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1. Introduction: CGES Goals

This Annual Report 2008 presents information about the most important activities of the
Centre for German and European Studies (CGES) at St. Petersburg State University carried
out in 2008. They all are presented in connection with the CGES mission and goals, and
provide some general conclusions about its achievements and problems, the past
development and future perspectives.
The establishment of the Centre for German and European Studies at St. Petersburg State
University was initiated in 2001 in the framework of the “St. Petersburg Dialogue” between
the Russian and the German governments, which recommended that a Centre for German
Studies should be established in Russia. The German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD)
took the initiative and established a CGES with an emphasis of social sciences as one of the
13 similar institutions funded worldwide by the German Foreign Office. The CGES in St.
Petersburg was officially founded through contract between the DAAD, St. Petersburg State
University and Bielefeld University, signed in December 2003.
The Centre for German and European Studies was founded as a central Institute
subordinated to the Rector’s Office of St. Petersburg State University (not based on a single
faculty, however, as regards subject areas and teaching staff closely connected with the
Faculty of Sociology and social science).
The most important goals of the CGES are the following:
- Co-operation in the field of education, development of joint teaching programmes,
support of graduate and postgraduate students and young scholars, students
exchange;
- Co-operation in research, development of contacts between academic communities
of Russia and Europe;
- Support of scientific dialogue in the framework of conferences and workshops, with
special emphasis on young researchers;
- Informational and outreach activities through public lectures and events as well as
publications and library.
In the field of education and teaching, the most important activities are connected with the
establishment and development of the MA Programme „Studies in European Societies“
taught in English at the Faculty of Sociology, St Petersburg State University. The further
activities are connected with support of students exchange and teaching in German
language.
In research, CGES concentrates on the interdisciplinary studies of different aspects of
contemporary European societies development. All research projects are connected with the
training, education and support of young scholars.
Besides the general orientation upon the support of young scientists, PhD students are
target group of the CGES in the framework of the special Graduate Programme “Russia’s
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way to Europe - Europe’s way to Russia”, which provides methodological and academic
support of those working on the topic related to the German and European studies.
The scientific dialogue between Russian and European academic communities is
supported by the CGES through regular large scale international conferences, small
research workshops, Summer and Winter schools for MA and PhD students, methodological
workshops as well as public lectures and other events.
Consultations and publication as well as library, resources and information
management also contribute to the development of German and European studies in
Russia.
For the year 2008, complementary to the traditional goals of promotion of German and
European studies in all mentioned fields, the CGES had a task of organizational restructuring
and intensive discussion between all CGES founding partners on the goals and development
strategy for the further five years period of the DAAD funding applied for.

Page 4

Centre for German and European Studies
Annual Activity Report 2008

2. MA Programme
Societies“

„Studies

in

European

2.1. Teaching and Programme Activities
The year 2008 was characterized by further consistent growth of the MA programme
“Studies in European Societies” (MA SES) taught in English language at the Faculty of
Sociology at St. Petersburg State University. The programme has been developed with the
support of the Centre for German and European studies and is successfully functioning since
2004. So, in 2008 the third cohort of students, 12 persons altogether, successfully passed
the final exam and defended their theses, with 3 foreigners among them – one from China,
one from the Netherlands and one form the USA. (For the list of students and their theses topics
see Annexes 11.1 and 11.2)

Enrollment of new students
In 2008, 16 candidates from Russia and 3 foreigners applied to study in the MA SES
programme. 12 Russian applicants passed the entry exams, 11 students were enrolled to
occupy the budget places, one of the applicants having received a grant to study in Germany
and leaving Russia. Applications from abroad came from Austria, Canada and the UK.
Eventually, the applicants from Austria and the UK got enrolled; the Canadian candidate
withdrew his application for personal reasons. Thus, the total number of first-year students is
thirteen.
The results of the enrollment in 2008 demonstrate an increase by 20% in comparison with
the previous year. This may be partly ascribed to the advertising efforts of the CGES and the
Programme’s management team, partly – to the growing awareness of the Programme
existence among foreign and Russian students.
Total numbers of students
The total number of full-time students of the 1st and 2nd years presently studying in the
programme is 22 persons. During the year 2008 there were no drop-outs – none of the
students left the programme. Thus, SES has been the largest MA programme at the Faculty
of Sociology: 25 % of the Faculty’s master’s degree students study the MA SES programme.
The dynamic in numbers, regional and educational backgrounds of students (Annex 11.1)
shows that most of the students are from St. Petersburg, and their ratio has increased. All of
them have their first higher education degrees in the humanities - PR, psychology, sociology,
linguistics, international relations and management.
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Programme advertising
The advertising process started in February when, at the beginning of the new semester,
lecturers of the MA SES and the CGES developed and started implementing a programme
of promotional visits to various universities located in different regions of Russia. They gave
talks describing the MA SES programme, distributed leaflets and posters. The table below
contains information on the time, place and person involved 1 .

Month

City

Person

21-22

Yaroslavl

Lyudmila Kuznetsova

20-24

Pskov

Elena Belokurova, Markus
Kaiser

3-5

Nizhny Novgorod

Svetlana Yaroshenko,
Miriam Nasdala-Flick

4-5

Samara

Lyudmila Kuznetsova

26-30

Kazan

Elena Belokurova, Markus
Kaiser

April

8

Veliky Novgorod

Elena Belokurova, Svetlana
Yaroshenko, Miriam
Nasdala-Flick

May

5

Petrozavodsk

Elena Belokurova

7-8

Syktyvkar

Svetlana Yaroshenko

12-16

Tomsk

Lyudmila Kuznetsova

February

March

June

During 2008, the CGES representatives Dr. Elena Belokurova and Dr. Markus Kaiser in cooperation with the German-Russian Exchange organized and moderated the following EU
study weeks and weekends funded by the Delegation of the European Commission to
Russia:
•

Study week “Regional Dimension of the EU-Russian Co-operation”, Pskov,
February 20-24, 2008

•

Study week “Unity in Diversity: European Intercultural Dialogue”, Kazan, March
26-30, 2008

1

Some of the visits were specifically made to advertise the Programme, some were combined with
teaching visits or participation in conferences.
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•

Study weekend «Co-Operation between the European Union and Russia Today»,
Tomsk, July 4-6, 2008

•

Study weekend «Co-Operation between the European Union and Russia Today»,
Azov (Rostov-na-Donu), October 24-26, 2008

•

Study weekend «EU and Russia in a Changing World», Moscow, December 1-3,
2008 (for the best students selected during the previous EU study weeks of the
German-Russian Exchange in 2007-2008).

Co-Operation between the European Union and Russia Today», Azov (Rostov-na-Donu

In total, about 150 students from different cities and regions of Russia participated in the
organized seminars. During the special sessions, the students have got information about
the CGES activities as well as opportunities to study at the MA SES programmes and CGES
graduate programme and to participate in different CGES seminars, schools and
conferences.
Apart from that, announcements about the Programme
were published in the newspaper St. Petersburg Times
(coming out in the English language), first, about the
Open Doors Day which was held on March 21, then –
containing information about the Programme and
application period. Altogether, the Programme was
advertised in the newspaper once a week for
approximately 3.5 months.
GATE
October 30 - November 1

In April, Miriam Nasdala-Flick finished the preparation
and launched the MA SES Programme site in the internet
at the following address: www.european-studies.ru

In June, new 1000 copies of leaflets advertising the Programme were printed to be
distributed among potential interested persons.
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Promotion activities continued in the autumn of 2008. The staff of the ZDES, some
professors, students and alumni of the Programme took part in two education fairs that were
held in St. Petersburg on October 30 - November 1 and November 21-22, 2008. The first
educational fair – GATE – was organized by the DAAD for the presentation of German
universities. It was visited by a very high number of potential students and their parents, and
in this sense was highly successful. The CGES and the MA SES programme were presented
together with the Bielefeld University. The information on the MA SES in St. Petersburg was
especially interesting for those students who don’t speak German, but English and who are
not financially able to study abroad. The second
educational fair - the annual St. Petersburg International
Fair “Education and career XXI” - took place at the St.
Petersburg Central Exhibition Hall “Manezh” on November
21-22, where more than 150 educational institutions both
from Russia and overseas took part. The fair was visited
by a high number of potential students, and the CGES
could distribute the information about the MA SES
programme and other CGES activities among its target
group. For its active participation, the CGES was awarded
Education and Career XXI by a special diploma of the Fair organizing committee and
November 21-22 St. Petersburg City Administration.
Judging from the questions asked by potential students at the Open Doors Day and
educational fairs, what mostly attracts students to the Programme is its multidisciplinary
character – with a range of subjects taught from the fields of Political Science, Economics,
Culture Studies and Sociology, as well as the unique opportunity for them to focus their
research on the current changes that are under way in the European Union and, more
specifically, in Germany.
Teaching
In 2008, 17 courses of the Social, Cultural, Economic, Political modules and of the Federal
component of the curriculum were taught by 8 German and 9 Russian teachers. German
lecturers came from Bielefeld and Tübingen Universities. One teacher was a lecturer of the
DAAD.

Two new lecturers from Germany and two from Great Britain were invited to teach elective
courses in the spring of 2008 and 2009 respectively.
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Winter School for MA SES students
In 2008 the annual Winter School in the German language was conducted for students of the
first year from 19 January till 6 February in Berlin and Bielefeld. The Winter School was
mainly organized by Ms. Miriam Nasdala-Flick and was n general very successful.
In Berlin, in the framework of the Winter School, the students visited some German
governmental agencies and different political organizations in Berlin. Along the excursion
through the Berlin city, the students also visited some museums dedicated to the German
and European history. The excursion to the German Bundestag with the special lecture
about the political history of the German parliamentarism was complemented by the meeting
with a Deputy of the German Bundestag, Ms. Britta Hasselmann (MdB), Member of the
Bundestag Faction “Buendnis 90 / Die Gruenen”, speaker for communal policy, demography
and senior policy, who brought the students better understanding of the German politics. An
excursion and discussion with the representatives of the European House Berlin,
representation of the European Commission to Berlin, was also a very important milestone of
the Winter school programme, as well as a visit of the Friedrich-Ebert-Foundation and a
meeting with the Young European Movement (Junge Europaeische Bewegung, JEB).
In Bielefeld, the main activity of the students consisted in the intensive course of German
language and literature enquiry on their MA topics at the library of Bielefeld University. But
aside that, the students also visited some social and political organizations as local NGOs
(Welthaus Bielefeld e.V.), local newspaper (Westfalenblatt), political foundation
(Bertelsmann-Stiftung) and some others.
The Winter School contributed very much to the students’ better understanding of German
politics and society and increased their level of German language as well as motivation for
its further learning.
MA SES Students mobility
Starting 2008, St. Petersburg State University became one of the 10 Russian universities
included in the Erasmus Mundus academic exchange programme, however, only three
masters degree programmes, out of more than 150 taught at SPSU, were selected for
participation, the MA SES becoming one of them. This development creates a unique
opportunity for the teachers and students of the programme to enhance their knowledge and
understanding of European countries by getting involved in study and research projects at
partner universities across Europe. One of the students had already applied and was
accepted for a 6 months´ study visit to Catholic University in Leuven, Belgium, in 2009.
Applications for part-time study at MA SES from two graduate students from Turkey have
been approved and they are going to come to St. Petersburg for the spring semester in
2009.
In the spring of 2008 Natalia Salamova, a 1st-year student, got a grant and conducted
research for her master’s thesis on intercultural communication among German and
international students in Bielefeld. In the autumn semester, a 1st-year student Anastasia
Kvadritsius went to study at Helsinki University as part of the St. Petersburg – Helsinki
university exchange programme.
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Teachers’ Workshop
The annual workshop of MA SES teachers 2008 could not, due to some schedule and health
problems of participants, be held in November as planned. It was postponed to the beginning
of May 2009.

2.2. Internship
Internship is an integral part of the professional orientation of the MA SES programme. Due
to the experience outside the university students get knowledge for their future career and
receive information about the work in different spheres of society. It gives students an
opportunity to reflect the theoretical knowledge they obtain in their seminars with regard to
practical experience they gain during their work in specific organizations as well as in
institutions. Furthermore, internship helps students to find interview partners and information
sources for their MA theses.
As possible fields for internship the following are considered:
• Business (tourism/tourist agencies, companies trading with European partners,
Russian companies in St. Petersburg/Russia, German companies in St.
Petersburg/Russia as well as unions/associations);
• Culture (internationally active museums in Russia and Germany and European
Cultural Institutes in St. Petersburg and Russia as well as in Germany);
• Science and Education (European and Russian institutes creating and developing
international programmes of studies and research, German institutions which are
creating and developing international programmes of studies and research with
Russian universities/academies, German foundations in St. Petersburg/Russia,
European foundations dealing with Russian science, German foundations and
institutions in Germany dealing with science in Russia),
• NGOs of Civil Society and Development Organisations (NGOs in Russia and St.
Petersburg as well as in Germany, Development Organisations in Russia and
Germany)
• Politics (Embassies and Consulates of the European Countries in St. Petersburg and
Moscow, Russian Embassy and General Consulate in Germany, Parliamentary Group
for European Affairs in the Russian Duma, Russian Exchange Programme of
„Deutscher Bundestag“, Delegation of the EU in Moscow).
According to the official rules for internships at St. Petersburg State University, the duration
of an internship is at least 6 weeks. However, the students in the MA SES programme are
encouraged to have internships of 8 up to 12 weeks. During the last years, MA SES students
have used their summer holidays as internship period (from June till August), otherwise
some students decided to do it also during the winter break as well as in exceptional cases
during the study term time (only in agreement with the teachers of the programme, especially
with the scientific supervisor of the MA thesis). It is possible just because many
organizations prefer not to have internships during the summer months.
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Ms. Nasdala-Flick until August 2008, and Dr. Denis Gruber who is in this position since
September 2008 have built up a strong network of partners which is relevant to offer
opportunities for MA students to find internship places.
In December 2008, a special Workshop was organized to give students an overview what
does “internship” exactly mean because most of them (especially the 1st-year students) did
not have an imagination what it is and what they have to do during their 6-12 weeks stay in
the internship organization. Five guests followed the invitation of the Head of Internship to
give an overview about their organization:
• Friedrich-Ebert-Foundation (Dr. Krumm, Moscow),
• German-Russian-Exchange in St. Petersburg (Ms. Astrid Schorn),
• German General Consulate (Ms. Andrea Layer),
• German-Russian-Chamber for External Trade St. Petersburg (Ms. Katja Wedig)
• Roedl&Partner St.
Krasnorutskaya)

Petersburg

(Mr.

Manfred

Janoschka

and

Ms.

Katja

Because the organized Workshop was very helpful for all students who did not have an
internship yet, experts from different organizations in St. Petersburg as well as Russia
should be invited by the course leader in the next years. They will discuss with students
about their work, about how it is connected with their own studies and what the requirements
for an internship in their organization are.
DAAD lecturer Dr. Denis Gruber in his position
as Head of Internship is following a “policy of
open door” what means that all MA students
have daily opportunity to ask for help to find
places for internship as well as consultation for
finding financial support. To give students help,
the Head of Internship is asking students for
their own profile for internship which is treated
absolutely confidential by him as well as by the
Head of the MA SES programme. The
questions are about the field of interest for an
internship in European Societies, Internship
workplace connected with personal interest,
country of first and second interest, level of foreign language knowledge, topic/research
problem during the internship, topic of MA thesis. The internship procedure is supervised
within the framework of the regular seminar "Theory and Practice of Applied Research" by
Dr. Denis Gruber. Like in the years before, this seminar took place in the winter term 2008
weekly and provided students with practical knowledge about how to find an internship, how
to apply for it, how to finance it and how to benefit from it. In 2009, this seminar will start in
April for the 1st-year students to give them an overview about how to write an academic CV,
an application and project description as well as how to construct time and working plan, and
finally how to write an internship report. This pilot seminar in April 2009 should show if it is
more fruitful to discuss the internship questions within the student group. Moreover, the 2ndyear students who have already done their internships will be invited to tell the others about
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their success and problems during their internships. With regard to built up an alumni
network, also MA SES alumni should be invited to give examples and help to find an
internship place. This seminar can be used to learn to avoid typical intercultural mistakes. In
addition, students benefit from the experience of their colleagues who give presentations of
their internships that are discussed in the seminar.
Name

Place of Internship

Time of Internship

Ida Stien Wullum

The Nordic Council of Ministers
Information Office in St. Petersburg,
Russia

09.06. – 04.08.08

Lubava Shatokhina

Green Party of Russia, Moscow

02.06. – 02.08.08

Ekaterina Belyakova

Transatlantic Partners Against AIDS
(TPAA) (www.tpaa.net) in Moscow

02.06. – 01.08.08

Amastasija Vasiljeva

Grand Hotel Europe, St. Petersburg

1.07. – 16.08.08

Marina Khaneeva

Rapp Collins Moscow

15.07. – 31.08.08

During the last years, all internship reports of the MA students have been collected by the
Head of Internship. It is obligatory to write this report after the experiences in the different
fields of interest. In these reports one can find information about the organization the
students have worked for in their internships, the way how they have found it, and what their
tasks were within these organizations. The internship reports give information about the
organization students were working for, why did they apply especially at this organisation,
what have been their duties and did they have their own field of responsibility. One part of
reports reflects the interplay of theoretical knowledge and practical experiences as well as
one other part is for a general conclusion.
It is often the case that internships are unpaid and there are only some foundations which
are supporting internships programmes and offering particular conditions for students.
Therefore the CGES grants five students a funding for their internships each year. Many
Students apply for this grant. What is necessary to apply is to write both an application and a
motivation letter and to show ones permit that the MA’s internship organization is accepting
this student. Furthermore, they should demonstrate that they have a good programme
achievement as well as good command of the language spoken in the organization. Finally it
is necessary to work out a working plan and a cost projection containing all expected
expenses.
What showed as fruitful with regard to the MA programme is that mostly students try to
combine their internship with the topic of their MA thesis and collecting material and making
interviews for their MA research. In difference to last years it can be seen that the 2nd-year
students are more oriented to find internship places according to their personal interest (MA
thesis as well as academic point of views). It can be summarized that due to the highlighted
significance, students more and more understand that their internships are the first steps to
find their own way for future career and that successful internships raises their chances on
the labor market.
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In general, five of the 2nd-year students have done their internships in 2008; the other three
students will do it during winter period 2009. The table above shows the places of internship
of the 2nd-year students of the MA programme.
Like in the years before, there was a main trend that students were much more concentrated
to find an internship place in St. Petersburg or in Moscow, but for 2009 there will be more
internships in Germany by the 2nd year students. For the Head of Internship this new trend
has springs from the very fruitful and well-organised German language courses taught in the
Faculty of Sociology and the brilliant performance of the Winter School in Germany. In most
cases students have never been in Germany before and their evaluation of the Winter
School shows that the interest for Germany as well as for the German language has very
much increased after it. With regard to the composition of the 1st-year students one can
predict that there will be more and more students who are interested to make an internship in
Germany because a lot of them have good German language knowledge.

2.3. Work with Alumni
The CGES started already, and is planning to intensify its work with the alumnae of the MA
SES. The first step in this work, besides making a database of all CGES MA SES Alumni,
was to encourage them to return to the topics of their MA Theses after having gathered
practical and professional experience and rework those MA Theses, considered as excellent
by teachers, for publication in the CGES Working Papers. The publication within CGES
Working Paper Series is seen as a chance and challenge by MA SES Alumni. In 2008, five
theses were re-worked for publishing in Working Papers. They all were approved for
publication by the CGES Scientific Board. The following theses were prepared for
publication:
•

Klimkova, Maya. German Cultural Policy: Sphere of Integration and Intercultural Work
(Publication of the MA Thesis 2006), CGES Working Paper, 2008-03.

•

Savikovkaya, Yulia. Migration from Post-Soviet Russia to Germany and the UK:
Immigration and Integration Patterns on the Pages of Russian-Language Press in
London and Berlin (Publication of the MA Thesis 2006), CGES Working Paper, 200804.

•

Peters, Rob. Contemporary Migration from the Polish to the UK Labor Market: The
Effect on Wages and Employment (Publication of the MA Thesis 2008), CGES
Working Paper, 2008-05.

•

Sementina, Irina. Challenges of Human Resource Formation Facing German
Companies in Russia: Cultural Aspect (Publication of the MA Thesis 2008), CGES
Working Paper, 2008-06.

•

Tsiulina, Anna. Labour Migration to Russia: A potential Threat to Russia’s Soft
Security? (Publication of the MA Thesis 2008), CGES Working Paper, 2008-07.

Such a publication has a twofold meaning: it brings MA SES alumni back to their academic
background and provides them with the necessity of scientific reflection on their current
professional occupations and serves for further dissemination of CGES proficiency.
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3. Teaching in German Language at the Faculty of
Sociology, SPSU
3.1. Teaching in German Language
The schedule of courses in Sociology in German language offered at the Faculty of
Sociology since the phase-out of the study programme "Gegenwärtige Westeuropäische
Soziologie" is coordinated by the head of the Russian-German Centre of the Faculty, Dr.
Ruben Karapetyan, his representative Ksenia Timofeeva and the DAAD lecturer in
Sociology, Dr. Denis Gruber, who is in position since September 2008. It should be
mentioned that the CGES is very thankful for the very successful work of Mirjam NasdalaFlick who was DAAD lecturer in 2006 – 2008.
In the winter term 2008, the new DAAD lecturer Dr. Denis Gruber has offered three special
courses in German language. These courses take place weekly and are declared as
"спецкурс" (courses which are offered additionally to the normal curriculum). In opposite to
last years’ experiences, the number of students who attended to these seminars increased.
One can find more and more highly motivated students with big interest to broaden German
language knowledge on the one hand and to learn “Fachsprache Soziologie” (“terminology”)
in German on the other. Because of the students’ strict general timetable, these seminars
took place in the evening hours after 5 p.m. But due to own previous experiences and
lectures at the Faculty of Sociology, the DAAD lecturer knew how to win more students for
German seminars than in the years before. It is necessary to choose not only theoretical
topics or to discuss different approaches in sociology, but also to focus on everyday life
experiences and to find sociological topics which are “up to date” for students.
Therefore, the seminar “Sociological Film Analysis” was especially attractive for many
students who have had to analyze films about the topic “Deutsche Teilung und
Wiedervereinigung: 1945-1990 im Spielfilm”. They had to prepare a report (15 min.) with the
following content: general information about the film (e.g. “Goodbye Lenin”, “Karbid und
Sauerampfer”, “Der Tunnel”, “Die Legende von Paul und Paula”, “Das Leben der Anderen”
etc.), had to summarize some sentences about the actors and to give conclusions about the
German-German relationships during the 1940s - 1980s and to highlight their own opinion
about the film. 25 students took part at this seminar which was very successful; some
students did not have seen a film in German language before. Therefore, the DAAD lecturer
is planning to give such seminars also in next years, but with another focus (in summer term
2009 there will be one film seminar about German youth films).
Furthermore, two other specific courses were offered for students: „Sociology and Everydaylife: Lifestyle in Change. Empirical Studies in the Soviet Union, Russia and Germany“ and
„Sociological Theories: In Which Society Do We Live?”. In both seminars 15 students took
part.
The idea for these German courses is not only to come and to listen, but to discuss in a
foreign language about different topics as well as to give a report (“doklad”) in German. Most
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students emphasized that they have never done it before and that they were a little bit afraid
to tell something about their project (film, article, etc.) in non-mother tongue language. But
after fruitful reports and discussions students were proud of themselves.

Participants of the seminar "Sociological Film Analysis" and Dr. Denis Gruber

Moreover, one special seminar was offered for students to make own first steps in research.
Because the CGES yearly takes part at the German Week in St. Petersburg (next year in
April 2009), the DAAD lecturer decided to give one seminar about „Lebensstile – Lifestyles”,
what is also one of the main points of the “German Week 2009”. Students will broaden their
theoretical and practical knowledge and have to do an own research what means to conduct
and interpret interviews with students. The title of this seminar is “Lifestyle of Students of the
Faculty of Sociology”. In summer term 2009 these students will learn how to evaluate
collected data, how to write research papers and reports. Finally, they are expected to
present results in the framework of the German Week under the guide of the DAAD lecturer.
It is necessary to highlight that the CGES is supporting the publication of these results and
therefore offering students these first own steps in research. On the other hand, it is very
important to give such seminars, because there is still a big lack of knowledge about
quantitative and qualitative research methods.
What is important to stress is the fact that a lot of students take part in seminars because it is
a big chance to recommend oneself for a stipend to go for one semester to Bielefeld
University as well as to Magdeburg University. Due to specific contracts it is possible for 6
students from the Faculty of Sociology to go to Bielefeld while 3 students have the chance to
study one term in Magdeburg. In winter term 2008, 17 students applied for such a
scholarship.

