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Introduction:
CGES Mission
The report on our activities and opportunities in 2012 is based on the general
mission and goals of the Centre for
German and European Studies (CGES)
at St. Petersburg State University and
Bielefeld University.

When the ‘St. Petersburg Dialogue’ between the Russian
and the German governments and civil societies recommended a centre for German and European studies to be
established in Russia, the German Academic Exchange
Service (DAAD), Bielefeld University (BU), and the State
University of St. Petersburg (SPbSU) took the initiative. In
2001, they started their joint endeavours for setting up the
CGES with an emphasis on social sciences as one of the 13
similar institutions worldwide, which at the time were being
funded by the German Foreign Office. The CGES in
St. Petersburg was officially established by a contract signed
between the three initiators in 2003 and renewed in December 2009. Based on the positive results of the international
evaluation commission conducting an interim evaluation in
2011, further funding for the CGES was granted and the
contract was extended until the end of 2013.

•

Cooperation in the field of education, development of joint
teaching programmes, support
for graduate and postgraduate
students and graduate scholars;

•

At the core of our educational activities is the MA Programme ‘Studies in European Societies’, which is taught in
English at the Faculty of Sociology of St. Petersburg State
University. Further important teaching and education activities include the support for bidirectional student, lecturer and
researcher exchange and German language teaching.

Cooperation and support for
academic exchange on all levels (under- and postgraduate
students, PhD students, junior
and experienced scholars);

•

Cooperation in research, development of contacts between the
academic communities in Russia, Germany and Europe;

•

Support of the scientific dialogue through conferences and
workshops with special emphasis on graduate researchers;

•

Information and outreach activities through public lectures and
events, publications and the library of the CGES.

In its research activities, the CGES concentrates on the
interdisciplinary study of different aspects and developments
in contemporary European societies. All research projects
are connected with our mission to train, educate and support
young scholars.
In addition to the general focus on supporting young social
scientists, the CGES also targets PhD students and provides
methodological and academic support for PhD researchers
who work on topics that are related to German and European studies.

CGES’ central goals:
education, exchange,
research, scientific
dialogue and outreach.
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Introduction
The CGES supports the scientific dialogue between the Russian and European academic communities through regular,
large-scale, international conferences, summer and winter
schools for MA and PhD students, methodological workshops, research workshops, public lectures and various other
events.
Consultation, academic publications as well as publications
for the broader civil society, the centre’s library and the resources and information management also contribute to the
development of German and European studies in Russia.
In 2012, the activities of the CGES in the fields mentioned
above attracted many students and scholars and proved to
be successful in terms of both academic quality and societal
outreach.
Therefore, we are proud and pleased to present this report
and to provide detailed insight into our work in teaching, exchange and research.

St. Petersburg and Bielefeld, March 2013
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Prof. Dr. Nikolay Skvortsov
(Russian Director)

Prof. Dr. Andreas Vasilache
(German Director)
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MA Programme „Studies in European Societies
Education and teaching activities of the CGES in 2012 were
centred on carrying out and
further developing the MA Programme “Studies in European
Societies” (MA SES) taught at
the St. Petersburg State University (SPbSU) Faculty of
Sociology. Colleagues from
Bielefeld University (BU) were
closely involved, supported by
further universities in Germany
and Europe. The programme
was developed with support
from the CGES and has been
running
successfully
since
2004.

Students in the MA SES Programme
In 2012, 18 students successfully passed their final exams
and defended their theses, analysing a broad and diverse
range of topics in German and
European Studies, supervised
by professors from SPbSU and
BU. An examination committee
selected the best five MA
theses for publication in the
CGES Working Paper Series.
Competition for the ten ‘budget’
or free places was high, with 44
applicants seeking admission.
The 18 full-time and
nine
international
exchange students in
the end of 2012 made
up the largest MA
programme at the
Faculty of Sociology,
comprising
about
20%
of
master’s
degree
students

The first-year MA SES students
and four winners of the students’ presentations competition spent a three-week winter
school in the German cities
Berlin and Bielefeld from January 13 to February 3 as part of
the programme’s curriculum.
Included were two weeks of
German language courses and
study visits to various political,
cultural and social institutions.
In Bielefeld, the students visited
the German workers' welfare
association
Arbeiterwohlfahrt
AWO, the welfare foundation
Bodelschwinghsche Anstalten

enrolled. Every year, eight to
ten students from BU and other
German universities take part in
the MA programme within student exchange programmes
under the Bologna Agreement.
Most of the students are from
St. Petersburg, while about one
third come from other Russian
cities, among them Novosibirsk,
Ivanovo, Arkhangelsk – where
some second-year students are
from – and Chelyabinsk, Petrozavodsk and Pskov – the
homes of some of the first-year
students. All the first-year students had gained their first
higher education degrees in the
field of humanities and social
science subjects such as sociology, linguistics, management,
philosophy, international relations, political science, journalism and PR.