3.2. Students Exchange
In 2008, altogether 10 Russian students from St. Petersburg made use of the opportunity to
study in Bielefeld, being financed through the budget of the CGES and the Rector of
Bielefeld University. 6 students from Bielefeld and 6 students from other EU universities
completed their semester abroad in the MA SES Programme. They were holders of the
“GoEast!” scholarship of the DAAD or other foundations. Some students participated, using
the student loan "BAFöG".
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The special service of the CGES and the German-Russian Centre in the Faculty of
Sociology SPSU in the area of student exchange was the quite complex and demanding
selection procedure and the very intensive preparation of the stay abroad with mentors in
home country, mentors in the guest country, and if, needed, intensive follow-up work with the
preparation of their reports.
Both groups of students had to undergo rather ambitious study programmes at the guest
university. The stay of Russian students at Bielefeld University was oriented towards
improving their knowledge in theory and methods of sociology, using advantages of the
library for writing their theses, and for intensive mentoring by German professors as well as
attending seminars in German and English and getting credits. The general counselling and
supervising was done by Prof. Dr. Jürgen Feldhoff.
The stay of the students from Bielefeld University and other EU universities at the Faculty of
Sociology of the St. Petersburg State University consisted of three major parts: conducting
autonomously small research projects, taking part in courses (MA SES, in the case of good
Russian knowledge in Russian seminars, too) and giving one tutorial to Russian students in
German language. In the supervision and support of these students in St. Petersburg the
CGES cooperated with the German-Russian Centre. The counselling and supervising was
done by the DAAD lecturers Dipl. Soz. Miriam Nasdala-Flick and Dr. Denis Gruber.
Following the cooperation contract between the Bielefeld University and the State University
of St. Petersburg (between the two faculties of sociology such a contract exists since 1994)
German exchange students have an opportunity to visit Russian language courses of the
University for free as well as the opportunity to be registered as students of the State
University of St. Petersburg for free, which makes the students’ financial state significantly
easier.
Beside their study and research, the German exchange students have offered several
tutorials consisting of lectures and discussions in German language at the Faculty of
Sociology of St. Petersburg State University. Those were dedicated to different aspects of
German Studies and sociology. Some courses were dedicated to the unemployment and
social role behavior. In winter term 2008, there was a course held on the Sociology of Ervin
Goffmann.
The exchange students have evaluated their internships very positively. Despite the fact that
their tasks were very challenging and intensive they reported, they wouldn’t like to give up
not one of their task fields – study, research or tutorial.
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4. Research Activities of CGES
4.1. Overall Research Strategy
In the year 2008 as well as in the previous years, the CGES research activities were
focussed on the topical issues of German and European studies. It strengthened the
interconnection of research, scientific dialogue and teaching within the CGES, according to
the general mission, which consists in bringing together Russian and German scientists and
promoting of innovative comparative analysis of European societies in transition.
To reinforce of the research activities within the CGES, some organizational principles were
developed: focused and perspective research, networking, follow-ups approach and public
implementation of research results through the collaboration with other CGES programmes
(MA “Studies in European Societies” and Graduate programme) and the integration of
students into research-based learning.
Innovations of the CGES research activities were presented on the Third All Russian
Sociological Congress in the report “Research in European societies for sociological
education. The case of St. Petersburg State University”, October 21-24, 2008.
To implement the research strategy, the CGES developed organizational principles from the
steady and effective old and new experiences. These principles corresponded to the
recommendations of the CGES Evaluation Report of October 2007 as well as to the CGES
Application for 2009-2014 and contributed to concentration of resources and to increase of
the CGES research capacities.
•

Focused research. Research activities within the CGES were guided by the agreed
research mission expressed in generally formulated key features and directions of
scientific activities. The research mission was generalized from the previous research
activities of the CGES and interests of experienced scientists from the CGES, but at
the same time, the research mission defined priorities which we would suggest to be
followed in the future.

•

Perspective research. Due to limits of the available budget, CGES supported only
piloting projects which were coinciding with the research mission and indicated
clusters and could be extended to large-scale comparative research and focused on
the preparation of the perspective research proposals to the external funding sources.

•

Networking was another organizational principle inherited from the previous
experience. It is supposed that the CGES supports the organization of workshops or
training seminars to discuss key directions of collaborative activities with social
scientists from Russian and European universities, educational and research centers
interested in conducting comparative research and ready to cooperate. It can increase
an effect of research activities within the CGES.
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•

The research line conception was replaced by the “follow-ups” approach with focus on
1) structural and topical continuity of all scientific activities including research,
workshops and conferences, graduate and post-graduate training; 2) publications
resulting from all kind of scientific and research activities, first of all with additional
financial support or another possibilities to be published in reviewed journals; 3)
motivation for further scientific projects and cooperation; 4) qualification papers
emerging from the activities within CGES (PhDs, Post-doc thesis, MA dissertations).

•

The CGES created a scientific and informational data base for conducting large-scale
comparative studies of European and Russian societies. The process has already
started with a reorganizing of CGES webpage and should be continued through
regular updating,

•

The CGES followed a public applied orientation both in education or policy implication
aspects.

Finally, the CGES activity based on the recognisable research mission and ways of its
achievement through strengthening of the collaboration between experienced scientists from
CGES network and young scholars (academic-oriented students of MA SES and Graduate
programme) interested in German and European studies.
The research activities of the CGES in 2008 were concentrated on the following clusters
which included special research project conducted by the CGES researchers:
Democracy, citizenship and governance
Research project “Citizenship Conceptions in Contemporary Europe”
Multiple exclusion, class, gender and generations
Research project “The perception of gendered exclusion among student youth in
European and Russian Universities”
Nationalism, xenophobia and migrations
Research project “Return migration to Russia: social profiles of returnees,
reintegration patterns, sustainability”

4.2. Research Cluster on Democracy, Citizenship and Governance
The research activity within the cluster on Democracy, Citizenship and Governance
Research was in 2008 mainly focused on the research project “Citizenship Conceptions in
Contemporary Europe”. The main goal was to concentrate on citizenship education in postsocialist and post-authoritarian countries, as well as on the impact of Europeanization on the
citizenship education and emerging pictures of the citizens. The central role in this studies
were given to the term, practices and policies (of supporting) the students’ participation, and
different views of the participation in Europe. The research concentrated especially on the

Page 18

Centre for German and European Studies
Annual Activity Report 2008
clash of the “citizenship” and “participation” conceptions, developed on the European level
with those relevant on the national level.
The research was developed around the existing networks of scientists (sociologists, social
anthropologists, political and educational scientists and linguists) from Germany, Russia,
Spain, Portugal, Estonia and Bulgaria. The main idea was to adapt research on participation
issues within citizenship education to the common scheme of research which was expected
to bring about mutually relevant results.
Main activities and results
The German Federal Agency for Civic Education organised in November 2008 in Sofia a
conference on “Citizenship Education Facing Nationalism and Populism in Europe”. This big
public event was visited by some of the cooperation partners, the CGES already worked with
within the framework of the research line “Citizenship Conceptions in Contemporary Europe”,
and consequently within the research cluster Democracy, Citizenship and Governance.
Prof. Dr. Hedtke and Dr. Tatjana Zimenkova together with their cooperation partners from
the research line “Citizenship Conceptions in Contemporary Europe” organised a small
international research workshop which
was scheduled subsequently to the Sofia
conference. The goal of the workshop was to integrate the results of the conference into the
own research and to develop a common research frame. This research workshop was
carried out at the St. Kliment-Ohridski--University of Sofia with the friendly support of the
Centre for German and European Studies in Sofia (ZEDES) which provided organisational
and partial financial support as well as contacts to the specialist Bulgarian scholars, Prof. Dr.
Damyanova and Ms. A. Vassileva.
Scientists from Bulgaria, Germany, Russia and Spain (educational scientists, sociologists
and linguists) took part in the meeting. They discussed their current work on the citizenship
education in order to find a common denominator in their research, and to unite their efforts
within the common comparative design (see CGES workshop on the Methodology of
Comparison). The challenge of such a work without a given common financing is to
operationalise the cases selected for research in a way that would make comparative study
reasonable.
The discussion of the common research interests and work done so far brought about the
idea of common research design. The new common project on the comparison of policies
and practices of participation within Europe with special focus on Germany and Russia as a
comparative case will start its work in winter 2009. This research should intensify the existing
network, and serve as a possible basis for the cooperative project financing in the future.
The form of the research to be done by all participants includes comparative ethnographic
studies (description of the “participation” theories and practices in the citizenship education
textbooks, in schools and lessons) with some strong aspects on linguistics. Two comparative
studies were elaborated: Comparative ethnographic study “Participation as conception of
Citizenship Education: European and National Contests” and “Comparative textbook
analysis: “European context of the citizenship and participation construction and teaching”.
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Comparative ethnographic study “Participation as conception of Citizenship
Education: European and National Contests”
The research will include one-case analysis of a school in each country with methods of
ethnographic research and video ethnography/sociology. The goal of the ethnographic
description (comparative element of the results) would be to describe the participation in
textbooks, schools and lessons. The overall aim of the ethnographic study is to define the
ideas, conceptions and realisation of participation in citizenship education (e.g. dialogue in
the classroom, usage and impact of textbooks on participatory education, including real life
situations). This comparative European study aims at integrating supplementary analysis
from other disciplines (e. g. images of participation in the canonical readings in literature
education).
Organisation of the research: Each country does its own comprehensive ethnographic study;
participants from other countries conduct an observation of selected lessons. The aim of
these “visited lessons” is to develop the foreign perspective on the school praxis (thus
fulfilling the programme of ethnographic studies) and to maintain the interconnection and
compatibility of the projects. During the visited lessons an exemplary analysis of the
participation issue will be made possible. In order to strengthen the compatibility, same
topics will be selected for the “visited lessons” across the network. Suggested topics are
Human Rights, citizenship rights and duties, service learning, problem of equality. Case
definition: Industrial suburb school.
Comparative textbook analysis: “European context of the citizenship and participation
construction and teaching”
The ethnography and comparative elements of the study should be supported by mutual
analysis of the textbooks, used in citizenship education. Selected chapters of the textbooks
(preferably used in the case-school) will be translated into English and analysed using the
foreign perspective of scholars from the other network
teams/countries.
Procedure of the mutual textbook analysis: First step:
Exchange of tables of content of 3-4 most popular
textbooks (14 year-old students) as far as the topic of
Human Right Education is touched) within the group of
scholars. Similar or intersecting chapters will be
selected for translation into English for making mutual
analysis possible.
Comparative
material

textbook

analysis

The main ideas and results of common research design
building are integrated into the CGES workshops and
master classes on the methodology of European
comparison.

Current research on the textbook analysis:
Both, Oksana Karpenko (Centre for Independent Sociological Research, St. Petersburg) for
the Russian side and Dr. Tatjana Zimenkova are coordinating continuous research on
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textbook analysis (on examples from Russia, Germany and the EU). The main focus of this
research lies within the attempts to define central categories of citizenship education,
relevant for the citizenship education in Europe (cf. the chapter on publications).
The pilot description of the main policies and practices of the citizenship education in
different regions in Russia was finished in 2008 (these data were needed for the comparative
research with Germany and other European countries, because for Russia such information
was lacking).
Networking
In November 2008, the German Federal Agency for Civic
Education organised in Sofia a conference on “Citizenship
Education Facing Nationalism and Populism in Europe”
(http://www.bpb.de/veranstaltungen/EAJQGO,0,Citizenshi
p_Education_Facing_Nationalism_and_Populism_in_Euro
pe.html). Two CGES Members, Prof. Dr. R. Hedtke and
Dr. T. Zimenkova visited this conference with the financial
support of the CGES. In the informal discussions and
during the workshops “Curriculum Development and
Schoolbooks: Searching for New Contents and Methods”
and “Concepts and Practices in Southeastern Europe:
How can Citizenship Education be Made More Popular”
(http://www.bpb.de/files/9XFS2N.pdf) they presented the
work in progress of the research cluster Democracy,
Citizenship and Governance.
Teaching
Within the framework of the research cluster “Democracy,
Citizenship and Governance”, two regularly teaching units
following from this research took place at the University of
Bielefeld (using the research material)
•

Citizenship
(Zimenkova)

•

Research colloquium in civic education teaching
and research (Hedtke and Zimenkova together with
Weber, Hippe, Philipper, Voßmeier)

Education

and

Participation

In Graduate and Post-Graduate Education in St.
Petersburg the results of the research were presented and
used for the methodological and theoretical education;
•

«Citizenship Education Facing
Nationalism and Populism in
Europe», Sofia, November 2008

During the Workshop on Methodology of
European Comparison (St. Petersburg, Sept. 2008) – methodological explication of the
comparative research design.

Page 21

Centre for German and European Studies
Annual Activity Report 2008
•

During the Second CGES Summer School for PhD Students (European Union
Studies, June 2008) – presentation of the practice of research design on the boarder
line of the disciplines and countries

•

During the Workshop “Understanding besides the cultural boarders” (October
2008 St. Petersburg) – Exemplary analysis and demonstration of the material from the
research project

Supervision: 2 Students of the CGES PhD programme are working within the research
cluster “Citizenship conceptions in contemporary Europe”: Elena Baburina (2nd year) and Alla
Samoletova (1st year). In 2008 Tatjana Zimenkova and Reinhold Hedtke were the
supervisors of three BA theses which were closely connected to the work of this research
cluster.
Publications
Tatjana Zimenkova: “Citizenship through Faith and Feelings: Defining Citizenship in
Citizenship Education. An Exemplary Textbook Analysis”, in Journal of Social Science
Education 2008, Volume 7, Number 1, pp 81-111.
Oxana Karpenko: “Problematization of the usage of the category “narod” in Russian political,
administrative and educational discourse”, accepted for publication in the Journal of Social
Science Education 2009, Volume 8, Number 3.
Tatjana Zimenkova, Reinhold Hedtke: “The Talk-and-Action Approach to Citizenship
Education. An Outline of a Methodology of Critical Studies in Citizenship Education”, in
Journal of Social Science Education 2008, Volume 7, Number 1, pp 5-35.
Julia Erato Möller “Depolitization in Citizenship Education” (Publication of the BA Thesis),
CGES Working Paper, 2008-01.
Tatjana Zimenkova: “Exemplary Analysis with Usage of the Sequential Method.
Methodological example on the citizenship education materials” (as supporting material for
the Workshop “Understanding besides the cultural boarders); CGES Working Paper, 200802.
Planned activities for 2009
•

International interdisciplinary Conference „Participation: Goal, Content, Method
of Citizenship Education”, 29/30.10.09 St. Petersburg

During the Workshop in Sofia, participants agreed on conducting a common international
interdisciplinary conference (two parts: public event with participation of highly ranked
politicians from Germany/ EU and Russia, journalists and public personalities; in a second
part of the conference scientific discussions on the citizenship, civic education and
participation policies and practices in Germany, Russia and Europe, as well as the heritage
of participation in transition countries) in October 2009 in St. Petersburg, as a cooperative
event of the CGES, SPbGU and Centre for Independent Sociological research
(http://www.cisr.ru/index.en.html). See preliminary plan of the conference as attachment.
Third party funding is already approved.
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•

Research

Research activities will include the planned comparative textbook analysis: “European
context of the citizenship and participation construction and teaching” and comparative
ethnographic study “”Participation as conception of Citizenship Education: European and
National Contests”. The first results will be presented during the conference “Participation:
Goal, Content, Method of Citizenship Education”, 29/30. October 2009 in St. Petersburg
•

Teaching

In Bielefeld: Methodological Seminar on the “Analysis of Teaching Material in Citizenship
Education” (Zimenkova);
In St. Petersburg: Master Class on the methodology of comparative research (Zimenkova,
Belokurova, Kaiser).
•

Applications

Within a common faculty application to the German Research Foundation
(Sonderforschungsbereich “Diversity and Participation Chances” R. Hedtke and T.
Zimenkova prepared a research project application “Construction and communication of
diversity and inequality in the Citizenship Education in context of transformation and
migration”. A comprehensive application from the faculty will be sent after the evaluation of
the preliminary application in spring 2009.

4.3. Research Cluster “Multiple Exclusion, Class, Gender and
Generations”
In the year 2008, the research cluster on “Multiple exclusion, class, gender and generations”
was primarily presented by the research project “Perceptions of gendered exclusion among
students in European and Russian universities”. It was conducted in cooperation with St.
Petersburg NGO “German-Russian Exchange” (GRE) under support of Heinrich Boell
Foundation. The coordinators of the project were Svetlana Yaroshenko (CGES, SPbSU,
Russia) and Natalja Malahovskaya (University of Salzburg, Austria). Two professors from
the Center for Gender Studies of the European University at St. Petersburg Elena
Zdravomuslova and Anna Temkina also participated in the project.
The research and educational focus of the project was aimed on the comparative analysis of
perceptions about gendered exclusion extended among students of St. Petersburg and
Salzburg Universities. The midpoint of the project was to make a comparative analysis of
how young people, not aware of real socialism, represent the specific of women’s social
position in the USSR. The status and problems of women in the Soviet Union during the
prosperity of late socialism were described in the first independent women’s journal “Woman
and Russia” (August 1979) the editors of which were expelled from the USSR. Within the
project, it was tried to recollect the social context of journals appearance and existence. The
dissident milieu of that time and women’s initiative in publishing an independent journal were
on focus of attention. In the focus of comparison are reactions to gender exclusion now and
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then, in the period of real socialism and during the third millennium capitalist transformation
were; how do today’s young people from Russian and Europe perceive examples of social
exclusion and resistance to it by way of realizing the glass ceiling, limited possibilities and
developing the strategy of voice.
One of the most important milestones of the
project was a research workshop in St.
Petersburg State University, containing the
discussion of “female” stories, which were
written during the epoch of real socialism and
which were published in this edition. Then, the
results were compared with the similar
workshop in one of the European universities.
In such a way, a dialogue between Russian
and European participants was promoted
trough teleconference or other forms of virtual
communication. Finally, a publication of the
materials used in the seminar was prepared.
The
key
findings
consisted
in
the
understanding of intergenerational differences
in perceptions of gendered exclusion, right
violation and double standards, female
subjectivity and solidarities embedded in
gender regimes (models of (in)dependence for
women with children from a male breadwinners
or paid work), new sense of feminist critics and
feminist agenda today among young students
of Russian and European universities,
highlights of historical and local transformation
of gender relations.
The Workshop in a Russian University
Place and date in Russia: The Faculty of Sociology at the St. Petersburg State University,
December 2007 - May 2008
Head of the Workshop: Svetlana Yaroshenko
Participants: The English speaking students of the St. Petersburg State University and other
universities who are willing to take part in a discussion with the participants of a parallel
seminar taking place abroad. The maximal number of participants is 10.
Methods: The workshop is based on the technique developed by N. Malahovskaya for a
parallel discussion at the University of Salzburg and adapted to the research interests and
peculiarities of the learning process in Russia
Features: The workshop in St. Petersburg was organized not within the University’s
curriculum and therefore didn’t suggest any credit points for participants. The main stimulus
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to take part in the workshop was an opportunity to discuss the problem and to publish an
essay in German. So participants were motivated by their interest for the subject.
To enhance a discussion and to focus it on the sensitivity to gender exclusion, the subject
was divided in a few cross-cutting issues ordered in accordance with the principle 'one topic
- one meeting'. In order to have a lively discussion, it was decided that the topic would be
discussed by two students who prepare one of the topics included in the essay and talk
about it during the meeting.
From the beginning, 6 out of 11 topics from the self-published journal were selected
according to research priorities of experts. First of all, the following topics are discussed: (12) family and division of responsibilities within it, and in addition the role of men; (3-4)
maternity hospitals and abortion mill; and the violence within a family; (5-6) the situation of
the children and the Soviet education. The teachers and experts included in the collective
body on the Russian side are willing and able to discuss the topics and to comment the
results of the discussion. However, in the interests of the research, all the topics presented/
discussed in the self- published feminist journal initially will be given the students to choose
from the list.
Results: The number of people willing to take part in the discussion was 5 and only 3 of them
came to the meetings regularly. There were also 'volunteers' who took part in the
discussions directed to their interests. In total, there were about 10 people who were
interested in the discussion and took part in it. The seminar turned out to be female as most
of the participants were women. Even though they did not have any theoretical knowledge,
they were willing to discuss the feminist texts looking at them through their own experience.
Each of the participants took part in the discussions and some of them helped to write an
essay.
The Workshop in a European university
Date and place in Austria: The School of Slavonic Studies at the Salzburg University,
October 2007 - March 2008
Head of the Workshop: Natalia Malahovskaya
Participants: The students of the Faculty of Humanities at the Salzburg University. The
maximum number of participants: 18-20
Methods: There were 11 topics to discuss (politics, religion, family and the role sharing within
a family, maternity hospitals and abortion mill, violence within a family; the role of men; the
Soviet education; women in a prison, psychological deformation of women; a woman and the
creative activity/art), which were discussed on the pages of the first female almanac 'A
woman and Russia' (1979) and a journal 'Maria' (1980-1982). The students chose one of the
topics discussed in the almanac or journal, read appropriate texts, considered them,
prepared the speech and wrote an essay afterwards.
Features: The workshop was added to the curriculum of the University
Results: There were 16 female and 2 male students from different schools (languages,
communications, politics, psychology, philosophy) taking part in the workshop. The average
age of the participants was 20-28 apart from two older people from Russia and Ukraine.
Each participant prepared a speech or wrote an essay. As the number of people interested
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in the topics was higher than the topics themselves, some of the topics (‘The position of
women within a family', 'A woman and religion', 'Education in the USSR') were prepared/
discussed by 2 or even 3 students.
Case-study of the workshop
The workshop in the St. Petersburg State University was a research platform where the
participants discussed the texts from the self-published journal but also tried to reconstruct
an author’s position (what a particular author was trying to say) and defined how the problem
is topical nowadays within the context of their own experiences, experiences of their friends
and parents, experts' comments and the texts recommended by the experts.
Result. The experts in gender studies were present at every meeting to express their
opinions, to highlight and to generalize a discussion. The work was organized the way that
the students had an opportunity to meet the activists of the non-government “female”
organizations. As a result, the workshop took a form of cooperation among researchers of
different disciplines and resulted in cooperation between the researchers and members of a
feminist club 'The factory of found clothes'. All discussions were recorded.
The workshop was a laboratory where the archives of materials about events related to the
publication of the first female journal in the USSR in 1979 were gathered.
There were the narrative interviews conducted among the eyewitnesses. It was used as a
base to restore the social context of the appearance and existence of the edition. A special
attention was paid to a dissident milieu of that time and the attitude towards female initiative
after the independent journal has been published. And at last, those who helped to publish
the journal gave the biographical interviews which helped to follow their current careers.
The method of the case-study of the activist projects was developed on the basis of the initial
project ideas and ways of its realization. It can be used for the future research and
educational work.
Comparative analysis
An analytical analysis was developed. In its focus were the different perceptions of gender
exclusion in past and nowadays, in the period of real socialism, and during the third
millennium’s capitalist transformation. The comparative analysis was aimed on revealing the
generational differences between 'parents' and 'children' in perception of gender inequality in
different regimes. It was also aimed at senses attributed to this distinction as well as the new
parameters of gender exclusion selected by modern young people living in Russia and
Europe, the young people who live in the time of the transformation of gender relations.
Key findings/ ideas: intergenerational differences in perceptions of gendered exclusion, right
violation and double standards, female subjectivity and solidarities embedded in gender
regimes (models of (in) dependence for women with children from a male breadwinners or
paid work), new sense of feminist critics and feminist agenda today among young students
of Russian and European universities, highlights of historical and local transformation of
gender relations.
Publications
S. Yaroshenko: 'A female project: a journey from Leningrad to St Petersburg'.
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Student essays in German and Russian languages were prepared for publishing.
Dissemination
The final workshop on the research project “Perceptions of Russian feminisms by students
from Russian and European universities” was conducted in St. Petersburg on September 1921, 2008. During this workshop the network of researchers, NGO’s activists and students
were created to continue a mutual research and an educational cooperation on the subject.
Applications
To extend the public effect of the realised research project, an application for the HeinrichBöll-Foundation for a research project “Myth of Feminity” is under preparation.
An application for a research project “Models of social policy, exclusion and new forms of
solidarity in Russia and Europe” is applied to SPSU research fund and has been approved.
Its implementation is thought for three years and should be started by March 2009.

4.4. Research Cluster “Nationalism, Xenophobia and Migrations”

The main objectives of the research cluster “Nationalism, Xenophobia and Migrations” are
firstly to compare the origin and development of nationalisms and xenophobic attitudes in
European countries, especially the Federal Republic of Germany, and the Russian
Federation and secondly to research the linkages between the European countries,
especially the Federal Republic of Germany, and the Russian Federation. Migration
contributes to a common transnational space.
Within the research cluster, in the end of the year 2007 and the beginning of the year 2008
the CGES prepared an application to a tender on return studies in several countries issued
by the German Federal Office for Migration and Refugees (Bundesamt für Migration und
Flüchtlinge). The CGES team won this tender for the expertise on “Return migration to
Russia: social profiles of returnees, reintegration patterns, sustainability”. This political
advisory consultancy work was the main activity of the research cluster and was carried out
in the period from February 8 to October 5, 2008 and the final report was accepted by the
German Federal Office for Migration and Refugees in February 2009.
The empirical material for this study was collected during field visits to Novosibirsk, Saratov,
Kaliningrad, Moscow and in St. Petersburg from February 8 to October 5, 2008. The analysis
of the social situation of the remigrants from Germany to Russia is based on biographical
interviews with 21 returnees and their family members who lived together with them in
Germany (26 people in total): The sample for analysis includes 11 women and 10 men aged
26-30 years (4 cases), 31 – 40 years (8 cases), 41 – 50 years (3 cases), 51 – 60 years (4
cases) and over 60 years (1 case) at the time of interview. There are 7 cases of individual
and 14 cases of family migration. The sample also includes 3 uncompleted migration cases
where the duration of stay in Germany is 2-3 months. No spatial/regional concentration of
returnees was found in any of these regions; therefore it is rather difficult to measure their
role in the local development; except Kaliningrad region, where can be identified sufficient
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number of circular migrants with double citizenship or unlimited German residence permit
and Russian citizenship (for more details see the research report, list of publications of
CGES).
The CGES team co-operated and was supported by the gtz-structure of German Houses. It
was a strategic advantage of CGES to have a binational setup for this political advisory work.
Conferences and workshops
The Federal Office for Migration and Refugees
organised in October 2008 in Nürnberg a workshop
on “Return studies in Turkey, Russia and Georgia”
(13.-15.10.2008). From the part of CGES, Zoia
Solovieva and Dr. Markus Kaiser presented a paper
on “Return Migration to Russia: Design, Field
Experiences, Sampling and Preliminary results”.
Scientists from Georgia, Turkey, Russia and
Germany took part in the meeting. They discussed
their current work on their respective return studies in
order to find a common denominator in their
research, and to unite their efforts within the common
comparative design. The challenge of such a work is
to operationalise the country case studies selected
for research in a way that would make comparative
analyse later on reasonable.
Dr. Markus Kaiser took part also in the 13th
International Metropolis Conference on Mobility,
Integration and Development in a Globalised World”
(27– 31 October 2008, Bonn) discussing the
Project field sites: Saratov (above), expertise on “Return migration to Russia: social
of returnees, reintegration patterns,
Kaliningrad profiles
sustainability” in the session on return organised by
Federal Office for Migration and Refugees.
Zoia Solovieva and Dr. Markus Kaiser gave a talk on February 2, 2009, on “Return
Migration: Assisted and voluntary Return // Кто возвращается из Гермнаии в Россию?” at
the research seminar of the Centre for Independent Sociological Research in St. Petersburg.
Teaching
The results of the expertise on “Return migration to Russia: social profiles of returnees,
reintegration patterns, sustainability”.were presented to the students of the MA SES within
the course “National/Ethnic/Religious Conflicts and Cooperation in Europe” taught by Dr.
Markus Kaiser.
The MA thesis on “Labour Migration to Russia: A Potential Threat to Russia’s Soft Security?”
written by MA SES student Anna Tsiulina supervised by Prof. Dr. Nikita Lomagin and Dr.
Markus Kaiser was done in the framework of the research cluster.
At Bielefeld University a diploma thesis on “Transnationale und translokale Beziehungen der
Russlanddeutschen in Deutschland” written by Simone Stephan supervised by Prof. Dr.
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Gudrun Lachenmnann and Dr. Markus Kaiser was also done in the framework of the
research cluster.

Publications
Two joint Working Papers authored by Tatjana Baraulina (German Federal Office for
Migration and Refugees), Dr. Markus Kaiser and Zoia Solovieva (Centre for German and
European Studies) are planned on the base of the unpublished report (see list of
publications) to be published in the year 2009.

4.5. Further Development of Research

In the future, the CGES will also work on the provision of research on German and European
studies and will follow its overall research strategy in general. By designing and conducting
research in the future, the CGES will follow some important principles listed below.
Educational implication: The CGES research activities focus on young scholars, PhD
students and scientifically oriented MA students, interlocking scientific training and research
activities. The GES provides student research internships for those students who are ready
to conduct an empirical research in Germany (Europe) or in Russia and fit to the CGES
research mission. Such research internships can be possible within the CGES current
research projects or in cooperation with Russian partner organizations. CGES shares its
proficiency in methods of social sciences, methodology of comparative research and its
scientific proficiency in German and European studies with young scholars during its
workshop series. Supervision and mentoring are central tasks of the CGES scientific staff.
The overall research strategy of CGES is strictly oriented upon closest connection to
educational activities, through research of the MA SES teachers, research workshops,
connected with research clusters, and supervision.
Integration of CGES research into the partner universities and third party funds: The CGES
participates actively in research applications, done in the Universities of St. Petersburg and
Bielefeld. In St Petersburg the CGES researchers applied for a financing within so called
“research topics”, granted for excellence projects by the St. Petersburg State University
foundation through the Ministry of Science and Education of Russian Federation. The project
on Social Exclusions and New Solidarities in Russian and Europe was approved by the
selection committee and will be funded in 2009. The success of this application will
contribute to the team-building of St. Petersburg scholars and creation of stable
organizational research basis within the SPSU. In Bielefeld, the CGES applies for a research
in Diversity through Citizenship Education in the frame of the faculty of sociology application
to German research foundation for special research area (Sonderforschungsbereich) in
diversity. The success of this application would also provide the CGES research in
Citizenship education with a challenging frame of diversity studies and with very promising
research environment.
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Policy and society implication. The CGES organizes outreach of policy-oriented knowledge
on Germany and Europe to broader scientific and non-scientific public in Russia.
Consultations and expertise will be carried out for the relevant NGOs, think-tanks, regional
and local authorities in Russia. The CGES invites politicians and practitioners, both from
governmental and non-governmental sectors, for participation in its public events; and
provides them with the frame for their presentation during scientific events. Giving a voice to
NGOs and opening a dialogue with the governments representatives are important directions
on CGES research and conference activities for the future (for example, the conference
“Participation: Goal, Content, Method of Citizenship Education”, planned for October 2009,
integrates political discussion and poster session for practitioners). Furthermore, the
outreach as a result of public lectures for broader audience or mass media coverage should
become one of the features of this work.
Integration of research into the networking and resources management. The research within
the CGES will always be very well integrated into the further activities of the CGES.
Especially it concerns the scientific dialogue and resources management, which means that
all research will be oriented on the workshops, academic networking and publications with
the following dissemination of the research results. It will be achieved through integration of
the research into the research clusters, the traditional of the CGES and its new ones. Some
new ideas for research clusters like media studies, federalism and NGOs studies were
already developed in 2008, and will be continued to be developed in the future (cf. point 9 of
this report).
In general, the CGES will continue to be in the center of a network of Russian and German
scholars working on German and European studies. Therefore, it will attract the researchers
from other universities and academic institutions from Germany, Europe and Russia for
active cooperation both within the academic networking and scientific dialogue and within the
research clusters. Especially it concerns strengthening interdisciplinarity in research, which
will became one of the most important goals of further development of research.
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5. CGES Graduate Programme
The CGES Graduate Programme “Russia’s way to Europe – Europe’s way to Russia” (GP)
and its foundation professorship (Head of Graduate Programme, Prof. Dr. Nikita Lomagin)
was founded in 2006 with financial support of the Marga und Kurt Möllgaard Foundation, first
graduate students were enrolled in 2007.
The English speaking Programme enrolls
up to 6 graduate students per year,
working on comparative empirical studies
of European societies. The programme is
genuinely
interdisciplinary:
social
scientists, political scientists, economists,
journalists ad linguists are studying in the
GP 2008. Students of the GP get the
opportunity to participate in special
seminars
on
European
societies,
academic English and methodological
trainings; they also have special
admission for lectures on different
faculties of the St. Petersburg State
University and European University at St. Petersburg. As first group, they are addressed by
all CGES activities, oriented towards young scientists, participation for them is guaranteed.
Besides a small monthly scholarship, the students have the opportunity to get a scholarship
for a research and study stay in a European country meeting their scientific interest. The
CGES supports GP students by their looking for scientific contacts and supervision, St.
Petersburg and Bielefeld University provide opportunities for further research grants from
other foundations. The main idea of these trips is preparing the ground for supervision of the
student’s by European professors. The Graduate Programme encourages the students to
strive for a double-PhD. Students are also encouraged to participate in conferences and to
present their work in progress results; travelling grants are provided.

5.1. Students of the 1st Cohort

Topics, work in progress
Five PhD students from the 1st cohort of the CGES Graduate Programme are working
according to their personal research plan on the following topics:
•

Baburina, Elena: "An Institute of civic education in Russian and Germany:
comparative analysis"
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•

Charushina, Oxana: " Economic results of the Austrian membership in the European
Union, 1995-2005"

•

Lisitsyna, Daria: "Der Großstadtdiskurs in der deutschsprachigen Prosa des XX.
Jahrhunderts"

•

Khalliste, Olga: "Political culture of the Russian and Estonian youth: comparative
analysis"

•

Gnatenko, Alexander: “Russian and European expert evaluations of the Kaliningrad
enclave and their role in the development of regional identity of Kaliningrad citizens”

All of the students have reported on their work in progress during the PhD colloquium and reworked their research proposals and designs according to the conditions proposed by the
evaluation commission. After that they got started the work on their PhD projects.
Activities, seminars, participation in conferences
Due to the interdisciplinary nature of the programme, it cannot be guaranteed, that all of the
CGES activities are interesting and profitable for all PhD students. Therefore, they are
always invited to all CGES events, but they are not obliged to visit all of them. In the year
2008, PhD students of the CGES especially profited from the following CGES activities:
•

The Second Summer School for PhD Students “European Union Studies:
Methodological Opportunities and Limits”

During this activity, organised by the CGES together with the Friedrich Ebert Foundation and
European University in St. Petersburg, doctoral students from different regions of the
Russian Federation gathered together to listen
to the experts, to present their own research
proposals and work in progress and to discuss
with experts and other PhD students their main
problems and tasks. The goal of this Summer
school was to assist Russian PhD students in
meeting theoretical and methodological
challenges in the field of European studies.
Students of the CGES Graduate Programme
also took part.
•

Workshop on Methodology of European
Comparison

This workshop organised by the CGES at the Faculty of Sociology of SPSU gave young and
experienced scientists from Germany and Russia an opportunity to discuss about the
influence of the Europeanization on the comparative studies in social sciences, about the
specifics of comparison in modern Europe. On the 2nd day of the workshop, young scientists
and PhD students had a possibility to present their comparative research projects, to
articulate their specifics problems in the study of Germany and Russia (and other European
societies). Students of the CGES Graduate School together with other PhD students of the
Faculty of Sociology took part in this workshop and discussed methodological problems of
comparative European studies, the face.
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•

Methodological workshop for PhD students and young scientists: Understanding
besides the cultural boarders.

PhD students were invited and took part in the CGES regular methodological workshop,
which took place in 2008 in cooperation with Centre for Independent Sociological Research
(http://www.cisr.ru/index.en.html), trainer: Dr. Tatjana Zimenkova. The Workshop
“Understanding besides the cultural boarders” was a two-days intensive course on the
introduction and practice of sequential analysis. PhD students form the CGES Graduate
Programme and from the European University at St. Petersburg and young scientists were
offered an opportunity of intensive training in sequential analysis which they can use for
analysing their multicultural data.
•

German Week

PhD students took part in many events of the German week in St. Petersburg; especially
interesting for them was the participation at the conference “Identity and Integration: an
Experience of Germany and Russia” which was co-organised by the CGES together with
Friedrich Ebert foundation and SPSU.
•

International Conference: “Contemporary Global Economy: Trends and Prospects”

Two PhD students from the CGES Graduate Programme participated in the International
Conference “Contemporary Global Economy: Trends and Prospects” held by the Faculty of
Economics, St. Petersburg State University (April 25, 2008) and made own presentations.
Stays abroad
During their PhD studies, the participant of the CGES
GP programme have the opportunity to spend up to
six months abroad on a research and study purposes.
In 2008, three students made use of this proposal:
Alexander Gnatenko (research and study stay in
Berlin); Darya Lisytzina (research and study stay in
Vienna), Olga Khalliste (research and study stay in
Helsinki). Oxana Charushina has reached an
agreement with Turku School of Economics and the
Finnish Institute of Foreign Affairs about her research
trips to the respective institutions in the first half of
2009.
Cooperation with other networks
Within the framework of its Graduate Programme as well as within the broader PhD work,
the CGES enjoyed the cooperation with Jena University (Graduate School on European
Studies), and the DAAD PhD candidates conference in Paris (Zentren-Network).
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5.2. New Students (the 2nd Cohort)

Application and Selection
The selection procedure for the students of the 2nd cohort of the Graduate Programme took
place at St. Petersburg State University in October 24-25, 2008. The Selection committee
included Prof. Nikita Lomagin, Prof. Dr. Andreas Vasilache, Dr. Tatjana Zimenkova. The
Graduate Programme received 21 applications, presenting different academic institutions
and disciplines.
Institutions represented:
-

St. Petersburg State University: 17;
European University at St. Petersburg: 4;
Other institutions: 1 (St. Petersburg State University of Engineering and Economics)

Disciplinary division:
-

Economists: 9;
Sociologists: 7;
Political scientists: 3;
Historians: 1;
Journalists: 1

The criteria of selection were:
-

The focus on German and European Studies;
Empirical orientation and empirical research integration;
Realistic proposal for the timeframe of the PhD;
Strong focus on social sciences, interdisciplinarity.

Further criteria were:
-

International experience of the candidates;
Interest in the study and supervision of European institutions;
Grounded ideas of the research and study abroad;
Number of publications,
Excellent references.

Results of the selection
The following candidates were admitted enjoying a full scholarship (precondition: precision of
the proposal within the 6 months period; excellent performance during the studies, reflected
in the periodic reports; successful attachment to the European institutions and successful
field research):
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List of the PhD students admitted to the CGES Graduate Programme in 2008

Name

Organisation

Topic

Samoletova,
Alla

European University at
St. Petersburg, Faculty
of Political Science and
Sociology

Voting behavior in the elections to the
European Parliament in post-communist
countries of Central and Eastern Europe

Ryzhkovski,
Vladimir

European University at
St. Petersburg, Faculty
of History

Molding a nonconformist historian in the
postwar USSR: A.J.Gurevich’s formative
years and Soviet sociocultural context

Veits, Marina

St. Petersburg State
University, Faculty of
Sociology

Mockumentary as a mechanism of
constructing social reality: The analysis of
European and Russian cinema in the
changing media context

Subbotnitskii,
Denis

St. Petersburg State
University, Faculty of
Economics

Mathematical models of financial and
economical systems dynamics in
uncertainty conditions

Leshenko,
Konstantin

St. Petersburg State
University, Faculty of
Economics

Power security problems in comparative
perspective

Okhatrina,
Veronika

St. Petersburg State
University, Faculty of
Economics

Means of Achieving of Global Energy
Security. The Relationship of Russia and
the European Union

Some further candidates were considered as excellent candidates; who are, however, in an
advanced phase of the PhD work and cannot thus be granted a full scholarship. The
members of the selection committee agreed on the necessity to support these excellent
candidates with a part-time scholarship for finishing their PhD (3 to 5 month of the
scholarship abroad for the data collecting and supervision):
Gusev, Nikolai

St. Petersburg State
University, Faculty of
Political Science and
Philosophy

Electoral volatility and formation of a
stable party system in the East Central
European countries

Karmaeva,
Natalia

St. Petersburg State
University of Engineering
and Economics;
sociologist

Professional groups on the labor market
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Volkov,
Vladimir

St. Petersburg State
University, Faculty of
Economics

Multi-criteria estimation of strategic
development projects for German mining
enterprise (on basis of Aggregated
Indices Randomization Method)

(For the whole list of the candidates see Annex 11.4)
Within the first three months, candidates had to revise their proposals and present them to
the Head of Graduate Programme, develop time schedules of their stays abroad and
empirical studies. They are invited to visit all CGES activities, especially those, oriented on
the methodology and empirics of the European studies.

5.3. Further Development of the CGES Graduate Programme

The CGES considers different cooperation opportunities within its Graduate Programme.
a.

The details of cooperation and mutual recognitions of credit points with a new
Bielefeld Graduate School in History and Sociology (http://www.uni-bielefeld.de/bghs/,
part of the excellence initiative) are being cleared.

b.

The CGES applied for participation in the Graduate Network of the Middle
Europe Centre of the Technical University Dresden.

c.

Working relationships with the European University at St. Petersburg are
developing in many formats. PhD students are given an opportunity to take courses of
their interest. For instance, the 2nd Cohort was invited to take a course by a visiting
lecturer from Oxford University Victoria Donovan on the Methodology of Social
Research. Five PhD students expressed their willingness to participate. Also, a
course on IR and Foreign Policy Analysis by Prof. Nikita Lomagin is open to all
interested. Also, PhD students are invited to workshops held at the EUSP, and its vast
library sources (including electronic data-bases) are available for our students.

d.

Taking into account the need of dissemination effect of the Graduate
Programme, some PhD students will be later invited to contribute to building of a
EuroFaculty in Pskov. For the Faculty of Economics of St. Petersburg State University
is one of five donors to this project (alongside with Turku School of Economics,
University of Turku, Stockholm School of Business in St. Petersburg, University of
Trondheim Business School and Roskilde University) there are some plans to involve
PhD students in networking and supporting the EuroFaculty in Pskov after obtaining
doctoral degrees.
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6. Scientific Dialogue: CGES Events
As previously and as in the future, the CGES pays much attention to the organization and
development of the scientific dialogues between the Russian and the German as well as
European researchers, students and professors. Therefore, the CGES workshopw and
conferences as well as public lectures, schools and other public scientific events are a
constitutive part of the CGES activities.

6.1. Public Discussion in the Framework of the German Week in St.
Petersburg: “Living Conditions of Children in Germany and Russia –
Children’s Poverty and Children in Big Cities”
April 16, 2008

Participants:
Prof. Dr. Sabine Andresen, Faculty of Pedagogic, Bielefeld University
Dr. Olga Bezrukova, Faculty of Sociology, St. Petersburg State University
Julia Batluk, Head of Programme NGO "Doctors for Children"
Moderator: Viktor Voronkov, Director of the Centre of Independent Social Research, St.
Petersburg
Language: Russian and German (with translation)
The discussion was organized by the CGES in cooperation with the German-Russian
Exchange in St. Petersburg in the framework of the German Week in St. Petersburg. It took
place in Café D, in the Cultural Centre of the Goethe Institute in St. Petersburg. The
responsibilities of the CGES were organizing the participation of Russian and German
professors as well as the invitation of the public.
Following the Shell–study on youth research which was presented to the public during the
German Week 2007 in the framework of the 1. WORLD VISION Children research in
Germany (http://www.worldvisionkinderstudie.de/) a study of children’s’ living conditions was
organized, based on a representative survey of children younger than 11. The financing of
the research activities was taken over by the NGO „World Vision Deutschland e.V.".
The life circumstances of children are currently also studied in St. Petersburg at the Faculty
of Sociology of the State University St. Petersburg and in the NGO „Doctors for children“,
whose representatives were also invited for the discussion from the Russian side.
As a result, an interesting and active discussion was held around the issues of the children’s
poverty in Germany and Russia that gave an opportunity to compare the German and
Russian cases. The participants of the discussion presented the results of their studies as
well as perspectives of their practical implementation.
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There were approximately 30 interested visitors, among them representatives of different
academic and social organizations of St Petersburg as well as students.
This event realized the goals of the CGES’ outreach since some new topics were introduced
and some new people became acquainted with the CGES. Another achievement in the field
of outreach was the appearance of the two professors on the radio ‘Ekho Moskvy in St.
Petersburg’. They have presented their studies and research findings on air from 13.05. to
14.00 p.m.(with a break). This can be seen as a big outreach success of the CGES.

6.2. Conference in the Framework of the German Week in St. Petersburg:
“Identity and Integration: Experiences in Russia and Germany”
April 14, 2008
The Conference was organized by the CGES in cooperation with the Russian Branch of the
Friedrich-Ebert-Foundation (FES) within the framework of the German Week in St.
Petersburg. The CGES took over the responsibility for the participants from St. Petersburg
as well as for the attracting the public. As a result, an interesting programme was set
together with the partners from FES Moscow and St. Petersburg. The conference consisted
of three parts with one German and one Russian presentation in each. The topics were
formulated in such a way that the recent transformations of national, supranational and
regional identities could be analyzed first in Russia, than in Germany and finally in the NorthWest region of Russia and St. Petersburg (see the programme in Annex 11.9). In this way, it
was made possible to present and systematically discuss both Russian and German
perspectives on the recent development of two countries. It helped to achieve a better
understanding of common and different development trends and strengthened the interest
among researchers and students in such comparisons and, generally, in issues of identity .
Totally there were approximately 60 participants of the conference with the representatives
of different academic institutions of St. Petersburg and students among them. They
evaluated the event as excellent. Thus, the outreach effect an be seen as very good.
Generally, the CGES has avoided an own co-financing, and the co-working consisted only of
the organizational and scientific work.
As a result and follow-up of the conference, within the year 2008 the following bi-lingual
publication of the conference papers was prepared by the FES and CGES representatives
(in Russian and German languages):
Teschendorf P., Belokurova E., Unrau M. (eds.) V poiskah Rossii: Serija publikatsii k diskusii
ob identichnosti / Auf der Suche nach Russland. Eine Reihe zur Identitaetsdebatte [On
Search of Russia: Publication Series for Discussion on Identities], St. Petersburg: Intersocis,
2008, p. 45-63 (in Russian), S. 123-142 (in German).
The book was presented by the authors, mostly from St Petersburg, to the broader academic
public on December 5, 2008 in the framework of the Annual Scientific Conference in the
European University at St. Petersburg. The main discussion concentrated on issues of
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regional and local identities analyzed in the article of Elena Belokurova and Maria Nozhenko,
but also the other authors of the volume Boris Wiener and Viktor Voronkov presented their
ideas on the identity studies in Russia and Europe. Further outreach was the result, and the
book was disseminated among students and representatives of different academic
institutions of St. Petersburg.
The book was also sent to the most important institutional partners of the CGES in Germany
and different Russian cities as a present together with Season’s Greetings. In such a way,
further outreach and dissemination were provided.

6.3. Second Summer School “European Union Studies: Methodological
Opportunities and Limits”, St. Petersburg, Strelna
June 18-22, 2008

The programme of the Summer School was designed
following this demand, it consisted of lectures of
German and Russian professors and the participants’
presentations on their PhD research in progress (See
the programme and list of participants in the Annex
11.8). This structure proved itself as very effective.
Lectures of German professors were dedicated to the
state of the art in theory and contemporary studies on
different European issues. They were reflected in the
lectures of the Russian professors who spoke about the
implementation of those theories and research results
for the field of both European and Russian politics and
society and the possibilities and effectiveness of those
theories for analyzing Russian reality. Those both
discussions took place in the morning, and in the
afternoon they continued in the course of participants’
presentations. Thus, the participants had an opportunity
to discuss their topics in the context of relevant
theoretical debates, test the theories on the empirical
data, as well as the possibility to discuss the
methodological issues on concrete examples. In this
way the afternoon research seminars helped the PhD
students to get new impulses and perspectives as well
as better understand the general principles of
interconnections between the theory and methodology
in the research. In almost all of the evaluation
questionnaires of participants such a concept and
structure of the programme were marked as the
strongest point of the Summer School (see Annex 11.8).
After the general introduction on the first day (three
introductory lectures concerning different aspects of
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methodology and the following discussions), during three further days there were three main
topics discussed and worked out especially intensive. The first one was connected with the
nation states and citizenship in Europe, the second one was dedicated to the new
tendencies of globalization and borders. The third day was concentrated on the federalism
and regionalism studies in Europe and Russia. Each of the topics was discussed during one
day with lectures of German and Russian lecturers and experts as well as participants’
presentations. The topics of the participants could fit very well into the proposed framework
of the lectures.
Generally, one can speak about a very high quality of discussions, both from the scientific as
well as methodological points of view. It has shown due to the high motivation and
knowledge of the professors and participants as well as the focusing of the discussions
during the whole Summer School on the particular topics as guidelines. High interest of the
participants was obvious due to the active participation as well as their answers in the
evaluation feed-back questionnaires.
A very friendly and positive working atmosphere was possible not least due to the
teambuilding activities in the very beginning of the School and in the evenings. The
systematic selection of the participants with the equal knowledge and interests from different
regions, universities and disciplines was approved. The reduction of the group size from 20
to 16 people appeared as a happy circumstance since each presentation could be paid more
attention to but there were still enough of them to have a lively discussion and effective work.
Active participation of the German and Russian professors in the discussions following the
students’ presentations and their presence during the whole Summer School was an
important factor of success. Discussions often continued in the breaks helping to develop
new ideas and contacts in an informal atmosphere.
The subsequent feed-back questionnaires as well as the oral evaluation statements of the
participants confirmed the appreciation and usefulness of the Summer School. Based on the
experience of the previous Summer School last year, this time more attention was paid to
the methodological aspects what was very positively evaluated by the participants. The
organization and the accommodation had a very positive feedback as well. But it was
emphasized that in the future there should be more time dedicated to discussions and
theoretical considerations regarding the modern problems of the European Union and a
widening of group work on concrete case studies.

Lecturers of the Summers School:
Dr. G. Yarovoy, Dr. M. Nozhenko, Prof. Dr. M. Nettesheim, Dr. E. Nikiforova
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The Summer School was evaluated very positively by the participants, professors and
organizers, both concerning the content as well as quality of organization. The results of the
Summer School showed that it was very important and useful for young Russian researchers
and PhD students. Therefore, it was decided to continue this practice and to organize the
Third Summer School in the year 2009. It could be dedicated to the same or other topics, but
the structure should stay the same. All three partners have already agreed on it. By the
preparation of the Third Summer School it will be also necessary to take into consideration
some critical points arisen in the evaluation of both participants and organizers. There should
be a time slot left for the work on connections of methodology and methods on particular
examples. The experience of the Summer School has also shown that the advertisement
should be more intensive to attract a wider spectrum of participants both disciplinary and
regionally. The arrangements with the professors should be made earlier to provide
speakers best suitable for the structure and idea of the Summer School.

As a follow-up of the First and the Second Summer Schools a publication of the participants’
articles was organized in the form of the edited collecting volume. For these purposes, a call
for publications was organized around the former participants of two Summer schools. As a
result, 12 proposals were received from participants of the first school 2007 (among them
two articles were prepared by PhD students supported by the CGES in 2006) and 12
proposals from participants of the second school 2008. Nevertheless, finally only 14 articles
were written and submitted for publication by December 2008.
The prepared publication is now under edition by Dr. Elena Belokurova and after approval of
the CGES Scientific Board it should be printed in spring 2009. Because the CGES Summer
Schools for Russian postgraduate students “European Union Studies: Methodological
Opportunities and Limits” are to be continued yearly on the regular basis, it was suggested to
continue the publication of such series of publications. Some potential authors, who could
not prepare their articles for the publication 2008, could be interested in a publication in the
future.
Therefore, a common general title *European Politics and Society: Studies of Young Russian
Scholars* was proposed as well as a division into two parts: “European politics” and
“European societies”. The table of contents of the first volume to be printed in spring 2009
looks as following (list of all proposed articles see in Annex 11.12).
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Volume 1. European Politics and Society: Studies of Young Russian Scholars
Politics
The concept of Empire in the politics of Gladstone’s cabinets in Britain in 1880-1890s, by
Ekaterina Kovaleva
Role of Consultative Bodies in the Policy-Making Process: Cases of Russia and the
European Union, by Anna Tarasenko
Legal Status of the Nordic Council, by Ekaterina Pakkonen
Free-rider problem as a reflection on transformation of Scandinavian model of liberal political
system, by Ilja Ermolin
European peace-keeping potential. A look back at the European involvement in the Bosnian
war, by Vasiliy Khokhlov
Society
Improvement of Social-Cultural Mechanisms of Citizens’ Communication in the European
Union, by Natalya Goncharuk
Transmitting ‘European’ Norms and Values: EU policies to non-member states (the case of
Russian Federation versus the case of Ukraine: 1994 – 2007), by Lubov’ Yaroshenko
Interpersonal Trust as Following the Rule: Interrelating Evidences from Russia and EU, by
Alishev Timirkhan
Identity Politics in Russia: Europe in Russian Political Discourse, by Elena Zumarova
Features of the European identity of Russian students, by Natalya Danilova
Studies of Intercultural Communication within the Ethnic Environment in Russia: Application
of the European Approaches, by Natalya Chusova
Success of the Bologna Process Implementation in Russia: Experts' Views, by Elena
Stepanova
The Adjective in political discourse of Russian and German languages, by Tatyana Kovaleva
American Cinema on the Second World War: between the Truths and Myths, by Natalya
Munina
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6.4. The First CGES Workshop on Methodology of European Comparison,
St. Petersburg

September 26-27, 2008

The First CGES Workshop on Methodology of European Comparison and the CGES plan to
establish a workshop series on the methodology of comparison had a twofold motivation. On
the one hand, theoretical and empirical shift in comparison approaches in Europe (caused by
processes of globalisation, Europeanization, transnationalisation 2 ); classical cross-national
comparison is continuously loosing ground. This motivated the CGES to open a forum for
discussion about the questions of comparison between social scientists, working in a
comparative perspective, especially those concentrated on German and European studies,
and to bring them together with young scientists, who for the first time face a challenge of
comparison in their work. On the other side, the CGES gathered unique experience in
comparative studies of Germany, Russia and other European countries, through this
workshop the Centre was aiming to share it proficiency with young scientists.
During the workshop, young and experienced scientists from the both countries had the
opportunity to discuss about the influence of the Europeanization on the comparative studies
in social sciences, about the specifics of comparison in modern Europe. Theoretical
contributions were followed by the presentations of the empirical problems and research
results. On September 27, young scientists and PhD students had a possibility to present
their comparative research projects, to articulate their specifics problems in the study of
Germany and Russia (and other European societies).
During the workshop, theoretical inputs were provided by Dr. Zimenkova and Dr.
Yaroshenko, both CGES St. Petersburg, Prof. Rezajev (Faculty of Sociology, SPSU), as
disputant: Dr. Ingrid Oswald (Humboldt University Berlin). Presentations on methodology of
the comparative research were done by Dr. Denis Gruber, CGES St. Petersburg, as
disputant: Oleg Pachenkov (Centre for Independent Sociological Research, St. Petersburg,
deputy director) and by Dr. Mikhail Sokolov (European University at St. Petersburg), as
Disputant Dr. Zimenkova. Empirical inputs were offered by Prof. Dr. Andresen (Educational
Sciences, Bielefeld University), as disputant Prof. E. Zdravomyslova (Gender Studies,
European University at St. Petersburg) and by Prof. Dr. Kozlovsky (Faculty of Sociology,
SPSU), as disputant Dr. Yaroshenko (CGES St. Petersburg). See the Programme of the
Workshop in the Annex 11.10)

2

For the theoretical background of the workshop see description of the state of the art by T. Zimenkova

http://zdes.spb.ru/text/comparative_art.pdf
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Dr. Tatjana Zimenkova, Dr. Mikhail Sokolov
presenting at the First CGES Workshop on Methodology of European Comparison

The multidisciplinary discussions on all levels (theory, methodology and praxis of research)
included contributions of sociologists, educational scientists, political scientists, economists
and social anthropologists.
Special events for young scientists and PhD students during the workshop included round
table discussion with interdisciplinary international experts of the comparative study.
Furthermore, as a vision of the future of comparative research which is relevant for the
praxis, young scholars and organisers of the Workshop visited debates “European Boarders
and European Identity” (during the “First Day of Europe in St. Petersburg” 3 ). Prof. Dr. Nikita
Lomagin (Faculty of Economics, SPSU), Head of Graduate Programme of the CGES was
one of the disputants during the discussion.
Results and Follow ups
Scientific results of the workshop first of all include the list of the major problems, scientists
face, while doing comparative research between Germany (and Europe) and Russia. These
results are also applicable to any international common scientific work in social sciences,
based on the comparison.
The central problems, which appear in these contexts, are the problems of the possibility of
common analysis, of the applicability of the instruments and compatibility of the results.
A further question is whether comparative research really contains the comparison in the
sense of common research and gaining of compatible data and then working with the same
instruments, or whether the “compatibility elements” only serve the illustration matters, but
do not build the core procedure of the research.
Further problems are connected to the hierarchies of the research partners, and the
opposition between the so called “safari research” and equal partnership during the
development of the research design.

3

For a short video report (in Russian) see

http://eur.ru/video/index.php?PAGE_NAME=detail&SECTION_ID=6&ELEMENT_ID=111
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The specifics of research within different European countries, and thus, the specifics of
comparing Germany with other countries of the EU, lies within the similarity of legal
structures and spaces, and still very distinct differences on the level of societal praxis (which
could be very well observed using the presented examples of comparative projects form the
educational sphere, e.g. on the example of the projects from the sphere of Life Long
Learning).
Lively discussions of the experience and theoretical and methodological approaches to the
comparative studies very much profited from the interdisciplinarity of the participants, starting
with political scientists, who see the comparison as essential and indispensable part of their
disciplinary research approach up to qualitative sociologists, claiming the difficulties of
finding compatible cases for research and social anthropologists.
Especially PhD students (among them those of the CGES PhD programme), who presented
the comparative components of their research to the forum, profited from the multi-faceted
advises of the experts. Students of the MA SES joint the first day of theoretical and
methodological presentation, and the practical component, the Debate on the European
Identity during the Day of Europe.
The participants concluded that this first seminar of methodology of comparison has reached
its goal of bringing together experts and young scientists, interested in the comparative
research, and to make the problems of comparative research more visible within the St.
Petersburg interdisciplinary community of scientists, oriented towards German and European
Studies. After the forum was created, and the genuine interest of the young scientists has
proven to be very intensive, the next steps were planned.
Due to very specific questions of the comparative research on the level of theory and
methodology, and at the same time due to the strong demand of learning comparative
methodology among the young scientists, the follow ups will focus on two general lines:
•

Scientific follow ups. The next workshop on the methodology of comparison will take
place in the end of 2009 or early 2010. The group of experts suggested designing the
next workshop around two successful comparative projects in order to discuss on
detail successes and problems of methodological and theoretical approach. Young
scientists and PhD students are invited to join the discussion.

•

Master classes in comparative research for young scholars: These master classes will
consist of two experts, which will present their experience and methods of comparison
and consult young scientists on their comparative research design and problems. A
first such master class will take place in late spring in St. Petersburg.
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6.5. Methodological Workshop for PhD Students and Young Scientists
“Understanding Besides the Cultural Borders”, St. Petersburg
October 27-28, 2008

One of the CGES’ regular methodological workshops “Understanding besides the cultural
borders” in the frame of the Methodological Workshop Series was organized in cooperation
with the Centre for Independent Sociological Research and conducted by Dr. Tatjana
Zimenkova as a trainer. She made a two-days intensive course in the introduction and
practice of sequential analysis.
The workshop was designed for the PhD students (PhD students form the Graduate
Programme of the CGES and from the European University attended the workshop) and for
young scientists (staff members of the CISR). However, some experienced scientists (e.g.
Prof. Zdravomyslova from the European University and Viktor Voronkov, the Director of the
CISR) attended the workshop, which brought about very intensive and informative
methodological discussions, and gave the young scholars very detailed information about
advantages and disadvantages of different analytical methods.
Sequential analysis is based on the procedure of the Objective Hermeneutics, and allows
deep analysis of the texts (interview protocols, letters, textbooks, any written and picture
materials). In the frame of the seminar the trainer suggested using such analysis in
cooperative projects, in order to explicate all the similarities and the differences, appearing
within European comparisons.

“Understanding Besides the Cultural Borders” Workshop

The workshop consisted of three parts:
•

Introduction of the main theoretical ideas of sequential analysis (for the qualitative
analysis of the text within the one’s own culture and text from other countries and
cultures);

•

Main methodological ideas, exemplary application of the main methodological steps,
common exemplary analysis;
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•

Analysis of the text of the participants – first group analysis in a real research
situation.

An exemplary application of the method can be found in:
Tatjana Zimenkova: “Citizenship Through Faith and Feelings: Defining Citizenship in
Citizenship Education. An Exemplary Textbook Analysis”, in Journal of Social Science
Education, Volume 7, Number 1, pp 81-111.
Follow ups:
•

Detailed exemplary analysis with usage of the sequential analysis for the teaching
and learning aims will be published in the Working Papers of the CGES in spring
2009;

•

All the PhD students, who attended the workshop were offered to contact Dr.
Zimenkova for assistance of the texts analysis (especially research Data in English
and German).

•

Further trainings can be done any time on demand.

6.6. Research Workshop on Citizenship Education, Sofia
November 8, 2008
In November 2008, the German Federal Agency for Civic Education organised a conference
on “Citizenship Education Facing Nationalism and Populism in Europe” in Sofia. This big
public event was visited by some of the cooperation partners, the CGES already worked with
within the framework of the research line “Citizenship Conceptions in Contemporary Europe”,
and consequently within the research cluster Democracy, Citizenship and Governance.
Scientists from Bulgaria, Germany, Russia and Spain (educational scientists, sociologists
and linguists) took part in the meeting. They discussed their current work on citizenship
education in order to find a common denominator to unite their efforts within a shared
comparative design (see CGES workshop on the Methodology of Comparison). The
challenge of such a work without a given financing is to operationalise the cases selected for
research in a way that would make comparative study reasonable.
The discussion on the common research interests and work done so far brought about the
idea of common research design. The new common project on the comparison of policies
and practices of participation within Europe with special focus on Germany and Russia as a
comparative case will start its work in winter 2009. Within the CGES it will be attached to the
research cluster “Democracy, Citizenship and Governance”. This research should intensify
the existing network, and serve as a possible basis for the cooperative project financing in
the future. The form of the research to be done by all participants includes comparative
ethnographic studies (description of the “participation” theories and practices in the
citizenship education textbooks, in schools and lessons) with some strong aspects on
linguistics. For more details see “Research Activities in Germany and Europe: Follow ups”.
As the first step of the research, a comparative textbook analysis is planned.
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A further result of the workshop was the decision to make a common conference (two parts:
public event with participation of highly ranked politicians from Germany/ EU and Russia,
journalists and public personalities; in a second part of the conference, scientific discussions
on citizenship, civic education and participation policies and practices in Germany, Russia
and Europe, as well as heritage of participation in transition countries) in October 2009 in St.
Petersburg, as a cooperative event of the CGES, SPbGU and Centre for Independent
Sociological research (http://www.cisr.ru/index.en.html). See the preliminary plan of the
conference as attachment

Research Workshop on Citizenship Education

6.7. Conference ”Comparative Federalism: Russian Problems in
Comparative Perspective”, St. Petersburg
November 21-22, 2008
The Centre for German and European studies was co-organizer of the Conference, in cooperation with the Legislative Assembly of St. Petersburg, St. Petersburg Philosophic
Society, Faculty of Philosophy and Political Science of St. Petersburg State University,
Research Committee on Comparative Politics of the Russian Association of Political
Science. Prof. Skvortsov, Russian Director was a member of the Organizing Committee, Dr.
Elena Belokurova, Russian Deputy Director, was a member of the Programming Committee.
The conference was mostly dedicated to the discussion of the Russian federalism problems
and perspectives, but the CGES contributed to the creation of a comparative framework by
bringing in the German and European perspectives. In general, the conference was focused
on the discussion of a broad variety of issues related both with the theoretical and practical
problems of federalism. The following aspects were considered: federalism and democracy;
division of competencies between the federal and regional authorities; economic policy,
budget and taxation in federations; globalization and localization: consequences for
federations; definitions and contemporary problems of the Russian federalism etc.
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The Centre for German and European Studies invited two professors from Germany, to
speak about contemporary problems of the German federalism system and reforms as well
as about the contemporary federalism
studies in Germany and Europe.
In the plenary session, the following
presentations were made:
Prof. Dr. Detlef Sack (University of
Bielefeld, Germany): Principles and
Problems of the German Cooperative
Federalism
Prof. Dr. Uwe Leonardy (First ViceChair of the IPSA Comparative
Federalism and Federation Research
Committee,
Germany):
The
Relevance of Territorial Reforms for
the Renewal of Federal Systems.
Prof. Dr. Detlef Sack presenting at the conference
“Comparative Federalism”

Both
German
professors
were
supported by the CGES in all
organizational and logistic aspects. The travel and accommodation costs of Prof. Dr. Sack
were also covered by the CGES. Third party funding from the International Association of
Political Science was raised for covering these costs of Prof. Uwe Leonardy .
The presentation abstracts were published in the book Solonin Ju., Smorgunov L. (eds.)
“Sovermennyi Federalism: Rossiiskie Problemy v sravnitelnoi perspective [Contemporary
Federalism: Russian Problems in Comarative Perspective], St. Petersburg: SPSU, 2008.
Presentation of D. Sack “Principles and Problems of the German Cooperative Federalism”:
p. 289-292.
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7. Informational Resources Management
By working in St. Petersburg since 2002, the CGES collected many very important resources
in the field of German and European studies which are actively used by researchers,
students and professors from Russia, Germany and other countries. The dissemination of
these information and resources to the broader public and interested people is one of the
most important goals of the CGES activities. Therefore, dissemination elements are involved
into all CGES activities, but some further special informational resources activities should
also be mentioned.
Mainly, informational resources are maintained and disseminated through the CGES library
and web pages as well as through publications and distribution of material related with the
CGES activities.

7.1. The CGES Library
Funds
The CGES has a library with more than
3 000 books. It partly consists of books
given to the CGES by the testament of Prof.
Dr. Dieter Baacke. Some books and the full
collection of the Koelner Zeitschrift fuer
Soziologie und Sozialpsychologie were
presented by Prof. Dr. Kaufmann. During
2008, the stocking of the library funds was
conducted mainly by the CGES orders, gifts
of the partners and visitors of the CGES and
free exemplars (e.g. books from the
publishing house of the European University
at St. Petersburg, Higher School of
Economics, Moscow, etc.).
Catalogue
Since the last year, the CGES library has an electronic catalogue on the basis of the librarian
client programme IRBIS available to all users on one of the CGES computers. The catalogue
is regularly updated by the librarian (Anna Zhelnina).
Database access
The CGES library also has access to the electronic databases St. Petersburg University has
subscribed. They are accessible from all computers in the CGES office. A list of the
databases is available to all visitors.
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Users
The library is mostly used by the CGES co-workers and students of MA SES and Graduate
Programme, but in 2008 the number of the ‘outside’ visitors increased. Those are mainly
students from the Faculty of Sociology of the SPSU (non MA SES). The most popular books
belong to the fields of cultural studies, European studies, migration and ethnic studies,
economic sociology. A special point of interest are the CGES publications, first of all, the
book ‘Zuhause fremd’ (Ipsen-Peitzmeier, Sabine / Kaiser, Markus (eds.): Zuhause fremd –
Russlanddeutsche zwischen Russland und Deutschland. Bielefeld: transcript, 2006).

7.2. The CGES Web-Sites
In 2008 the presence of the CGES on the Internet (www.zdes.spb.ru) has attracted serious
attention and was put on the high priority level. It is permanently updated with the news from
the CGES: research information and reports, summer schools and seminars are presented
in the Web with reading materials, programmes and pictures, the new accessions of the
library, etc. All materials are available in Russian, German and/or English language.

Information about the research project ‘Perceptions of the Russian Feminism by the
Russian and European Students’

New web-site design (to be launched in spring 2009)
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Nevertheless, in 2008 it was recognized that the web design and the structure of the present
web-site do not correspond to the latest technical requirements. Therefore, a new web-site
with clear structure and new user-friendly design is now being developed and planned to be
launched in Spring 2009.
The second CGES Web-Site, which is dedicated to the MA SES Programme was elaborated
by the DAAD lecturer Miriam Nasdala-Flick and launched in Spring 2008. It contains detailed
information about the content and concept of the Programme, information about the
professors teaching in the Programme and their syllabuses as well as students and alumni of
the Programme. This Web-Site is maintained and regularily renewed by the new DAAD
lecturer Dr. Denis Gruber.
Additionally, with the intention to promote the CGES on the Internet, the following measures
were proposed and partly implemented or should be implemented in 2009:
-

Continuous update of the database of web resources with all information about
workshops and summer schools as well as the educational web-portals and
subscription lists, where the information of the CGES should be send for
dissemination. Those are professional communities in LiveJournal, etc. An extra
'research' is needed to develop the list, so far we know only several most popular
'federal' portals. We should also advertise on the regional web-pages, on the
university pages etc.

-

Every event of the CGES should be advertised in the professional blogs: such as
communities "sociolog", sociologia_by, aspirantura_ru, disser, etc. Previous good
experiences with such advertising, first of all the accessibility of young scholars make
this kind of advertising very promising for the future

-

Building of contacts with the educational portals to put the CGES information in the
news, granting opportunities etc., e.g. on the ecsocman.edu.ru and rsci.ru, they also
spread the information mailing lists with good 'feedback'.

7.3. The CGES Publications
The CGES is very active in preparing publications on different aspects of German and
European studies, which are related to different activities of the CGES. In the field of
teaching, the syllabuses of the MA SES Economic Module were prepared for publication. In
the field of research, each research cluster prepared publications presenting its results. In
the field of scientific dialogue, papers presented at the conferences and seminars were
published. All the papers published by the MA SES were approved by the CGES Scientific
Board.
The list of publications prepared in 2008 is presented in the following table:
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CGES Publications Prepared in 2008:
•

Belokurova, Elena (ed.) (2009) European Politics and Society. Studies of Young
Russian Scholars. Volume 1, St. Petersburg: Intersocis.

•

Ivleva, Irina (2008) Die Strassenökonomie im russischen Alltag. Muenster: LIT.

•

Kaiser, Markus; Solovieva, Zoia (2009). Return migration to Russia: social profiles
of returnees, reintegration patterns, sustainability. St. Petersburg: CGES/BAMF
(unpublished report)

•

Karpenko, Oxana (2008). Problematization of the usage of the category “narod” in
Russian political, administrative and educational discourse // Journal of Social
Science Education. Vol. 9. No 1. Pp. 134-163.

•

Shershneva, Elena; Kuznetsova, Ludmila (eds.) (2009) The Economic Europe:
Course Syllabuses. Module: MA Programme 521221 “Studies in European
Societies”, St. Petersburg: Intersocis.

•

Teschendorf, Peter; Belokurova Elena; Urnau Marina (eds.) (2008) V poiskah
Rossii: Serija publikatsii k diskusii ob identichnosti / Auf der Suche nach Russland.
Eine Reihe zur Identitaetsdebatte [On Search of Russia: Publication Series for
Discussion on Identities], St. Petersburg: Intersocis, in Russian and in German.

•

Tsiulina, Anna (2008): Public Discourse on Labour Migration to Russia: A Potential
Threat to Russia’s Soft Security? Working Paper 60/2008, COMCAD - Center on
Migration, Citizenship and Development. Bielefeld.

•

Zimenkova, Tatjana & Hedtke, Reinhold (2008). The Talk-and-Action Approach to
Citizenship Education. An Outline of a Methodology of Critical Studies in
Citizenship Education // Journal of Social Science Education. Vol. 9. No. 1. Pp. 535.

•

Zimenkova, Tatjana (2008). Citizenship through Faith and Feelings: Defining
Citizenship in Citizenship Education. An Exemplary Textbook Analysis // Journal of
Social Science Education. Vol. 9. No 1. Pp. 81-111.

•

Yaroshenko, Svetlana (ed.) (2009) Perceptions of Russian Feminism by Students
of Russian and European Universities, St. Petersburg: Intersocis.

In 2008, it was decided to continue the publication of the CGES Working Papers, which
should be available on the Internet at least and can be also printed if necessary. Seven
CGES Working Papers were prepared for publication and approved by the Scientific Board.
Among others, the papers of the best MA theses submitted and defended by the graduates
of the MA SES Programme were selected for publication. The five best theses were
proposed by professors of the Programme, then were evaluated by the Scientific Board and
recommended for publication. The alumni worked on their papers and submitted them for
publication. As a result, the CGES Working Papers are listed bellow.
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CGES Working Papers 2008 (approved by Scientific Board):
•

Möller, Julia Erato. Depolitization in Citizenship Education (Publication of the BA
Thesis), CGES Working Paper, 2008-01.

•

Zimenkova, Tatjana (2008) Exemplary Analysis with Usage of Sequential Method.
Methodological Example on the Citizenship Education Materials (as supporting
materials for the “Workshop Understanding besides the Cultural Borders); CGES
Working Paper, 2008-02.

•

Klimkova, Maya (2006) German Cultural Policy: Sphere of Integration and
Intercultural Work (Publication of the MA Thesis), CGES Working Paper, 2008-03.

•

Savikovskaya, Yulia (2006) Migration from Post-Soviet Russia to Germany and the
UK: Immigration and Integration Patterns on the Pages of Russian-Language Press
in London and Berlin, CGES Working Paper (Publication of the MA Thesis), 2008-04.

•

Peters, Rob (2008) Contemporary Migration from the Polish to the UK Labor Market:
The Effect on Wages and Employment (Publication of the MA Thesis), CGES Working
Paper, 2008-05.

•

Sementina, Irina (2008) Challenges of Human Resource Formation Facing German
Companies in Russia: Cultural Aspect (Publication of the MA Thesis), CGES Working
Paper, 2008-06.

•

Tsiulina, Anna (2008) Labour Migration to Russia: A potential Threat to Russia’s Soft
Security? (Publication of the MA Thesis), CGES Working Paper, 2008-07.

Due to the attractiveness of such a form of publication for alumni and its high dissemination
impact, it is planned to continue this series in the future. The generally high quality of the MA
SES theses will partly provide the ongoing WP Series publications.
As a matter of informational resources management, the CGES and MA SES flyers and
posters in Russian, German and English languages are regularly printed for broad
distribution of information about its activities. The CGES flyers are usually distributed on the
relevant educational fairs and CGES events, among all interested persons and visitors. In
September 2008, the CGES flayers were also distributed among the participants of GermanRussian “St. Petersburg Dialogue” held in St. Petersburg.
The information about the CGES activities and events is distributed also through the CGES
electronic mailing lists which contain many addresses of persons and institutions interested
in German and European studies in St. Petersburg, Russia and Europe. It is carefully
maintained and enriched as well as continually updated.
Information about all CGES activities is permanently updated at the CGES WebPage.
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8. Management Structure
From the point of view of organizational and management structure of the CGES, the year
2008 was characterized by a far-reaching transition period which followed the External
Academic Evaluation of the first five years of the CGES development. The Evaluation took
place in 2007. Its results provoked an intensive discussion about the further five years. The
new strategy as well as new Five Years Application to the DAAD was discussed and
prepared by Bielefeld University and St. Petersburg State University in permanent
consultation with the DAAD representatives.
As a result of the evaluation and following discussions, the organizational and management
structure of the CGES will be streamlined. It already has been radically changed and will be
reconfigured further. These changes were oriented towards two major goals: to facilitate the
management structure on the one hand and to strengthen St Petersburg office on the other
hand.

8.1. CGES Governing Structures
According to the CGES contract, the meetings of the Scientific Board and Coordinating
Committee should take place annually. The Scientific Board met in Bielefeld in June 2008,
the Coordinating Committee in St. Petersburg in October 2008. Both were mainly dedicated
to the discussion of the overall CGES development strategy for the next five years.
Scientific Board
The CGES Scientific Board consists of German and Russian professors, who evaluate all
academic activities of the CGES, in such a way guarantying high professional quality. It
discusses all publications and applications for academic activities within the CGES as well
their reports. The Scientific Board has a consultative function and its recommendations
should be taken into consideration by the CGES leadership.
The 14th Scientific Board (SB) meeting took place on June 27, 2008, at Bielefeld University.
The following SB members and guests participated in the meeting: Prof. Dr. Joanna PfaffCzarnecka, Prof. Dr. Leonid Smorgunov, Prof. Dr. Werner Abelshauser, Prof. Dr. Jürgen
Feldhoff (chair and protocol), Prof. Dr. Nikolai Skvortsov, Prof. Dr. Reinhold Hedtke, Dr.
Markus Kaiser, Prof. Dr. Martin Egelhaaf (guest), Dr. Elena Belokurova (guest), Dr. Tatjana
Zimenkova (guest). Absent with valid excuse were: Prof. Dr. Andrea Lenschow, Prof. Dr.
Mathias Albert, Prof. Dr. Alexander Chepurenko, Prof. Dr. Martin Diewald, Prof. Dr. Dittrich,
Prof. Dr. Konstantin Khudolei. As a new member Mr. Smorgunov from the Faculty of
Political Science of the SPSU was especially welcomed. Mr. Egelhaaf, Vice Rector of
Bielefeld University, was welcomed as a special guest.
The agenda of the meeting included reports of the directors of the CGES especially on the
negotiations between the DAAD and the partnership universities as well as on the new
application for funding of the CGES by the DAAD 2009-2014. Aside the intensive discussion
of the overall strategy, the SB also discussed and approved a CGES Research Strategy as
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well as reports of the CGES academic activities: Research report “Citizenship Conceptions
in Europe”, Winter School of the MA Students (19. 1. – 6.2.2008), Workshop “Comparative
Federalism in Germany and Russia” (27.4. – 2.5.2008, Bonn), CGES Summer School
“European Union Studies: Methodological Opportunities and Limits” (18. – 22.6.2008, St.
Petersburg), Conference „Identitaet und Integration: Erfahrungen in Russland und
Deutschland“ organized by CGES together with the Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung, and Public
Lecture “Lebenslagen von Kindern in Deutschland und Russland” (as part of the German
Week St. Petersburg, 14. – 20.4.2008). The Scientific Board also took notice of the following
items of the agenda: Research activities of MA SES teachers, MA SES programme and
language courses, Recruitment and enrolment of Russian and international students,
Internships of the third cohort of MA-students, Theses of MA-graduates, Graduate
Programme of the CGES in St. Petersburg and cooperation with the CGES in Kaliningrad,
Students exchange 2008: St. Petersburg – Bielefeld, Erfurt, Magdeburg and GoEast
programme. For the future, the SB approved Workshop on Methodology of European
Comparison I” (27.-28.9.2008, St. Petersburg). Some new ideas for the future CGES
activities in 2009 were also discussed such as: Workshops “Public Sphere – Qualitative
Research”, “Methodology of European Comparison II”, International Conference on German
and European Studies “The Concept of Europe”. In the meeting the following workshops
were proposed to be held: workshop on migration, conference on comparison of citizenship
education in Europe, workshop on cultural foundations of European civil society. Prof.
Smorgunov announced a conference in November 2008 on comparative federalism.

Coordinating Committee
The Coordinating Committee (CC) consists of three representatives of each partner
university including rectors and professors, and one representative of the DAAD. It meets
annually and takes all important decisions of strategic character including content,
management and financial issues.
In 2008, the CGES Coordination Committee
Meeting was held on 24.10.2008, in the
White Hall of the Main Building of St.
Petersburg State University. The following
persons participated in the meeting:
Members of the CC: Prof. Kropachev (rector
of SPSU), Prof. Khudolei (vice-rector SPSU,
Dean of Department for International
Relations), Prof. Timmermann (rector of the
Bielefeld University), Prof. Feldhoff (Bielefeld
University),
Prof.
Dittrich
(Bielefeld
University). As guests, the following persons
attended the meeting: Prof. Skvortsov
(Russian Director of the CGES, SPSU), Prof.
Hedtke (German Director of the CGES,
Bielefeld
University),
Prof.
Vasilache
University),
Dr.
Zimenkova
Prof. Dr. Hedtke, Dr. Zimenkova, Prof. (Bielefeld
Skvortsov during the Coordination (German Deputy Director of the CGES,
Committee Meeting 2008 Bielefeld University). New member of the CC
Prof. Kaledin (Dean of Faculty for Geography, SPSU) was also confirmed as a future CC
member.
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During the meeting, the report of the directors of the CGES about the results of CGES
evaluation as well as about the negotiations between the DAAD, Bielefeld University and
SPSU held during the last months was confirmed. The CGES Development strategy for
2009-2014 was intensively discussed. As a result, it was decided that the CGES should
establish extended cooperation with different faculties of the SPSU. Besides the Faculty of
Sociology, other important partners could be the Faculties of Economics as well as Political
Science, with further inclusion into cooperation of other faculties. The cooperation with
different other faculties of the SPSU and the intensification of the interdisciplinarity of
research and teaching will start in 2009, through activities as multidisciplinary workshops and
public lectures, as well as an international conference, international interdisciplinary
(sociology, political science, economy, cultural sciences) winter and summer schools for PhD
candidates, etc. The cooperation must have a clear focus on German and European Studies.
The visibility and attractiveness of the MA programme “Studies in European Societies”, in
particular for students from St. Petersburg State University, should be further raised.
Different measures will be taken in order to enlarge its international profile, and to increase
the interest in European issues.
The organisational structure of the CGES was also discussed. The members of the
Coordination Committee agreed on strengthening the Russian side by giving the operative
responsibility to the Scientific Manager.
As a personal question, Prof. Dr. Andreas Vasilache was approved by all members of the
CC as the new German Director of the CGES. He should enter his position as soon as the
new trilateral CGES agreement is signed, but not later than January 1, 2009. On this
occasion, the CC members thanked Prof. Hedtke for his successful and fruitful work as a
German Director of the CGES.
The following proposals for the CGES Working Plan 2009 were approved: Workshop for the
teachers of the MA SES programme, Summer School for PhD students, interdisciplinary
international conference on citizenship education in Europe, participation in the German
Week in St. Petersburg, Winter School for MA SES students and CGES PhD students,
seminar on migration in co-operation with the Center for Independent Sociological Research,
methodological seminars for PhD students and young scientists.
In the framework of the meeting, a new bilateral co-operation agreement between the
faculties of sociology of Bielefeld University and St. Petersburg State University was signed
by two deans, Prof. Hedtke and Prof. Skvortsov respectively.

Coordination Committee Meeting, 24.10.2008
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New German Director
In October 2008, Prof. Dr. Andreas Vasilache was appointed to the associate professorship
for European Studies (W1-Juniorprofessur for social science research on Europe) at
Bielefeld University. He is dedicated to fill the position of the German director of the Centre
for German and European Studies (CGES) from the next funding period. The establishment
of this new professorship dedicated to the CGES demonstrates the interest and long-term
commitment of Bielefeld University with regard to the CGES and also to the cooperation with
St. Petersburg State University in general. The main areas of research and teaching of the
designated new German director are in Political Theory, European Studies, International
Relations, and the Epistemology and Methodology of the Social Sciences and the
Humanities. He has worked and has taught at different universities and academic institutions
in Germany, Europe (including Russia), the US and Asia. He is experienced in international
scientific cooperation and has conducted and participated in various international research-,
teaching- and cooperation-projects in the field of German and European Studies (including
institutions in Russia and the CIS, funded by various organizations as for instance
Volkswagen-Foundation, Auswärtiges Amt, Tempus/Tacis, 6th FP of the EC). In his meeting
on October 24, 2008, the CGES Coordination Committee Meeting approved Prof. Vasilache
as future German director. Designated to fill the position of the German director from 2009,
he started activities within the framework of the CGES in October 2008, focussing in
particular on 1) further intensifying the orientation of the CGES towards German and
European Studies, 2) the already initiated organizational restructuring of the CGES, 3) its
integration in new academic networks for exchange, education, and research, and 4) on
further widening the multidisciplinary focus of the CGES.

8.2. Strengthening the Russian Participation: St. Petersburg Office
As a part of the strengthening of the Russian participation in the CGES, a restructuring of the
management structure in the St Petersburg office took place. First of all, the new position of
the Russian Deputy Director was introduced which was mainly funded by the SPSU own
financial means. Following the evaluation report, this position was dedicated to the
management of St. Petersburg office, in the situation of step-by-step giving up of duties of
the scientific manager filled by the German long time lecturer in St. Petersburg. From
January 2008, Dr. Elena Belokurova took the responsibilities of CGES Russian Deputy
Director. From January 2009, all responsibilities of the scientific manager were transferred
from the DAAD long time lecturer, Markus Kaiser, to the Russian Deputy Director who
temporary executes the responsibilities of the scientific manager, too. After approval of the
CGES application for 2009-2014, probably in autumn 2009, the person in position should be
approved by the Coordinating Committee. Dr. Markus Kaiser in his position of the DAAD
professor continues his teaching at the MA SES programme as well as on the other
programmes of SPSU. The CGES team is very thankful to Dr. Markus Kaiser for his work as
scientific manager and wishes him further successful work as DAAD lecturer and researcher,
cooperating with CGES.
The internal structure of the St Petersburg office was also reformed and simplified. The
positions of the Head of Administration and the Head of Research were cut. Dr. Svetlana
Yaroshenko who was fulfilling the duties of the Head of Research now continues her
individual research and teaching career in the Department of Sociology of SPSU. The CGES
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team appreciated the collaboration with Dr. Yaroshenko and wishes her success in all her
future plans, including common projects with the CGES. The position of the Head of MA
Programme was kept but completely financed by the SPSU. The new person, Dr. Ljudmila
Kuznetsova, was appointed to this position from the beginning of 2008. Being a very
qualified and experienced English language teacher and trainer on academic work in
English, she was involved into the work with the MA students from the very beginning. She
was already very familiar with the specific problems and situation of the MA SES Programme
as well as with the SPSU teaching practices and management. Therefore, she successfully
and very effectively works both with the students and SPSU administrations.
The DAAD lecturer in social science, Dipl.-Soz. Mirjam Nasdala-Flick, left the CGES in June
2008 after two years of very active and effective work. Beside her teaching, she established
a very solid data basis of potential internship places for the MA SES students, as well as an
elaborated web-page of the programme, exemplary well organized Winter Schools and other
events and networks for the CGES. The CGES team enjoyed very much the work with
Mirjam Nasdala-Flick and wants to thank her for her commitment especially in the area of
internship and students’ exchange.
A follower of her position, Dr. Denis Gruber, was selected and came to St. Petersburg in
September 2008. Since that time, he started working on the internship organization, webpage maintaining as well as for students consulting within the MA SES Programme and
Faculty of Sociology.
Russian Deputy Director
From the very beginning, Dr. Elena Belokurova took an active position in both academic and
management activities of the CGES. Having her educational and professional background in
sociology (Diploma of SPSU, Faculty of Sociology, 1996) and political science (Candidate
Dissertation, European University at
St. Petersburg and Institute of
World Economy and International
Relation, Moscow, 2000), she is
especially interested in studying of
European politics and governance.
Her field of academic interests
includes EU-Russian relations,
especially on the regional and
cross-border level, EU politics and
policies understanding, German
politics.
Therefore,
she
concentrated her activities in 2008
on the issues of federalism studies,
which are especially interesting and
important for comparison of politics
of Germany and Russia. Through
Dr. Elena Belokurova (on the left)
organization of a series of CGES
events, she headed a new research
cluster on Federalism Studies in Germany and Russia (Federalism Workshop in Bonn,
Session during the Summer School, Federalism Conference in St. Petersburg, Study visit to
Bielefeld) with participation of broad network of scholars both in Russia and in Germany. At
the same time, by representing the CGES, she also actively participated in international
Page 59

Centre for German and European Studies
Annual Activity Report 2008
conferences dealing with the issues of cross-border co-operation between the EU and
Russia. For example, she made a presentation “Political Studies in Contemporary Russia:
Practical Experiences and Some Explanations” comparing European and Russian research
experiences in the framework of the international workshop “What is New on the Eastern
Front?” at Soedertoern University College, Stockholm, on March 10, 2008.
During 2008, Dr. Elena Belokurova also participated in some further EU related international
conferences by making presentations on different aspects of the EU-Russian relations. She
participated in the conference “New Modes of Governance in the European Union”, held in
the European University Institute, Florence, on June 5-6, 2008 within the NEWGOV project
funded by the FP6 of the European Union (http://www.eu-newgov.org). Then, she made a
presentation on the Russian case in the framework of a comparative panel of the
Conference “Civil Society within the European Neighbourhood”, organized on October 9-10,
2008 at the House of the European Commission in Germany by the Leibniz-Institute for
Regional Development and Structural Planning, Erkner, Germany, within the
EUDIMENSIONS
project
funded
by
the
FP6
of
the
European
Union
(http://www.eudimensions.eu). And finally, she participated in the panel discussion on the
topic “Local Perspectives on Civil Society, Crossborder Cooperation and “Wider” European
Neighbourhood” organized in the frame work of the international conference “Borders,
Neighbors and Civil Society”, organized on February 5-7, 2009 at the Northern Cyprus
Campus of the Middle East Technical University, within the EUDIMENSIONS project funded
by the FP6 of the European Union (http://www.eudimensions.eu).
CGES St. Petersburg Office Development
To achieve more efficiency of the CGES office in St Petersburg, during 2008, the
management and organizational structure was reformed. The position of the previously
existent Head of Administration was cut as well as the position of an account officer. The
duties of the first were redistributed among two
positions - the office manager and content
manager. The position of account officer was cut
because much funding was redirected to the
official account of St. Petersburg State
University, the scholarships and stipends are
transferred directly to the personal accounts of
beneficiaries. It simplified the accounting
procedures in St. Petersburg and allowed to cut
the position and to give some additional financial
reporting duties to the office manager. The
position of a driver and IT maintainer was kept
CGES St. Petersburg: Office Manager as before, due to every day necessity to provide
Ekaterina Kolesova effective office equipment maintaining and
driving services, especially for visiting St.
Petersburg German and European professors.
The content manager position was created in order to achieve better management of the
CGES web page and other content related activities which include announcing of the CGES
scientific events and reporting on them to the broader academic audience as well as other
outreach activities. It also implies for example the preparation of the CGES booklets and
other PR materials. This position is now held by the same person responsible for the CGES
library what provides better connection between different CGES fields of activities.
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Due to this reformation, the management structure of the CGES office in St Petersburg
became more simple and transparent. The Russian Deputy Director manages the work of
the office manager and content manager who are working together in a close cooperation on
the permanent basis. While the field of their responsibilities and the division of labor is
generally defined, this structure allows to response flexibly to the internal and external
challenges usually emerging in the every day activity of the office.
In cases of especially high amount of organizational work some assistance of the temporary
student interns was asked by the CGES. For example, in time of preparation of the CGES
Summer School 2008, an intern was invited to work in the CGES team in May-June 2008. It
was a student of the University of Kiel who helped to organize accommodation and
informational support to the students and professors. This positive experience of invitation of
external interns, also from Germany, let us hope to continue this praxis in the future. It does
not only provide benefits for the CGES office, but also for the interns themselves, because
they get valuable practical organizational skills in an international environment.
Among the most important external challenges
raised in 2008, are the changes of the invitation
and registration of the foreign professors and
students in Russia. In spite of the visa
facilitation agreement between the EU and
Russia, the procedures of the invitation
preparation as well as registration of foreigners
in Russia become more complicated and it now
takes longer time then before. The related
procedures of the St Petersburg State
University
have
become
much
more
complicated.
CGES Library and Workplace in St.
Petersburg

As for the internal CGES challenges, they are
connected with the running coordination
between both partner Universities and different
working places of CGES at St. Petersburg State University and other related structures like
the Graduate Programme, the Department of Comparative Sociology and the DAAD lectors.
Therefore, the jour fix meetings gathering together all related persons in St. Petersburg were
introduced and held approximately once a month. The minutes of the jour fix decisions were
distributed among all CGES members both in St Petersburg and Bielefeld. This
organizational innovation allowed a better coordination of the CGES activities in St
Petersburg and provided better informational exchange among all CGES related
participants.
In such a way, the year 2008 brought some important changes in the organizational and
management structure of the CGES. The reforms reflected both the critical points stressed
by the evaluation report of 2007 and by the DAAD as well as attempts to raise efficiency and
to adapt to the new goals and strategy of the CGES for the second funding period and
further.
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8.3. Scientific and organisational support from German side: Bielefeld
Office
CGES St. Petersburg/Bielefeld is a special case among
other Centres, for two universities act as driving forces of
the CGES: The State University St. Petersburg and the
University of Bielefeld. Both institutions cooperate within
the CGES on the basis of an equal partnership. Giving
more and more scientific, structural and financial
responsibility to St. Petersburg, Bielefeld stays as an
essential partner for providing German expertise,
supporting scientific and students’ exchange from the
German side, supporting and maintaining agile scientific
cooperation’s between two scientific communities.
In Germany in 2008 the following persons supported
CGES in its activities:

Prof. Dr. Andreas Vasilache (on
the left) and Prof. Dr. Reinhold
Hedtke

Prof. Dr. Reinhold Hedtke, the dean of the faculty of
Sociology of Bielefeld University, was holding the position of the German Director of the
CGES from 2004 until the End of 2008. The CGES and all its co-workers are very thankful to
Prof. Hedtke for the fruitful time of cooperation and hope for future cooperation in scientific
exchange. Prof. Dr. Andreas Vasilache was appointed by the Coordinating Committee for
the position of German Director of CGES (cf. New German Director under 8.1)
The main tasks of Prof. Hedtke and his representative (German Deputy Director) Dr. Tatjana
Zimenkova are to provide contacts between German and Russian scholars, support mutual
interest of representatives of both scientific communities, find German experts for public
lectures and scientific presentations in St. Petersburg,
support Russian MA and PhD students as well as young
scholars with contacts to German supervisors, provide
embedding of CGES scientific activities into the
multifaceted scientific landscape in Germany and find
additional funding and financial support for the CGES
activities in Germany and Europe.
The chair of the CGES Scientific Board, Prof. Dr. Jürgen
Feldhoff (who is a member of the CGES team in Bielefeld)
provides fundamental support for the CGES in his position,
Dr. Tatjana Zimenkova,
guaranteeing a high scientific level of CGES work in the
German Deputy Director
area of German and European studies by means of
current peer reviews by the members of the scientific board and scientific board
consultations about CGES activities).
The CGES office in Bielefeld supports furthermore on organisational and management level
student and scholars exchange and all activities, taking place in Germany.
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9. Work for New Ideas: Individual Mobility
In 2008, some new ideas and directions for the future research and academic activities of
the CGES were developed with participation of the new persons from the Russian academic
institutions. They were invited to Bielefeld University for short-term visits in order to start up
or develop a scholarly communication with the German colleagues as well as to elaborate on
their topics which are also interesting for the CGES and can be in the future developed
within the CGES.

9.1. Strengthening Interdiciplinarity: Media Studies
To strengthen the interdisciplinary approach of the CGES and communication with the other
new faculties of St. Petersburg State University, a representative of the Faculty of Journalism
SPSU, Dr. Anna Litvinenko, was invited to Bielefeld University for a short-term visit, which
took place on January 4 – 11, 2009.
The main goal of the visit was the establishment of contacts with the academic staff of
Bielefeld University and the search for opportunities of long-term partnership between the
Faculty of Journalism SPSU and different programmes and faculties of Bielefeld University
within the framework of the CGES. During the visit, Dr. Litvinenko had meetings with
professors of the Faculty of Sociology of the Bielefeld University, first of all with the
leadership and fellows of the CGES as well as professorship of the department for Media
Sociology. The possibilities of some possible joint projects were discussed like for example
‘New Media’ and ‘Qualitative Methods of Media Analysis’.
Apart from contact building, the visit contributed to the scientific research of Dr. Litvinenko on
such research topics as “German Mass Media” and “Mediocracy in Germany”. She also
could make the last improvements in the book she was preparing for the publication:
“German Press in the 21s Century: Modernization of Newspapers in the Information Age”
(accepted for publication in 2009, Publishing House of St. Petersburg State University).
As a result of discussions in Bielefeld University and St Petersburg, the following directions
of future co-operation of Faculty of Journalism with the CGES were agreed:
In the frame of the BA and MA programmes of the Faculty of Journalism:
•

Invitation of German professors as public guest lecturers to the faculty of Journalism
(lectures of professors visiting the MA Studies in European Societies Programme as
well as some specially invited guest lecturers from Germany),

•

Organization of international workshops or conferences with interdisciplinary
approach (for example, on sociological methods in journalism research),

•

MA students of the Faculty of Journalism can take part in seminars on research
methods organized by the CGES.
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For PhD students of the Faculty of Journalism the following opportunities will be provided:
•

Possibility to apply for the Graduate Programme of the CGES,

•

Participation on the methodology seminars and conferences of CGES as well as
Summer and Winter schools.

For teaching staff and researchers:
•

Financial support of preparation of an application for third party funding of the broader
German-Russian research (“Anforschung”). Exemplary preliminary project agreement
in comparative research: joint research project on sociology of new media and
blogging in Germany and Russia.

•

Prospective development of a teaching course within the MA SES (e.g. adaptation of
the existing course of the Chair of International Journalism “Mass Media and Politics
in Western Europe”)

Informational support of CGES initiatives: distribution of information among students and
staff of the Faculty of Journalism on the MA SES Programme and other CGES activities.
In general, these developments should contribute to the better inclusion of the Faculty of
Journalism into the CGES activities both in Russia and in Germany and finally lead to the
broader interdisciplinary character of the CGES academic work.

Page 64

Centre for German and European Studies
Annual Activity Report 2008

9.2. Federalism Studies: New Potential Research Cluster?
The development of a new potential CGES research cluster on the topic “Federalism in
Germany, Europe and Russia” was discussed and worked on within the framework of the
CGES for the whole year 2008. Firstly, such a discussion started during the CGES
Workshop “Federalism in Germany and Europe” in Bonn, in May 2008. Later, in November
2008, the CGES organized the participation of the German professors in St. Petersburg big
conference on Federalism. Finally, a short-term visit of potential participants of this research
cluster was organized to the Bielefeld University in December 2008. Dr. Maria Nozhenko,
researcher in political science at the Center for European Studies, European University at St.
Petersburg, and Dr. Elena Belokurova, Russian Deputy Director of the CGES, were in
Bielefeld on December 10-22, 2008 while working on this idea.
The internship of two colleagues mainly included the activities aimed on the building of the
contacts with the potential German partners, consultations with the German specialists on
the topic as well as on the further elaboration of the research idea. The most important
consultation was provided through the meeting with Prof. Dr. Detlef Sack at Bielefeld
University who consulted on the issue of conceptual apparatuses used by the federalism
researchers and politicians in Germany for explanation of redistribution of power between
the Federal Center (Bund) and the subjects of Federation (Laender). As a result of the
discussion, it was decided to continue cooperation within the research cluster and the future
research project.
For the development of the research direction within the CGES two further meetings were of
special importance. Firstly, the discussion with Prof. Dr. Mathias Albert, the member of the
Scientific Board of the CGES, fostered some ideas about the current development of
contemporary political science in Germany and in the world as well as about the search for
further funding opportunities for the political research within the CGES. The meeting with
Prof. Dr. Andreas Vasilache, the new German Director of the CGES, helped to place the
research ideas into the broader concept of further development of the research activities in
the framework of the CGES and better understanding of their perspectives.
The search for the further potential partners from the German side for the preparation of the
joint research project and its application was continued in co-operation with German
colleagues. As such potential partners, the professors from the University of Tuebingen,
University of Munich and University of Heidelberg are considered.
Another very important part of the internship was constituted by the work in the library of
Bielefeld University for studying literature in German federalism which is not yet available in
Russian libraries. By looking for the most actual literature, the researchers also found some
gaps of the books on political science and political development in Europe in the library of
the CGES and MA SES in St. Petersburg. As a result, a list of the most important recent
books on German and European politics was prepared for the purchase by the CGES.
Finally, they enriched the St. Petersburg CGES library what making it a bit more attractive for
the broader academic and political communities in St. Petersburg.
As the main result of the internship, the ideas for the research project and research cluster
within the CGES were developed both in regard to the content of the research application
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and to the further co-operation structure building. It was decided to develop the research
idea into the research application for the further funding by the third funding institutions. For
these proposed, the joint call for applications of the Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft
(DFG) and Russian Foundation for Basic Research (RFBR) is seen as the most probable
institution. The call requires a seriously elaborated application to be sent during the
permanent call. Therefore, for the developments of the research idea into the application for
this call it was decided to encourage Dr. Maria Nozhenko and a PhD student Andrey
Starodubtsev to work on the application and a research cluster. As a result, in case of
success, the relevant research cluster can be developed within the CGES in the future.

9.3. EU Development Studies and NGOs: Potential Research Cluster?
Some first steps were also done in 2008 for development of the new potential research
cluster on the topic of the EU development policy and NGOs. For discussion and elaboration
of these ideas, a short visit of Dr. Andrey Demidov, lecturer of Petrozavodsk State
University, Faculty of political and social sciences, was organized by the CGES. The
internship took place in Bielefeld on December 7- 20, 2008.
The visit was aimed at carrying out a series of activities which could become the basis for
initiation and implementation of a research project within the thematic field of the EU
development policy. The visit was considered to be an initial step in getting into the heart of
the research subject and building a network of German and Russian researchers interested
in research cooperation within the abovementioned field. The topic of the EU development
policy as an independent strand of the EU policy was chosen due to such reasons as relative
disregard of these problems by researchers working in the field of European studies,
complete absence of problems of development and development policy among Russian
scholars etc. The study visit, thus, had familiarization with the topic for future continuation of
research activity in this direction as its basicс primary goal.
Among all the activities which were planned as a part of visit working in the libraries of
Bielefeld University and meeting with researchers already working in the field or closely
related areas were considered to be the main ones.
With the support of the CGES, access to Bielefeld University library funds was provided and
widely used during the visit. The library of the Faculty of Sociology served as the primary
source of information about the EU development policy.
During the visit, several meetings planned in advanced were held. The first meeting was held
with the new CGES German Director Prof. Dr. Andreas Vasilache, who provided some
information on who might be interested in abovementioned issues of the EU development
policy. He also presented some activities of a big research project with his participation,
which focused on EU-East Asia countries relations form the perspective of soft security
which is directly related to issues of the EU development assistance.
One of the main parts of the visit was also the participation of Dr. Andrey Demidov in a twoday seminar held on December 15-16 in the University of Jena and organized and
coordinated by Prof. Dr. Christoph Schuck within the project “Germany, the European Union,
and Central Asia”. The seminar was held with the participation of invited Indonesian PhD
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students who presented on vital issues of Indonesian politics and relations with the EU. Prof.
Dr. Schuck also provided consultations on issues of the development policy itself and EU
development programmes especially.
The results of the activities carried out by Dr. Demidov during his visit to Bielefeld are
expected to become the basis for a Working Paper (discussion paper) on the problems of
development policy making and implementation in the EU. The paper is going to be
published in the CGES Working Paper Series or in one of the Russian scientific journals
which highlight problems in contemporary political science and international relations. The
purpose of the paper is defined as discussion going on issues of the EU development policy
as one of the EU common policy directions which have not attracted research interest in
Russia yet. Basically, the paper will take the form of a kind of a review article aimed at
identification and presentation of issues of the EU development policy and seeks to initiate a
discussion among Russian scholars. The main questions which are going to be raised in the
paper touch upon problems of history of EU development policy, its place within Common
Foreign and Security Policy, institutional framework and decision-making process and issues
of its contents. It is also going to be focused on: how common EU development policy is
institutionally designed, how it is related to member states’ policy, how it is related to other
EU policies (like trade, foreign and security policy), what goals it seeks to pursue and, at last,
how efficient it is etc.
As a long-term result of this work, in the future, the new project or research direction can be
developed within the CGES or in the co-operation of the Russian (i.e. not only Petersburg,
but also Petrozavodsk) and the German colleagues.
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10. Conclusion: Results and Perspectives
In general, the CGES can proudly report qualitative and quantitative progress in its public
presence, attachment of scholars, interested in German and European Studies,
institutionalisation of its teaching and learning offers. There has been evident development
within the whole frame of the CGES workshops and conferences, the Graduate Programme,
and the mobilities, supported by the CGES in 2008. To illustrate this success a brief register
of absolute numbers is given below.
Teaching
In general, the MA SES programme is attracting more and more full time students, among
them even foreign students, as it can be followed statistically in the Annex 11.1. In 2008, in
total 11 Russian and 5 foreign students were enrolled into the Programme. 6 further foreign
students were enrolled for part-time study. It shows the rise of the Programme’s popularity.
12 students of the previous cohort were successfully graduated with very interesting and
high quality MA theses, evaluated by the international examining commission. The topics are
presented in the Annex 11.2.
An active student exchange flow between Germany and Russia was supported in 2008 as
well. In total, 10 Russian students visited Bielefeld for one semester study, and 16 European
and German students studied in St. Petersburg State University.
Graduate Programme
In 2007, the first year of the Graduate Programme (GP), the programme had 7 applicants, 4
of them were considered to be excellent students who were selected for the programme. In
2008, the Graduate Programme received 21 applications (300 % of those of 2007) for 6
regularly stipends. This is self-speaking evidence for a growth in the attractiveness of the
programme – and for a growing reputation of the CGES.
At the same time, the multidisciplinarity of the programme increased. This shows the
attractiveness of the programme for applicants from different faculties of the CGES and other
institutions and proves that the CGES and all its programmes are interdisciplinary
programmes. According to the disciplinary division, the GP had applicants with five different
disciplinary backgrounds (comparing to three in 2007), with economists being the most
interested group of students, followed by sociologists, political scientists, historians and
journalists.
The CGES is glad to report that the number of young people interested in German and
European studies increased in the social sciences landscape of Russia. Furthermore, we are
in negotiation with different PhD networks in Germany and other European countries which
will provide better opportunities for PhD students’ mobilities and networking.
In the beginning of 2009 a new application for further funding will be sent to the Marga und
Kurt Möllgaard Foundation.
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Scientific Dialogue
The CGES sees scientific networking in the area of German and European Studies as its
essential goal.
o

Conferences and Workshops

For this purpose, the CGES already established traditions of international MA SES
conferences bringing together teachers of the MA SES with their colleagues and experts
from Germany and other European countries.
Every year, the CGES organizes (in its own responsibility or in cooperation with further
institutions) multidisciplinary international conferences, bringing together young and
experienced scientists from different European countries. The conference in the framework
of the German Week in St. Petersburg with the title “Identity and Integration: Experiences in
Russia and Germany” was organized by the CGES in cooperation with the Russian Branch
of the Friedrich-Ebert-Foundation, and had over 60 participants.
Further conferences and scientific research workshops (Conference «Comparative
Federalism: Russian Problems in Comparative Perspective», St. Petersburg, in co-operation
with the Legislative Assembly of St. Petersburg and St. Petersburg Philosophic Society; as
well as Research workshop on Citizenship-Education, Sofia, in co-operation with ZEDES
Sofia, German-Russian Workshop Seminar on Federalism in Germany and Europe, with the
co-operation of Gustav-Stresemann-Institute, Bonn, and some others) were held with an
active participation of prominent scientists form Russia, Germany and other European
countries, and gave them the opportunity to profit from CGES proficiency.
The total amount of participants of scientific networking events of CGES (and cooperative
events) is more than 200 participants.
o

Mobility of Researchers and PhD Students

A further important part of scientific network activities which helps to link scientific
communities and to provide the integration of young scientists into the international scientific
community is the support of young and experienced researchers in their conference activities
(conference participation as a speaker). Their presentation of the results from their scientific
work within the CGES has an important by-effect of publicity for the CGES.
Considering scientific activities not organised by the CGES: Senior researchers from CGES
took in 2008 part on over 40 conferences and workshops in seven different European
countries. Nine young researchers and PhD students took part in 20 conferences in five
different European countries.
o

Getting to Know Social, Cultural and Political Germany

General education in cultural, political and social specifics of German society, which is
thought to bring two societies closer to each other, is an important publicity task of the
CGES.
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The central activities in this area are the Winter School in Germany, giving CGES students
the opportunity to intensify their German and to get to know important institutions of German
cultural, political and civil society life, and thus get empirical experience, supporting their
theoretical knowledge in European Societies.
The other central contribution of the CGES to this publicity task is CGES activities within the
German week in St. Petersburg. Oriented towards broader public, the events of the German
Week seek to bring cultural, political and scientific aspects of German life to St. Petersburg
citizens. In 2008, the public discussion organized by the CGES in co-operation with the
German-Russian Exchange in St. Petersburg on the topic “Living Conditions of Children in
Germany and Russia – Children’s Poverty and Children in Big Cities” awaked interest in the
German experience of numerous participants and visitors both from the academic and public
spheres.
Bringing political and cultural experiences of Germany into the academic and public life of St.
Petersburg was also achieved by very active participation of CGES professors and students
in the numerous public and academic events in St. Petersburg organized by German and
Russian institutions. For example, the regular participation of Dr. D. Gruber in the
discussions on contemporary German cinema organized by the Goethe Institute in St.
Petersburg brought broader understanding of German social and political life to the Russian
participants of the discussions.
The German experiences of different problem solving were also brought into the Russian
audience through mass media, where the CGES professors and visitors from Germany
presented their opinions and expertise. For example, Prof. Dr. Andresen from the University
of Bielefeld together wit her Russian colleague participated in the radio programme on “Echo
Moskvy. St. Petersburg”, Prof. Dr. Sack gave a comment on new German legislation on
terrorism combating to the newspaper “Delo” etc.
The presentations and active presence of the CGES during the educational fairs in Russia
also allows bringing the CGES expertise in German education and research system to the
broader interested public, since the visitors get detailed and full explanations from the CGES
professors and young scholars.
Effective dissemination of the information and ideas about the political and social
development in Germany became also possible in the CGES web page and publications
which were an essential part of the CGES work in 2008, too, although their appearance is
mostly expected only in 2009 due to the long review, reworking, editing and printing
processes. This is necessary to guarantee the high quality of the publications. The CGES
library in St. Petersburg opened to many visitors from different academic and public
institutions; it also serves as a dissemination point for information and knowledge on
contemporary German and European political and social development.
o Extension of Networks: Interdisciplinarity and New Partnerships

The CGES sees further internationalisation and strengthening of the interdisciplinarity as an
essential direction of its work for 2009 and for the next funding period and started to develop
this direction already in 2008. Although the MA SES programme is taught at the Faculty of
Sociology at SPSU, the professors from other faculties and institutions are teaching there
and actively participate in the CGES activities. In 2008, special attention was paid for
example to the economic module which was prepared for publication and dissemination.
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In general, the most active cooperation was organized with the Faculty of Philosophy and
Political Science, the representative of which became a new member of the CGES Scientific
Board in 2008. The collaborative organisation of the conference on federalism cooperation
appears as a first result of this cooperation and allows hoping for further cooperative
activities. The new cooperation with the Faculty of Journalism, started in 2008, also brings
new perspectives for the future interdisciplinary activities of the CGES.
The extension of the CGES networks was also possible through the active cooperation with
other German, Russian and European academic and public institutions. The most active and
traditional partners for the CGES are still the Goethe Institute, Center for Independent Social
Research, European University at St. Petersburg, German-Russian Exchange, FriedrichEbert-Foundation, Higher School of Economics etc. But in 2008, some new networks were
established: first of all, with St. Petersburg Center for NGOs Development, Petrozavodsk
State University, Institute of Sociology of the Russian Academy of Sciences, Russian
Political Studies Association etc.
The further extension of the cooperation with the international academic community is
pushed ahead: aside traditionally strong co-operation ties with the Universities of Magdeburg
and Osnabrueck, new networks were established and strengthened with the Universities of
Tübingen, Heidelberg, Kassel, Jena, Leibniz-Institute for Regional Development and
Structural Planning, German Federal Office for Migration and Refugees (Bundesamt für
Migration und Flüchtlinge) etc.
This development towards interdisciplinary research and outreach as well as the extension
of the CGES networks will be continued and strengthened in 2009 and further on. Some
steps in this direction are done within the PhD networks linkage; in the future more
international students will take part in the CGES summer schools for PhD. Through the
internationalisation and new profiling, the CGES tends to start in 2010 with regularly holding
PhD conferences.
Perspectives of scientific development
Considering the evaluation results, the CGES essentially re-worked its scientific profile and
oriented its educational and consulting activities even more towards the German and
European Studies. This is proved by the research work done according to the CGES
research clusters (http://zdes.spb.ru/dresclusters.htm). The CGES also strengthened its PhD
selection criteria with respect to the German and European studies orientation
(http://zdes.spb.ru/dgrad.htm#stud).
The CGES decided to put its special focus on comparative studies, especially on the
methodology of comparative research.
Strengthening its orientation on border region studies, on phenomena of migration, questions
of European governance and citizenship as well as gender and generations in modern
Europe, the CGES seeks to develop also some new clusters and acquiring third party
funding. The CGES makes consecutive steps towards the development of federalism studies
cluster as well as media studies, NGO’s development and some other current and important
topics, both for the academic and public development in Russia, Germany and Europe.
In the development of its research strategy and clusters, the CGES tries to get additional
funding from other institutions and foundations and also to use the research funding of the
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St. Petersburg State University. For 2009, the funding was already approved by the SPSU
Internal Research Fund for the continuation and development of the CGES research cluster
on Social Exclusion and Solidarities in Russia and Europe which will be implemented by
CGES scholars.
And, last but not least, the CGES will continue its successful strategies of establishing itself
as a preferred contact point for young and experienced scientists in St. Petersburg interested
in German and European studies, and for those European and German researchers doing
comparative research on European topics together with their Russian colleagues.
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Students of MA SES, CGES St. Petersburg
Number of students enrolled by year
2004

2005

2006

2007

2008

1. Number of students enrolled – full-time
Russians

4

6

9

7

11

Foreigners

0

0

3

0

2 + 34

4

6

12

7

16

Russians

0

0

0

0

0

Foreigners

0

1

6

5

6

0

1

6

5

6

Diploma of specialist

4

5

9

7

10

MA

0

1

0

BA

0

0

3

0

6

4

6

12

7

Sociologist & Social science 0

2

0

2

3

Economic science,
Management

0

0

0

0

3

Political Science,
International Relations

0

0

0

0

2

PR & Linguistics

1

1

3

2

3

Other

3

3

9

3

5

2. Part-time students

3. Level of education

4. Area of education (specialization)

4

Two of the students were enrolled and started their studies in the autumn semester of 2008, the three
others had studied on the programme as exchange students for a year and were officially registered as full-time
2nd-year students of MA SES only in 2008.
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5. Regions
St. Petersburg

2

4

4

5

9

Other Regions

2

2

3

2

2

Other Countries

0

0

3

0

5
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Topics of MA Theses “Studies in European Societies”, 2008

Surname, Name

Topics

1.

Cyron Kevin

The Misconception of Russian Authoritarianism An
Exploration in Definitions, Media Influence and the Effect
on International Relation

2.

Danshina Anna

Consequences of violet conflicts in South-East Europe:
The moral and Ethical Justification of International
Armed Forces in peace-building as exemplified in the
Case of Kosovo

3.

Filatova Ekaterina

The response of old and new democracies to the threat
of terrorism (the case of Russia and the UK)

4.

Kharitonova Irina

Social interest groups on national and supranational
level (on the example of Germany and the European
Union)

5.

Korobko Elizaveta

Cooperation between Interest Groups and the European
Commission: Factors of Success in Lobbying

6.

Rubanova Natalya

Between movement, network and formal organisation.
Оrganisational structure of the globalisation critical group
Attac (the case of Attac in Germany).

7.

Peters Rob

Contemporary Migration from the Polish to the UK Labor
Market:
The Effect on Wages and Employment

8.

Sementina Irina

Challenges of Human Resource Formation Facing
German Companies in Russia: Cultural Aspect

9.

Taranik Natalja

Status of national minorities and indigenous peoples and
problems of their integration into German society

10.

Tsiulina Anna

Labour Migration to Russia:
A Potential Threat to Russia’s Soft Security?

11.

XiangChen Liu

Determinants and Impacts of Foreign Direct investment
on Privatization and Industrial Restructuring in Hungary

12.

Vorohova Olga

Images of Immigrants in British Press
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Exchange Students
Russian exchange students in Germany
Name

Year
of
study

Major field of study

Research topic

Supervisor
in Bielefeld

Bukseeva
Ksenia

4

Sociology of youth and
youth work

Non-institutional voluntary work
of young people in Germany

Prof. Feldhoff

Gawra Polina

2

Sociology of youth

Alternative youth-scene in
Germany

Prof. Feldhoff

Kolesova
Ekaterina

4

Theory in Sociology

Integration of Russian
Germans into the German
educational system

Prof. Feldhoff

Prof. Diewald

Smirnova
Maria

4

General Sociology

New approaches to social
structure research in modern
societies (in Germany)

Salamova
Natalja

MA 1

Studies in European
Societies

Integration ausländ.
Studierende in die deutsche
Universität

Prof. PfaffCzarnecka

Korobko
Elizaveta

MA 2

Studies in European
Societies

Organisational Networks of
international Associations by
the EU

Dr.
Belokurova/
Prof Feldhoff

Ivanov
Nikolay

4

Professional orientation
by sociology students

Professional orientation of
German sociology students

Dr.
PollmannSchult

Tarassova
Olesja

2

Sociology of education

Internationalisation trough the
Bologna-Process

Prof. Huber

Rubanova
Natalya

MA 2

Studies in European
Societies

Networks of the NGOs: the
ATTAC example

Dr. Kaiser/
Prof Feldhoff

Integration trough the
educational paths of children

Dr. Meyer/

Migration of Russian
Germans

Skriptschenko
Anna

4
Migration and labour
market

Migration of the EastEuropeans in the German
service sector

Prof.
Feldhoff
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German and EU Exchange Students in St. Petersburg
Kutshera Hilde

University of Bergen

Wullen Ida Stien

University of Bergen

Jeske Phippp

University of Hannover

Gredinger Gerald

University of Wien

Joce William

London School of Economics

Tondera Benedict

University of Hannover

MA Studies in European
Societies
MA Studies in European
Societies
MA Studies in European
Societies
MA Studies in European
Societies
MA Studies in European
Societies
MA Studies in European
Societies

Schäfer Anja

FH Bielefeld

Photodokumentation

Life conditions of the afterPerestroika generation

Wolf Marcel

Bielefeld
University

Sociology of
Development

Voluntary approaches to work in
Russia

Freudenberg
Ina

Bielefeld
University

Social Science

In Russia I was German, in Germany
I am Russian

Penner
Valentina

Bielefeld
University

Sociology of Education

Russian Germans in Transit

Teichrib
Helena

Bielefeld
University

Social Science

Russian Germans in Transit

Brinkmann
Carina

Bielefeld
University

Sociology of the Media

Professional models for journalists in
Russia

Gebert Stefan Bielefeld

Organisationssoziologie

Bordering in international businesses

Kleinau Lars

Bielefeld
University

Wirtschaftswissenschaft

Professional chances of Russian
students during economic revival

Bergen
Valentina

Bielefeld
University

Linguistik

Written Communication: German

Kröger Jan

Bielefeld
University

Erziehungswissenschaft

Voluntary work in Russia

University
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PhD Candidates, CGES PhD Programme, 2008
N

Name

Institution

Topic

Advisory
opinion

1.

Samoletova
Alla

European University,
Faculty of Political
Science and Sociology

Voting behavior in the elections to the
European Parliament in post-communist
countries of Central and Eastern Europe

Prof. Grigorii
Golosov,

European University,
Faculty of History

Moulding a nonconformist historian in the
postwar USSR: A.J.Gurevich’s formative
years and Soviet sociocultural context

Valeri Posner
(CNRS-MAEE),

Faculty of Sociology,
St. Petersburg State
University

Everyday practices and life strategies of
young Russian migrants in the European
Union countries

Prof. Vladimir
Ilyin,

2.

3.

Ryzhkovski
Vladimir

Arzamastse
va Anna

Prof. Vladimir
Gelman

A.Dmitriev

Dr. Olga S.
Shchuchina

4.

Antonova
Anna

Faculty of Sociology,
St. Petersburg State
University

Modern technologies of the increasing of
electoral activity of the youth
(comparative analysis)

Available upon
request

5.

Boguslawsk
aya Julia

European University
Faculty of political
science and sociology

Nato on its way from the regional military
alliance to global organization.
Implications for European security

Dr. Natalya
Zaslavskaya;

Faculty of Economics,
St. Petersburg State
University

Governmental influence on the
development of bank systems.
Comparative analysis

Dr. N.
Goncharenko;

Bezrukov
Andrey

Faculty of Economics,
St. Petersburg State
University

Comparative analyses of b2b brands
targeting on Russian and German
industrial markets

Irina Vorobjova,

8.

Nikulina
Svetlana

Faculty of Economics,
St. Petersburg State
University

International migration and labor
organization

Available upon
request

9.

Okhatrin
Yaroslav

Faculty of Economics,
St. Petersburg State
University

Development of the Innovation Economy
in the CIS Countries. Comparative
Analysis with the Experience of Leading
West-European Countries

Dr. Vadim
Kapustkin,

Faculty of Economics,
St. Petersburg State

Means of Achieving of Global Energy
Security.

Dr. Vadim
Kapustkin,

6.

7.

10.

Gavrilov
Alexei

Okhatrina
Veronika

Dr. Maria
Nozehnko

Dr. I. Nesterov

Vadim
Kapustkin

Prof. Sergey
Sutyrin
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University

11.

Krylova
Maria

The Relationship of Russia and the
European Union

Prof. Sergey
Sutyrin

Faculty of Economics,
St. Petersburg State
University

Small and medium enterprises as part of
the international business

Irina
Kokushkina,
Alla Tsytsyreva

12.

Leshenko
Konstantin

Faculty of Economics,
St. Petersburg State
University

Power security problems in comparative
perspective

Prof. Sergey
Sutyrin

13.

Subbotnitski
i Denis

Faculty of Economics,
St. Petersburg State
University

Mathematical models of financial and
economical systems dynamics in
uncertainty conditions

Available upon
request

14.

Karmaeva
Natalia

St. Petersburg State
University of
Engineering and
Economics (Engecon)

Professional groups on labor market

Available upon
request

15.

Gusev
Nikolai

Faculty of Political
Science and
Philosophy, St.
Petersburg State
University

Electoral volatility and formation of a
stable party system in the East Central
European countries

Available upon
request

16.

Shrafutdino
va Elvira

Faculty of International
Relations, St.
Petersburg State
University

The image of Russia in European press
of modern period (2000-2008)

Available upon
request

17.

Danilova
Julia

Faculty of Journalism,
St. Petersburg State
University

Problems of ethnic tolerance and
democratic multiculturalism in the French
press

Ass. Prof.
Ruslan
Bekurov,
Prof. Anatoly
Puju

18.

Veits,
Marina

Faculty of Sociology,
St. Petersburg State
University

Mockumentary as a mechanism of
constructing social reality: the analysis of
European and Russian cinema in the
changing media context

Prof. Vladimir
Kozlovskii,
Prof. Matthias
Hurst

19.

Grigorenko,
Svetlana

Faculty of Sociology,
St. Petersburg State
University

Nationalism, State and identity in Europe:
theory, history and contemporary
conditions.

Available upon
request

20.

Tsymbalova
Nadezhda

Faculty of Sociology,
St. Petersburg State
University

The Member states strategies of
communication in the institutions of the
European Union

Available upon
request
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EUDIMENSIONS Conference 5
“Civil Society and the European Neighbourhood”
Thursday, 9 October 2008

Representation of the European Commission in Germany
Unter den Linden 78, D-10117 Berlin
Conference objectives

With the European Neighbourhood Policy (ENP), the EU has mapped out an ambitious
vision of regional cooperation based on “privileged partnerships” with many neighbouring
states. The ENP’s central objective is to promote common agendas in terms of economic
development, political dialogue, security and basic human rights. Furthermore, the EU
suggests that cultural understanding and the recognition of mutual interdependence are
central to the achievement of new regional partnerships. Consequently, the ENP – together
with regional cooperation initiatives, such as the Northern Dimension and the EuroMed
dialogue – provides a potential framework for greater civil society interaction. This
conference will focus on the actual and potential roles of civil society in developing new
forms of political, economic, and socio-cultural cooperation within this emerging “New
European Neighbourhood” beyond the external borders of the EU. Illegal immigration, the
securitisation of Schengen borders and geopolitical rivalries (e.g. between Russia and the
EU) have made this task challenging. Any yet, new and multifarious civil society networks
are indeed emerging between EU members states and neighbouring countries.
In this conference we will address a number of issues central to the development of NGO
and other civil society networks within the “Neighbourhood”. At a more general level, we will
critically engage European debate over the significance of civil society in terms of
governance and democratic development. We will, furthermore, relate this debate to
concrete national contexts where discrepancies between “EU-centric” notions of civil society
5

EUDIMENSIONS: Local Dimensions of a Wider European Neighbourhood: Developing Political
Community through Practices and Discourses of Cross-Border Co-operation is financed by the Sixth
Framework Programme of the European Union (Contract: CIT5-CT-2005-028804).
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and local experience have become evident. A further thematic focus of the conference is that
of specific experiences of civil society cooperation in areas such as economic development,
gender, cultural and educational issues, minority rights, public health issues and the
environment. In concluding, we will focus on some of the policy consequences that emerge
from our critical discussions: to what extent do EU and national policies open windows of
opportunity for civil society engagement? How can contradictions between the rhetoric and
reality of transnational cooperation be addressed. What might be possible strategies to
improve the prospects of transnational civil society cooperation within the “Neighbourhood”?
Who is invited?

This conference is open to all with an interest in the EU, its policies and its relations with
neighbouring regions and states. In addition, this conference will be also be of interest to
those who follow the development of civil society in Central and Eastern Europe and the
Mediterranean region.
Conference Programme

10:00 Opening words by Carl-Francis Dolan (RTD, EU Commission)
10:30 – 11:30 Introduction: Civil Society within a Wider European Perspective
Europe’s Borders in Cultural and in Political Terms. Some Critical Remarks
Bo Stråth, European University Institute, Florence
The New EU Neighbourhood, Governance and Civil Society
James Scott, University of Joensuu, Finland and Leibniz-Institute for Regional
Development and Structural Planning IRS, Erkner, Germany
11:30 Break
12.00 –13.30 National Perspectives on Civil Society and Social Change:
Moderator: Risto Alapuro, University Helsinki, Finland
The Case of Turkey, Ayca Ergun, Middle East Technical University, Ankara, Turkey
The Case of Russia, Elena Belokurova, Centre for German and European Studies, St.
Petersburg State University, Russia
The Case of Poland, Iwona Sagan, University of Gdansk, Poland
13:30-14:30 Lunch
14:30 – 16:00 Examples of Civil Society Interaction within the Neighbourhood
Moderator: James Scott
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Russian-Finnish Co-operation: the Karelian Connection, Jussi Laine, University of
Joensuu, Finland
Patterns of Polish-Ukrainian CSO Co-operation, Wojciech Dabrowski, University of
Gdansk, Poland
Estonia-Russia: Navigating a Complex Political Relationship, Gulnara Roll, University
of Tartu, Estonia
16:00 – 16:30 Break
16:30 – 17:30 Concluding Discussion Session: Policy Consequences
Moderator: Steffen Erdle, Konrad-Adenauer-Foundation, Germany
Statements from Risto Alapuro, Michael Bolle and Jörg Hackmann (to be confirmed)
Venue:
Europäisches Parlament (Europäsiches Haus)
Informationsbüro für Deutschland
Unter den Linden 78
D-10117 Berlin
Tel.: +49 (030) 2280 - 1000
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Friday, 10 October 2008
Gradate School Study Day
Place: Heinrich Böll Foundation, Schumannstr. 8, 10117 Berlin
The programme:
9.00-10.30 Russian Civil Society & Student Papers
9.00-9.30 Dr. Elena Belokurova, Centre for german and european studies, St. Petersburg
State University & Center for European Studies, European University at St Petersburg,
Russia
9.30-10.00 Ville Elonheimo: Civil Society in Russia - A Second Society? - Commentator:
Elena Belokurova
10.00-10.30 Rosa Vihavainen: Housing Movements and Associations - New Actors of Civil
Society in Russia - Commentator: Elena Belokurova
10.30-11.00 Break
11.00-12.30 Panel: Civil Society, East & West
Chair: Risto Alapuro, University of Helsinki
Dr. Jörg Hackmann, University of Greifswald, Germany
Dos. Henrik Stenius, Renvall Institute, University of Helsinki, Finland
Dos. Markku Lonkila, Faculty of Sociology, University of Helsinki, Finland
12.30-16.00 Lunch & Berlin Border
16.00-18.00 Student Papers
16.00-16.30 Kati Parppei: From Desertion to Fame? Ideological Reciprocity between St.
Petersburg and the Monastery of Valaam in the 18th and 19th centuries - Commentator:
Henrik Stenius
16.30-17.00 Matti Fritsch: European Territorialization and its Effects on the Wider European
Neighbourhood: Spatial Development Co-operation between the EU and Russia Commentator: Henrik Stenius
17.00-17.30 Evgenia Prokhorova: Russian periphery in search for new territorial
development - Commentator: Markku Lonkila
17.30-18.00 Pirjo Pöllänen: The Care at the border - is a woman-friendly border just on
utopia? - Commentator: Markku Lonkila
Other discussants:
Risto Alapuro, Ilkka Liikanen, Joni Virkkunen
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EUDIMENSIONS Seminar

6

“Borders, Neighbours and Civil Society”
Cyprus, 5-7 February 2009
Seminar venue: METU - Middle East Technical University, Northern Cyprus Campus,
Kalkanlı, Güzelyurt, Mersin 10
Objectives
The EU-funded research project EUDIMENSIONS investigates the actual and potential roles
of civil society in developing new forms of political, economic, and socio-cultural cooperation
within the emerging “New European Neighbourhood”. Fears of illegal immigration, the
securitisation of Schengen borders,
the sensitive enlargement process, negative
stereotypes of the “other” as well as geopolitical rivalries (e.g. between Russia and the EU)
have made this task challenging. Any yet, new and multifarious civil society networks are
indeed emerging between EU members states and neighbouring countries.
With this seminar, EUDIMENSIONS pursues its objective of providing an open platform for
critical discussion of civil society and cross-border co-operation. We are, so to speak,
seeking to explore the “practical consequences of Europe” for the development of civil
society-based activities and how these influence concrete forms of interaction between EU
members and neighbouring states. This also involves exploring changing perceptions with
regard to “neighbours” and Europe (and not only EU-Europe).
We have chosen Cyprus and the METU Campus as the venue for this seminar for a variety
of reasons. Here, tensions but also progress in rapprochement between neighbours have
been closely reflected by the experiences of civil society actors. The role of the European
Union has also been evident in partly shaping events on the island – and it has not been
without controversy. However, our discussion is not limited to any one country or region. We
invite the active participation from experts and practitioners from a wide variety of regional
contexts and areas of activity.
6

EUDIMENSIONS: Local Dimensions of a Wider European Neighbourhood: Developing Political
Community through Practices and Discourses of Cross-Border Co-operation is financed by the Sixth
Framework Programme of the European Union (Contract: CIT5-CT-2005-028804).
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Among the themes we will be discussing:

Europe and conflict-management: can the EU offer new perspectives for reducing tensions
between communities, at borders, in border regions?
Civil Society networks within Europe: What role for civil society in promoting understanding
and communication between states and communities? What can be done, what should be
done to enhance this role?
Does the EU support civil society activities in terms of cross-border and international cooperation? How does the European Neighbourhood Policy influence co-operation? Is the
Neighbourhood Programme helping cross-border cooperation or is it a buffer zone
Geopolitics by other means?
Security issues at the EU’s external borders versus cooperation: how is this seen by
practitioners? How do issues such as illegal immigration impact on Civil Society Cooperation?
Lessons learned from co-operation: is it possible to speak of “good practices” of civil society
engagement within a cross-border context?
How might co-operation be improved? What might the EU need to know about local civil
society in order to be more responsive and helpful?
Finally, and importantly, what can the experiences of Cyprus tell us about these
issues?
It is an exciting time to be in Cyprus, given considerable advances in intercommunal
rapprochement, the opening of new crossings between North and South and upcoming
parliamentary elections (in April) in the North. This seminar will thus open the floor to
different voices to address a very European question: in what way can the EU help
overcome borders between neighbours and promote cooperation between civil societies?
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Programme
Thursday 5 February: Arrival
Friday 6 February: Seminar at METU Campus
Transportation will be organised from Hotel Merit (Bedrettin Demirel Caddesi, Lefkoşa) to
METU Campus ca. 8.30
9.30 Welcome
Prof. Turgut Tümer, President , METU NCC
10.00 – 11.30 Opening Session
Revisiting Cyprus: Borders, Neighbours and Civil Society
Moderation: Ayca Ergun
The EUDIMENSIONS Perspective: Developing Political Community Through
Practices and Discourses of Cross-Border Co-Operation
James Scott, Leibniz-Institute for Regional Development and Structural Planning,
Germany/ Karelian Institute, University of Joensuu, Finland
Borders, Bordering and the ENP
Henk van Houtum, NCBR, Radboud University of Nijmegen, Netherlands
The EU in Cyprus: a View from the North
Erhan Ercin, North Cyprus EU Coordination Centre
Some Observations on the Peace-building Experience in Cyprus
Maria Hadjipavlou, University of Cyprus
11.30-12.00 Coffee Break
12.00-13.30 Discussion Session
The EU as Mediator – its Role in Promoting Intercommunal Dialogue
Moderation: Hayriye Kahveci, Centre for the Black Sea and Central Asia, Middle East
Technical University, Ankara
Elise Feron, Centre de Politique Comparée, UCLouvain, Belgium
Ahmet Sözen, Director, Cyprus Policy Center, Faculty of International Relations,
Eastern Mediterranean University
Bahar Rumelili, Faculty of International Relations, Koç University,
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Istanbul, Turkey
13.30-15.00: Lunch
15.00 – 18.00 Discussion Session
Local Perspectives on Civil Society, Crossborder Cooperation and “Wider” European
Neighbourhood
Moderation: Paul Fryer, University of Joensuu
Elena Belokurova, Centre for german and european studies, St. Petersburg State
University
Olga Demetriou, International Peace Research Institute-PRIO, Cyprus Office
Emine Erk, Cyprus Turkish Human Rights Foundation
Neophytos Loizides, Queen’s University Belfast
17.30 – 18.00 Conclusions
19.00 Reception at METU Campus

Saturday 7 February: Walking Lefkoşa/Lefkose/Nicosia
10.00 – 12.00
Borderwalk and the Politics of Memory and Forgetting
Yiannis Papadakis, Faculty of Social & Political Sciences, University of Cyprus
Meeting point: Statue of Liberty, on the Venetian walls, about 200m west of Famagusta
Gate, exactly opposite the Archbishop’s Palace.
13.00 – 16.00
Visiting the Old City
Organised through Hayriye Kahveci, KORA Centre for the Black Sea and Central Asia,
METU Ankara

Sunday, 8 February
Optional Excursion to Kyrenia (please express your interest to Hayriye)
Departures
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Annex 11.7
5/505/8

Föderalismus in Deutschland und Europa
vom 27.4.–2.5.2008
1. Seminartyp und Zielgruppe
Veranstaltung in Kooperation mit dem Zentrum fuer Deutschland- und Europastudien und
der Europäischen Föderalismusakademie Bonn (EFB) für deutsche und russische
Nachwuchswissenschaftler und -kräfte in Politik, Medien und sonstige Junior-Multiplikatoren
aus Bonn, St. Petersburg und Petrozavodsk.
2. Ziel
Das Thema im deutschen und europäischen Kontext für junge Politikwissenschaftler zu
vertiefen sowie im Dialog Konzepte zum Aus- und Umbau föderaler Strukturen in
europäischen Staaten auszuarbeiten.
3. Veranstaltungsort
Gustav-Stresemann-Institut e.V. (GSI)
Langer Grabenweg 68

53175 Bonn

Tel. 0228-8107-0, -172, -191, -190
Konzeption:
Dr. Jan U. Clauss, Dr. Irina Volfson, Dr. Elena Belokurova
Seminarleitung:
Dr. Jan U. Clauss, Wiss. Leiter des GSI
Gruppenleitung:
Dr. Irina Volfson, Bonn
Sekretariat (GSI):
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Cordula Benfarji, Tel. 0228-8107-172

PROGRAMM
Sonntag, den 27.04.2008
12.30-14.30 Anreise /Mittagessen
15.00-17.15 h (3) Bonn als ehemalige Bundeshauptstadt und Zentrum eines jungen föderalen
Staates
Dipl.-Hist. Gennady Burkanov, Bonn
17.45-18.15 h Einführung und Organisatorisches
Dr. Jan U. Clauss, Dr. Irina Volfson, Dr. Elena Belokurova
18.15 – 19.00 h Abendessen
19.00 – 20.30 h (2) GSI und sein Bildungsprojekten. Zur operativen Auslandsarbeit am Bsp.
eines EU-Menschenrechtsprojektes
Dr. Jan U. Clauss mit hinzugeladenen Gästen
Montag, den 28.04.2008
8.30 - 9.30 h Frühstück
09.45 - 10.30 h (1) Kooperativer Föderalismus in Deutschland: Einführung mit
Länderbeispielen
Dr. Jan U. Clauss /Dr. Irina Volfson
Ab 10.30 h Fahrt zum Russischen Generalkonsulat nach Bonn-Bad Godesberg-Schweinheim
„Arbeit für das Zentrum und für die 89 russländischen Unionssubjekte“ (Arbeitstitel) Aus der
operativen Tätigkeit des weltgrößten Russischen Generalkonsulats (RGK), Bonn
11.00 h Rundgang (2)
11.30 h Begrüßung des Generalkonsuls
12.00 h Imbiß bei RGK, Bonn
anschließend: Rückfahrt nach GSI
14.00 - 16.15 h (3) Institutionelle Strukturen des deutschen Föderalismus
MinRat a.D. Uwe Leonardy, Königswinter, I.Stv.Vors. Komitee für vergleichende
Föderalismusforschung der IPSA (Int.Political Sc.Association)
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16.45 - 18.15 h (2) Putinismus und Zentralismus
Prof. Dr. Tilman Mayer, Univ. Bonn, Vors. Gesellschaft für Deutschlandforschung
18.30 - 19.30 h Abendessen
Dienstag, den 29.04.2008
7.30 - 8.30 h Frühstück

8.30 - 10.00 h (2) Weltföderalismus aus deutscher Sicht
Prof. Dr. Tilman Mayer, Univ. Bonn, Vors. Gesellschaft für Deutschlandforschung
10.30 – 12.00 h (2) Zentrale und dezentrale Entscheidungsstrukturen auf globaler, auf
europäischer und auf nationaler Ebene
Prof. Dr. Michael Bohnet, Ministerialdirektor a.D., Sonderbeauftragter der Bundesregierung
zur Beratung der Russländ. Regierung beim Aufbau eines Entwicklungshilferessorts, Bonn
12.00 – 13.00 h Mittagessen

13.30 – 15.00 h (2) Föderalismus in Russland im europäischen Kontext: Typisches oder
Besonderes?
Paneldiskussion russ. & deutscher Dozenten: Dr. Maria Nozhenko, Dr. Gleb Yarovoy, Dr. Elena
Chernenkova, Dr. Alexander Iljin, Ilja Novikov

15.30 h Fahrt zum Haus der Geschichte der Bundesrepublik Deutschland (HdG)
16.00-17.30 h (2) Deutschland & Russland (bzw. die UdSSR). Ein Vergleich von Zentren und
Peripherien
Russischsprachige Begleitung: Vladimir Lagutkin, HdG
17.30-19.00 h (2) Gruppenspezifische Nacharbeit des Vortrages bzw. der Begleitung Vladimir
Lagutkins
Dr. Irina Volfson
Rückfahrt zum GSI, anschl. Abendessen
Mittwoch, den 30.04.2008
8.00-9.00 h Frühstück
9.30 h Fahrt zur Deutschen Welle
10.00 – 11.30 h (2) Die Deutsche Welle als „weltzweitgrößter“ Auslandsrundfunksender
N.N., Servicedienst, Deutsche Welle, Bonn
Rückfahrt zum GSI
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11.45 - 13.15 h (2) Foederalismus in Deutschland und Russland: moegliche Vergleiche
Dr. Elena Belokurova, ZDES St. Petesburg
13.15 – 14.00 h Mittagessen
14.00–15.30 und 16.00-17.30 h (4) Aus der föderalen Praxis: Beispiele aus NRW, aus
Deutschland und aus Europa (Europäische Union)
Eine interaktive Gesprächsrunde mit: Staats Min. a.D. Prof. Dr. Manfred Dammeyer, MdL (NRW)
1975-2005, Ehem. Präsident des Ausschusses der Regionen der EU (AdR), Oberhausen/Rhld.
18.00-19.00 h Abendessen
19.00-21.00 h Kunst- und Ausstellungshalle der Bundesrepublik Deutschland (optionales
Kulturprogramm)
Donnerstag, den 01.05.2008
8.00-9.00 h Frühstück
9.00-10.30 und 11.00-12.30 h (4) Die Subsidarität in der EU-Föderalismusförderndes Politikziel?
Simulationsspiel mit Diskussion, Rechtsanwältin Bettina Schmitt, München
12.30-14.00 h Mittagessen
14.00-15.30 und 16.00-18.00 h (4) Fortsetzung mit Bettina Schmitt
18.00-19.00 h Abendessen
ab 19.00 h Abschlussparty der deutschen und russischen Teilnehmer (ggf. mit hinzugeladenen
Gästen)
Freitag, den 02.05.2008
8.00-9.00 h Frühstück
09.30-11.00 h Seminarauswertung / Bilanz & Perspektiven für Rück- bzw. Folgeseminare
in Petrozavodsk, St. Petersburg bzw. in Bonn.
Dr. Jan U. Clauss, Dr. Irina Volfson, Dr. Elena Belokurova
Abreise der Teilnehmer
(Mitnahme von Lunchpaketen)
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The 2nd Summer School for Russian postgraduate students

European Union Studies: Methodological Opportunities and Limits
Strelna, June 18 – 22, 2008
Program
Day 1. June 18
European Studies: Theoretical and Methodological Particularities
11.00. Arrival to Strel’na
11.30 - 12.00. Coffee break
12.00 – 12.30. Welcoming, introduction
12.30 – 14.00. Research Methodology: the Main Principles (Prof. Dr. Reinholdt Hedtke,
University of Bielefeld)
14.00 – 15.00. Lunch
15.00 – 16.30. Theoretical understanding of the contemporary European Union (Dr. Elena
Belokurova, Centre for german and european studies, St. Petersburg State University)
16.30 – 17.00. Coffee break
17.00 – 18.30. Theoretical and methodological approaches to the European studies in
Russia (round table, moderator: Elena Belokurova)
19.00 - 20.00. Dinner

Centre for Germany and European Studies
7/9 University embankment
(Mendeleev centre)
St. Petersburg 191187 Russia
St. Petersburg 199034, Russia

The Friedrich-Ebert-Fund
19/98 Konnogvardeyskiy avenue
St. Petersburg 190000, Russia

European University at St. Petersburg
3 Gagarinskaya St.,

Tel./Fax: +7 (812) 325 94 39

Tel.: (812) 275 5137,

Tel./Fax: +7 (812) 324 0885

E-mail: fes@mail.wplus.ne

Fax: (812) 275 5139

E-mail: kaiser@zdes.spb.ru

E-mail: ces@eu.spb.ru
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Day 2. June 19
State and Citizenship in Europe
09.00 – 10.00. Breakfast
10.00 – 11.30. Nation State and Identity Building in Europe (lecture, Dr. Maria Nozhenko,
European University at St. Petersburg)
11.30 – 12.00. Coffee break
12.00 – 13.30. Citizenship and Civic Education in Europe (lecture, Dr. Tatjana Zimenkova,
University of Bielefeld)
13.30 – 14.30. Lunch
14.30 – 16.00. Research seminar (moderator: Maria Nozhenko)
16.00 – 16.30. Coffee break
16.30 – 18.00. Research seminar (moderator: Elena Belokurova)
19.00 – 20.00. Dinner

Day 3. June 20
Globalization and Borders: New Developments in Contemporary Europe and Russia
09.00 – 10.00. Breakfast
10.00 – 11.30. Globalization Studies: New Perspectives and Agenda (lecture, Dr. Markus
Kaiser, Centre for german and european studies)
11.30 – 12.00. Coffee break
12.00 – 13.30. Border Studies in Europe and Russia (lecture, Dr. Elena Nikiforova, Center
for Independent Social Research, St. Petersburg)
13.30 – 14.30. Lunch
14.30 – 16.00. Research seminar (moderator: Markus Kaiser)
16.00 – 16.30. Coffee break
16.30 – 18.00. Research seminar (moderator: Maria Nozhenko)
19.00 – 20.00. Dinner
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Day 4. June 21
Federalism and Regionalism Studies
09.00 – 10.00. Breakfast
10.00 – 11.30. Federalism Studies in Europe (lecture, Prof. Dr. Martin Nettesheim, European
Center for Federalism Studies, University of Tuebingen)
11.30 – 12.00. Coffee break
12.00 – 13.30. Regionalism Studies in Europe and Russia (lecture, Dr. Gleb Yarovoy,
Petrozavodsk State University)
13.30 – 14.30. Lunch
14.30 – 16.00. Research seminar (moderator: Elena Belokurova)
16.00 – 16.30. Coffee break
16.30 – 18.00. Research seminar (moderator: Maria Nozhenko)
19. 00 – 20.00. Final Dinner

Day 5. June 22
European Union Studies: Methodological Opportunities and Limits
Summer School results

09.00 – 10.00. Breakfast
10.00 – 11.30. Final discussion: Methodological Opportunities and Limits of European
Studies
11.30 – 12.00. Coffee break
12.00 – 15.00. Visit of Konstaninovsky Palace
15.00. Departure (bus transportation)
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The 2nd Summer School for Russian postgraduate students

European Union Studies: Methodological Opportunities and Limits
Strelna, June 18 – 22, 2008
List of participants

Name

University, Faculty, Thesis

E-mail

1. Averin, Vitaliy

Ivanovo State University; “Role of the Libertarian vitaver@mail.ru
institutionalization principles of the European
integration”

2. Baburina,
Elena

St. Petersburg State University, Faculty of
Sociology, “Institutions of Civic Education:
Comparative Analysis”

3. Goncharuk,
Natalya

Oryol Regional Academy of Public Service;
gontscharuk@yandex.ru
“Transformation of the national identity within the
European society in the context of deepening
socio-political integration processes in the EU”

4. Grigorenko,
Svetlana

St. Petersburg State University; “Federalism in
Germany and Russia: a comparative analysis”

grigorenkos85@rambler.ru

5. Gulyaeva,
Elena

Saratov State Academy of Law; “The right of
freedom and the right of personal security:
standards of the 1950 Convention for the
Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental
Freedoms”

gulya-eva@rambler.ru

6. Danilova,
Natalya

“Features of the European identity among
Russian youth”

natalyvip@mail.ru

7. Kovaleva,
Ekaterina

katya_kovaleva@yahoo.com
Voronezh State University; “Conception of the
empire in the British domestic policy in the end of
the 19th – beginning of the 20th centuries”

soc_abitur@mail.ru
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8. Kovaleva,
Tatyana

Voronezh State University; “Utilitarian functions tatiana_kovaleva@mail.ru
of the attributive lexis within the political
discourse”

9. Krivonos, Irina

irina_krivonos@yahoo.com
Immanuel Kant State University of Russia,
Kaliningrad; “Possible means of evaluation of the
effectiveness of the institutional transformation
process”

10. Kuzmin,
Nikita

Immanuel Kant State University of Russia,
Kaliningrad; “International cooperation on
municipal level (on the example of Russia and
the EU)”

11. Kurske,
Vladislav

Moscow State Institute of International Relations; kurske@yandex.ru
“Ethnical identity dynamics of the Germans in
post-Soviet Russia”

12. Munina,
Natalya

ligia@list.ru
Russian State University for the Humanities,
Moscow; “Representation of the World War II’
history in the Soviet, Polish and American fiction
films of the 1950-60’s”

13. Nechayeva,
Elena

nechaevaelena@mail.ru
St. Petersburg State University; “Methods of
countering the building xenophobia, chauvinism
and racial discrimination in Russia and the EU: a
comparative analysis”

nik.kuzmin85@gmail.com

14. Ovsyannikova, Yaroslavl State University; “Political power and
Anna
its impact on the formation of the national political
culture of different civilizations in the modern
globalized world”
15. Romanov,
Oleg

St. Petersburg State University; “E-Government: romanovoleg@rambler.ru
order of the executive system and its alterations
on the national level”

16. Sirotin, Oleg

St. Petersburg State University; “Eastern German helgi-82@mail.ru
federal states within the system of regional
politics”

17. Strelkov,
Aleksandr

Institute of Europe of the Russian Academy of
darin11@yandex.ru
Sciences; “The principle of political conditionality
as an instrument of foreign policy of the EU”

18. Khokhlov,
Vasiliy

St. Petersburg State University; “Politological
analysis of the Lisbon Treaty"

vkhokhlov@hotmail.com

19. Chusova,

Mocsow State Pedagogical University;
“Intercultural communication between ethnical

nchusova@yandex.ru
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Natalya

groups as a factor of the modernization policy of
contemporary Russia”

20. Shadurskiy,
Andrey

St. Petersburg State University; “Formation of a rotarmist@gmail.com
EU energy policy in the beginning of the 21st
century: institutional aspects”

21. Shomurodov,
Iskandar

People’s Friendship University of Russia,
Moscow; “International legal cooperation of the
EU member states on the arrangement of
investment disputes”

ishomurodov@yahoo.com

School Lecturers:
Dr. Elena Belokurova belokur@eu.spb.ru
Russian Deputy Director of the CGES at St. Petersburg State University, Faculty of Sociology
Research fellow of Centre for European Studies, European University at St. Petersburg,
Research interests: regional politics, non-governmental organizations and the state, European
governance
Prof. Dr. Reinholdt Hedtke reinhold.hedtke@uni-bielefeld.de
German Director of the CGES, Dean of the Faculty of Sociology of the University of Bielefeld, editor
of the “Journal of Social Science Education (JSSE)
Dr. Maria Nozhenko nozhenko@eu.spb.ru
Research fellow of Centre for European Studies, European University at St. Petersburg
Research interests: federalism, regional politics, nation states and European integration, ethnic policy
of the USSR and RF, political identities
Dr. Tatjana Zimenkova tatjana.zimenkova1@uni-bielefeld.de
German Deputy Director of the Centre for German and European Studies, research fellow of the
Faculty of Sociology of the University of Bielefeld
Research interests: sociology of science, citizenship education and conceptions of citizenship
Dr. Markus Kaiser kaiser@zdes.spb.ru
Scientific manager of Centre for German and European Studies (CGES) at St. Petersburg State
University, DAAD-lector at the Faculty of Sociology, St. Petersburg State University.
Research interests: concept of Europe and Eurasia, society and politics in Eurasia, globalization and
regionalization.
Dr. Elena Nikiforova elenik@indepsocres.spb.ru
Social researcher at the Center for Independent Social Research, St. Petersburg, PhD at the
University of Helsinki
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Research interests: border studies, ethnic minorities and identities
Prof. Dr. Martin Nettesheim nettesheim@jura.uni-tuebingen.de
Professor of Law at the University of Tuebingen. Law School Holder of the Chair for German Public
Law, European Community Law, Public International Law and International Political Theory. Director
of the Tuebingen University Center for International Economic Law. Dean of the Law School. Cofounder and vice-director of the Graduate Studies Center "Globalization". Member of the Board of the
Center for Studies in Federalism at the University of Tuebingen.
Dr. Gleb Yarovoy yarovoy@petrsu.ru
Lecturer of Faculty of Political and Social Sciences, Petrozavodsk State University
Research interests: European regionalism, regional integration and transnational cooperation
Dr. Svetlana Yaroshenko s_yaroshenko@yahoo.com
Head of research of the CGES, Faculty of Sociology at the St. Petersburg State University
Research interests: social inequality and exclusion, gender studies
Malte Tepe FES@mail.wplus.net
Intern at the St. Petersburg office of Friedrich-Ebert-Fund
Astrid Schorn astrid.schorn@obmen.org
Director of the German-Russian Exchange, St. Petersburg
Angelina Davydova a.davydova@inbox.ru
Manager of the EU Study Weeks project at the German-Russian Exchange, St. Petersburg
Ekaterina Kolesova e.kolesova@inbox.ru
Office manager of the CGES, Faculty of Sociology at the St. Petersburg State University
School Administrator:
Roman Zharkoy rzharkoy@eu.spb.ru, roman.charkoi@gmail.com
MA in Political Science and Sociology, University of Kiel, intern at the Centre for European Studies,
European University at St. Petersburg
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Summer School Evaluation: Statistical results of the evaluation by the participants:
average
scores
Overall average assessment of the Study Weekend

4,6
yes

no

The expectations were met

88,2%

0%

Enough information on the European studies

82,4%

17,6%

Enough information on research methodology

94,1%

5,9%

Average for the presentations

useful

interesting

understandable

4,5

Belokurova

4.5

4.7

4.8

4.6

Hedtke

4.2

4.3

4.4

4.3

Nozhenko

4.7

4.8

4.9

4.8

Zimenkova

3.9

3.9

4.1

4

Kaiser

4.4

4.4

4.4

4.4

4

4.4

4.5

4.3

Nettesheim

4.5

4.6

4.3

4.4

Yarovoy

4.5

4.5

4.6

4.5

4.8

4.7

4.7

4.7

Nikiforova

Projects presentations

Quality of the study week organization
4,7
Accommodation / Food

4,6

Free time

4,5

Informational accompaniment

4,7

Administrator’s work

4,7

Seminar venue

4,9
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Written comments:
⎯ More information about the EUSP and the CGES is necessary
⎯ More professors, better cultural programme (excursions to St. Petersburg)
⎯ More free time, less intensity (3)
⎯ More interdisciplinarity, other disciplines (e.g. economics) (3)
⎯ Better concentration of one topic or discipline (3)
⎯ Overview of modern directions of the European studies, case study (3)
⎯ More lectures about research methods (2)
⎯ More group work (3)
⎯ Training for academic writing

List of the proposed topics for the CGES publication

Name

University, Thesis

E-mail

Alishev Timirkhan

Kazan State University, Faculty of Sociology

talishev@msn.com,

Z

Thesis: Intensity of interpersonal trust and peculiarities
of image building of regional and state authorities in
Russia

talishev@gmail.com

Trust in Everyday Interactions and Trust in Institutions:
Interrelating Russia and the European Union
Ermolin Ilja Z

MGIMO, Faculty of International Relations
Thesis: Phenomenon of network coordination of
supranational and national actors in the European
Union (on example of Northern Europe)

professorioann@hot
mail.com
reilan1@rambler.ru

Free-rider problem as a reflection on transformation of
Scandinavian model of liberal political system
Pakkonen
Ekaterina Z

MGIMO, faculty of International Law

tuomi@rambler.ru

Thesis: Legal status of Barents Euro-Arctic Region
(BEAR) in context of European integration (research of
political and social factors influencing functioning and
efficiency of such institutions)
Legal Status of the Nordic Council

Romanov Maxim
Z

MGIMO, Faculty of International and European Law
Thesis: Reforming the Council of the European Union

maxromanov@mail.
ru

Internal Reforms of the Council of the European Union
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Stepanova Elena
Z

Institute of Sociology St. Petersburg, Russian
Academy of Sciences

eleste@bk.ru

Thesis: Integration of higher education: successes of
Bologna process in Russia
Success of the Bologna Process Implementation in
Russia: Experts’ Views
Shevtsova Irina
Z

Perm State University, Faculty of Political Science

Irina_shev@bk.ru

Thesis: Political parties in regions as instrument of
regional communities development: comparative
analysis (Scotland, Walloon, Tatarstan, Bashkortostan,
Karelia)
Regional Parties as a Tool of Regional Community
Building (Cases of Walloon and Scotland)

Yaroshenko
Lubov’ Z

Yaroslavl’ State University, Faculty of Political and
Social Sciences

yaroshenko_l@yaho
o.com

Thesis: Influence of the European Union on
«democratization» of the third countries (on example
of Moldova and Ukraine: 1994 – 2005)

yaroshenko_l@mail.
ru

Values Gap in the Political Dialogue between the
Russian Federation and the European Union (19942008)
Tarasenko Anna
Z

European University at St. Petersburg, Faculty for
Political Science and Sociology

CGES internship
in 2006

Thesis: Consultative Bodies in Policy-Making Process

Zumarova Elena
Z

Petrozavodsk State University, Faculty for Political and
Social Sciences

CGES internship
in 2006

Identity Politics in Russia: Europe in Russian Political
Discourse

Averin Vitaliy

Ivanovo State University;

S

Thesis: “Role of the Libertarian institutionalization
principles of the European integration”

atarasenko@eu.spb
.ru

Role of Consultative Bodies in the Policy-Making
Process: Cases of Russia and the European Union
selena2507@mail.ru

vitaver@mail.ru

Role of the Libertarian Institutionalization Principles in
the European Integration
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Goncharuk
Natalya
S

Oryol Regional Academy of Public Service;
Thesis: “Transformation of the national identity within
the European society in the context of deepening
socio-political integration processes in the EU”

gontscharuk@yandex.
ru

Improvement of Social-Cultural Mechanisms of
Citizens' Communication in the European Union
Danilova Natalya
S

Thesis: “Features of the European identity among
Russian youth”

natalyvip@mail.ru

European Identity of Russian Students
Kovaleva Tatyana Voronezh State University;
S

Thesis: “Utilitarian functions of the attributive lexis
within the political discourse”

tatiana_kovaleva@
mail.ru

The Adjective in Political Discourse of Russian and
German Languages
Kovaleva
Ekaterina
S

Voronezh State University;
Thesis: “Utilitarian functions of the attributive lexis
within the political discourse”

tatiana_kovaleva@
mail.ru

The Concept of Empire in the Politics of Gladstone's
Cabinets in Britain (1880-1890s)
Kurske Vladislav
S

Moscow State Institute of International Relations;
Thesis: “Ethnical identity dynamics of the Germans in
post-Soviet Russia”

kurske@yandex.ru

Ethnical Identity Dynamics of the Germans in PostSoviet Russia
Munina Natalya

Russian State University for the Humanities, Moscow;

S

Thesis: “Representation of the World War II’ history in
the Soviet, Polish and American fiction films of the
1950-60’s”

ligia@list.ru

American Cinema on the Second World War: between
the Truths and Myths
Romanov, Oleg

St. Petersburg State University;

S

Thesis: “E-Government: order of the executive system
and its alterations on the national level”

romanovoleg@ramble
r.ru

Transformation of E-Government Concept in European
Studies
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Khokhlov Vasiliy

St. Petersburg State University;

S

Thesis: “Politological analysis of the Lisbon Treaty"

vkhokhlov@hotmail.c
om

European Peace-Keeping Potential. A Look Back at
the European Involvement in the Bosnian War
Chusova Natalya

Moscow State Pedagogical University;

S

Thesis: “Intercultural communication between ethnical
groups as a factor of the modernization policy of
contemporary Russia”

nchusova@yandex.r
u

Studies of Intercultural Communication within the
Ethnic Environment in Russia: Application of the
European Approaches
Shomurodov
Iskandar
S

People’s Friendship University of Russia, Moscow;
Thesis: “International legal cooperation of the EU
member states on the arrangement of investment
disputes”

ishomurodov@yaho
o.com

International Legal Co-Operation in the Investments
Disputes in the European Union
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Annex 11.9

СПБГУ

Conference Programme

„Identity and Integration: Experiences from Russia and
Germany“
April 14, 2008, St. Petersburg
Culture and Business Centre
of the St. Petersburg State University

Address: Birzhevaja Linija Nr. 6 (Strelka of the Vassilevskij Ostrov- Ploshchad’ Saharova)

Languages: Russian and German (simultaneous interpreting)
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Welcoming speech
10.00-10.20
Prof. K. K. Khudolej, Vice-rector for international cooperation of St.
Petersburg State University
Bernd Braun, Generalkonsul of the Federal Republic of Germany in St.
Petersburg
Dr. Reinhard Krumm, Head of the Regional Branch of the FriedrichEbert-Fund in Russian Federation, Moscow
Prof. N. G. Skvortsov, Dean of the Faculty of Sociology, St. Petersburg
State University, Russian Director of the CGES
Dr. Markus Kaiser, Scientific Manager of the CGES, St. Petersburg
10.20-11.30

Transformation of Russian Identity: Integration or Isolation of Russia?
Moderator: Dr. E. V. Belokurova, Centre for German and European
Studies, St. Petersburg
Foreign Policy Aspects of Russian Identity (Results of the research of
the Institute of Sociology of the RAS „Russian Identity in the mirror of
sociology“)
Prof. V. V. Petuchov, Institute of Sociology of the RAS , Moscow
Russian Identity from the German Perspective
Johannes Voswinkel, Die ZEIT, Mosow
Discussion

11.30-12.00

Coffee break

12.00-13.30

Transformation of Identity in Germany: German or European Identity?
Moderator: Dr. Reinhard Krumm Head of the Regional Branch of the
Friedrich-Ebert-Fund in Russian Federation, Moscow
The History of Identity Building in Germany
Dr. Klaus Wiegrefe, Der Spiegel, Hamburg
German Identity Building from the Russian perspective
Viktor Voronkov, Director of the Center for Independent Social Research,
St. Petersburg
Discussion
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13.30-15.00

Lunch

15.00-17.30

Regional Identity and Integration on the Example of Russian NorthWest
Moderator: Markus Kaiser, Scientific Manager of the CGES, St.
Petersburg
The North-West: A Region or Regions?
Dr. M. V. Nozhenko, European University at St. Petersburg
Ethnic Communities and Identity in St. Petersburg
Dr. B. E. Wiener, Institute of Sociology of the RAS, St. Petersburg
Discussion
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Programme: CGES 1st Workshop on Methodology of European Comparison, 26.-27.09.2008
St. Petersburg , Faculty of Sociology, St. Petersburg State University Smolny Street 1/3,
Smolny Cathedral, entrance 9, room 229, Working language: English)

Day 1. 26.09.2008.
10:00
I.

Opening
Methodological presentations

10:00-10:45

10:45-11:00
11:00-12:15

1. Theoretical problems of the comparative research: Comparison in the era of
globalisation and Europeanization. Current debates, main issues, topics and
problems. (Dr. Zimenkova/Dr. Yaroshenko)
Coffee Break
2. Prof. Rezajev <Comparative macro-sociology: Current theoretical paradise>
Discussion. Disputant: Dr. Ingrid Oswald (Humboldt-Universität Berlin)

12:15-13:30
II.

Lunch Break

Presentations on Methodology of comparative research

13:30-14:30

1. Qualitative data research with PC programms. The use of MAXqda for
comparative studies (Dr. Denis Gruber, ZDES St. Petersburg)
Disputant: Oleg Pachenkov (CISR) (tbc)

14:30-14:45
14:45-16:15

Coffee Break
2. Dr. Mikhail Sokolov (HSE. St. Petersburg): “A historical comparative
perspective on sociology of the social sciences: Neo-Weberian theories of
academic classes, parties, and status groups.”
Discussion: Disputant Dr. Zimenkova

III.

Presentations on comparative research praxis

16:15-16:30
16:30-19:00

Coffee Break
3. Prof. Dr. S. Andresen: < Childhood Studies in a comparative perspective >
4. Dr. O. Zdravomyslova < Family in European Context >
Discussion. Disputant: Prof. Dr. E. Zdravomyslova
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Day 2. 27.09.2008.
9:30-12:00

Visiting opening event “Day of Europe in St. Petersburg” and Debates and interactive
Debates “European Boarders and European Identity”, Ground Hotel Europe, Nevsky
Pr. Mikhailovskaya Ulitsa1/7

12:45-14:00

Lunch break

14:00

Moderated round table (forum for discussion of the young scholars methodological
problems is given) and final discussion (Dr. Yaroshenko/ Dr. Zimenkova, moderators)
FAQ’s of the comparative research: Participants: Dr. Belokurova, Dr. Kaiser, Dr.
Olimpieva, Dr. Sokolov, Oleg Pachenkov, Prof. Dr. Kozlovsky
Inputs/Questions PhD students, young scientists
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Program of the Workshop “Return studies in Turkey, Russia and
Georgia”
13 October – 15 October 2008

Monday 13 October
Morning session I

Opening

Chair
Tatjana Baraulina

10:00 – 10:10

Welcome

Dr. Axel Kreienbrink

10:10 – 10:20

Workshop’s goals and structure

Tatjana Baraulina

10:20 – 10:40

Short introduction of the project teams

Morning session II

Political context of the return study at the Chair
Federal Office for Migration and Refugees
Dr. Axel Kreienbrink
(FOMR)

10:40 – 11:00

Return politics and policies in Germany
and the EU.

11:00 – 11:20

Discussion

11:20 – 11:40

Original concept of the return project at
FOMR: Key questions, sampling and
compatibility of the results.

11:40 – 12:00

Discussion

Dr. Axel Kreienbrink

Tatjana Baraulina

12:00 – 13:00 lunch
Afternoon session

Return Study in Russia

Chair
Dr. Tamara Zurabishvili

13:00 – 13:40

-

Design
Field experiences
Sampling
Preliminary results

Dr. Markus Kaiser
Zoya Solovyeva
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13:40 – 14:30

Discussion
14.30 – 15:00 coffee break

15:00 – 17:00

Meeting with the Russian team
19:00 Dinner at the restaurant “Heilig Geist Spital”
in the Historical City Centre of Nuremberg

Thursday 14. October
Morning session I

Conceptualizing return

Chair
Tatjana Baraulina

10:00 – 10:30

Key concepts of return and reintegration

10:30 – 11:00

Discussion

Morning session II

Return decision

Dr. Herga RittersbergerTilic

Chair
Dr. Markus Kaiser

11:00 – 11:20

Some experiences of the study on return Ketevan Krause
decision in Germany: sampling and key Tatjana Baraulina
decision factors

11:20 – 12:00

Discussion
12:00 – 13:00 lunch

Afternoon session

Return study in Georgia

Chair
Zoya Solovyeva

13:00 – 13:40

13:40 – 14:30

-

Design
Field experiences
Sampling
Preliminary results

Dr. Tamara Zurabishvili
Dr. Tinatin Zurabishvili

Discussion
14:30 – 15:00 coffee break

15:00 – 17:00

Meeting with the Georgian team

Wednesday 15. October
Morning session I

Return Study in Turkey

Chair
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Tinatin Zurabishvili

10:00 – 10:30

-

Design
Field experiences
Sampling

10:30 – 11:20

Discussion

Morning session II

Concluding Discussion

Dr. Helga RittersbergerTilic
Yelda Özen
Kezban Celik

Chair
Tatjana Baraulina

11:20 – 11:40

Original project goals and their
realization in the case studies: Which
expectations are realistic?

11:40 – 12:00

Discussion

Tatjana Baraulina

12:00 – 13:00 lunch
Afternoon session

Closing discussion

Chair
Yelda Özen

13:00 – 14:30

Further discussion on the problems of
sampling, results and their compatibility.
14:30 – 14:45 coffee break

14:45 – 15:15

Perspectives to disseminate the results:
- Brainstorming –

15:15 – 15:40

Closing remarks

Tatjana Baraulina
Dr. Axel Kreienbrink

15:40 – 16:00 coffee break
16:00 – 17:30

Meeting with the Turkish team

Additional information
Please note that we arranged a transport from the hotel to the Federal Office that will be
awaiting you every morning at 9:30. I’ll meet you at the Federal Office at the entry gate.
Please make sure that you have your passports or some any personal identification
documents with you for the whole time of the workshop. You can’t get to the Federal Office
without personal identification.
We didn’t arrange any transportation from the Federal Office to the hotel in the afternoon. So
you are supposed to get there by public transport means.
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On Monday the 13th of October we would like to invite you to dinner in the Heilig Geist Spital
restaurant located in the Spitalgasse 16.
Tel: 0911 / 22 17 61
Fax: 0911 / 20 86 55
http: http://www.heilig-geist-spital.de/rooms.htm (only German)
How to get from the airport to the hotel
Underground train Nr. 2 going in the direction Röthenbach
Destination Station – Plärrer
How to get from the Federal Office to the hotel
Bus Nr. 65 from Hiroschimaplatz (in front of the Federal Office, over the road) in the direction
Röthenbach
Destination Station – Frankenstrasse (It is the second stopover after Hiroschimaplatz.)
There you take Underground train Nr. 1 going in the direction Fürth Hardhöhe
Destination Station – Plärrer
Plärrer is one of the biggest and most crowded squares of Nuremberg. Nonetheless for the
trained big-city dwellers as you all definitely are it’s not very difficult to find the hotel (for more
information, see the map nr. 1 below).
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CGES Publications Prepared in 2008
•

Belokurova, Elena (ed.) (2009) European Politics and Society. Studies of Young
Russian Scholars. Volume 1, St. Petersburg: Intersocis.

•

Ivleva, Irina (2008) Die Strassenökonomie im russischen Alltag. Muenster: LIT.

•

Kaiser, Markus; Solovieva, Zoia (2009). Return migration to Russia: social profiles
of returnees, reintegration patterns, sustainability. St. Petersburg: CGES/BAMF
(unpublished report)

•

Karpenko, Oxana (2008). Problematization of the usage of the category “narod” in
Russian political, administrative and educational discourse // Journal of Social
Science Education. Vol. 9. No 1. Pp. 134-163.

•

Shershneva, Elena; Kuznetsova, Ludmila (eds.) (2009) The Economic Europe:
Course Syllabuses. Module: MA Programme 521221 “Studies in European
Societies”, St. Petersburg: Intersocis.

•

Teschendorf, Peter; Belokurova Elena; Urnau Marina (eds.) (2008) V poiskah
Rossii: Serija publikatsii k diskusii ob identichnosti / Auf der Suche nach Russland.
Eine Reihe zur Identitaetsdebatte [On Search of Russia: Publication Series for
Discussion on Identities], St. Petersburg: Intersocis, in Russian and in German.

•

Tsiulina, Anna (2008): Public Discourse on Labour Migration to Russia: A Potential
Threat to Russia’s Soft Security? Working Paper 60/2008, COMCAD - Center on
Migration, Citizenship and Development. Bielefeld.

•

Zimenkova, Tatjana & Hedtke, Reinhold (2008). The Talk-and-Action Approach to
Citizenship Education. An Outline of a Methodology of Critical Studies in
Citizenship Education // Journal of Social Science Education. Vol. 9. No. 1. Pp. 535.

•

Zimenkova, Tatjana (2008). Citizenship through Faith and Feelings: Defining
Citizenship in Citizenship Education. An Exemplary Textbook Analysis // Journal of
Social Science Education. Vol. 9. No 1. Pp. 81-111.

•

Yaroshenko, Svetlana (ed.) (2009) Perceptions of Russian Feminism by Students
of Russian and European Universities, St. Petersburg: Intersocis.

CGES Working Papers to be published on the CGES web page
(approved by Scientific Board):
•

Erato Möller, Julia. Depolitization in Citizenship Education (Publication of the BA
Thesis), CGES Working Paper, 2008-01.
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•

Zimenkova, Tatjana (2008) Exemplary Analysis with Usage of Sequential Method.
Methodological Example on the Citizenship Education Materials (as supporting
materials for the “Workshop Understanding besides the Cultural Borders); CGES
Working Paper, 2008-02.

•

Klimkova, Maya (2008) German Cultural Policy: Sphere of Integration and
Intercultural Work (Publication of the MA Thesis), CGES Working Paper, 2008-03.

•

Savikovkaya, Yulia (2008) Migration from Post-Soviet Russia to Germany and the UK:
Immigration and Integration Patterns on the Pages of Russian-Language Press in
London and Berlin (Publication of the MA Thesis), CGES Working Paper, 2008-04.

•

Peters, Rob (2008) Contemporary Migration from the Polish to the UK Labor Market:
The Effect on Wages and Employment (Publication of the MA Thesis), CGES Working
Paper, 2008-05.

•

Sementina, Irina (2008) Challenges of Human Resource Formation Facing German
Companies in Russia: Cultural Aspect (Publication of the MA Thesis), CGES Working
Paper, 2008-06.

•

Tsiulina, Anna (2008) Labour Migration to Russia: A potential Threat to Russia’s Soft
Security? (Publication of the MA Thesis), CGES Working Paper, 2008-07.
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