Winter School for MA SES Students
Bethel, the local group of the
political party Alliance '90/The
Greens, the Chamber of Commerce and Industry and the
local office of the Confederation
of German Trade Unions. The
programme in Berlin started
with a guided city tour and a
visit to the Berlin Wall Memorial. Then followed the
Chancellery,
the
German
Bundestag and Bundesrat, the
German Ministry for Foreign
Affairs, the Federal Ministry of
Labour and Social Affairs, the

Federal Ministry of Justice, the
Ministry of Education and Research, the Delegation of Saxony-Anhalt, the Information
Office of the European Parliament,
the
radio
station
Deutsche Welle, and the foundations
Konrad-AdenauerStiftung and Friedrich-EbertStiftung. During winter school
the students significantly improve their German language
skills and knowledge about
German politics, history, economy, culture and social life.
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MA SES Student Internships
Together with the centre’s alumni work, student
internships serve to unite both academic and professional orientation. They form an integral, compulsory part of the professional training in the MA
SES programme. With such experiences outside
university, students have the opportunity to reflect
on and practically apply the theoretical knowledge
gained during their seminars and to acquire sources and resources for their master theses.
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Up to ten students per year are financially supported to complete an internship abroad. In 2012,
students spent internships in research institutes,
NGOs, local administrations, political parties and
other organisations in Russia, Germany, Belgium,
and Lithuania.

Courses in German Language and Student Exchange
Courses in German Language
The Faculty of Sociology of St. Petersburg State
University traditionally offers sociology courses in
German language. DAAD sociology lecturer Dr.
Denis Gruber coordinates and teaches these
courses. In 2012, he held two seminars as elective courses per semester on topics such as life
and culture in Russia and Germany and also on
basic scientific concepts of sociology. The 2012
seminars were received very well, participation
remaining constantly high.
In preparation for the German Week in St. Petersburg in April 2012, Dr. Gruber offered an additional seminar on ‘Studying and Learning Abroad.’
Students attending this seminar prepared a presentation on their experiences of studying and living in Germany. They talked about studying at
different German universities, reflected upon living
conditions for foreign students in Germany and
everyday life and they discussed possibilities for
combining working and studying. Elena Razumovskaya from the CGES supported this seminar
and the final presentation at the German Week.
In continuation of its 2010 and 2011 activities in
German language training, the Russian-German
Centre offered an official advanced training programme entitled ‘The Practice of Professional
Communication in the Sphere of Social Sciences’
in German. University students from different faculties and specialists already holding a degree can
enrol in this course. In 2012, 27 students graduated from this programme.

Student Exchange
Special cooperation agreements allow up to nine
students from the Faculty of Sociology of St.
Petersburg State University to spend one semester at the universities of Bielefeld (six students) and Magdeburg (three students) each year.
Financing is provided from the CGES and scholarships from the Rector of Bielefeld University.
From the German side, six students from Bielefeld
and three from Magdeburg University completed a
semester at the Faculty of Sociology at SPbSU.
These German exchange students are holders of
GoEast scholarships or equivalent scholarships
from the CGES or other institutions.
Both Russian and German students participate in
study programmes at the respective guest university and are invited to attend language courses.
Feedback from the participants about the exchange programme of the CGES and the semester spent abroad is generally very positive.
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CGES Research Activities
CGES Research Principles:
•

Research aims at producing excellent scholarly publications, while giving particular attention to disseminating its results and providing an attractive and open
environment for innovative research.

•

Research with follow-up potential. CGES supports
pilot projects, which correspond to the research mission and areas outlined and which could be extended
to large-scale future projects, in particular through external funding.

•

Research Mobility. Besides and within its collaborative research projects, CGES supports individual research mobility for field studies, conference participation, library and archive work, which results in publications or follow-up activities.

•

•

Networking. CGES supports academic networking
necessary for research in the form of academic activities such as conferences, workshops and training
seminars with the participation of social scientists
from Germany, Russia and Europe.
Educational Impact. CGES research focuses in particular on scholars from the academic successor generation, PhD students and academically oriented MA
students, bringing together academic training and research activities. Supervision and mentoring are central tasks of CGES academic staff.

•

The follow-up-orientation refers to the implication to
the thematic continuity of all academic activities including research, workshops and conferences, and
graduate and postgraduate training.

•

Outreach and practical application of CGES research
results is based on the general orientation towards issues of public importance and, where applicable, policy relevance.

Research Areas 2012:
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•

Civil Society, Networks and Participation in Europe

•

European Sub-National Regionalism: Regional and
Local Communities, Identities and Public Spaces

•

Europe in World Society

The overall focus of the CGES research
activities is on German and European
Studies. In its research activities, the
CGES intends to bring together Russian,
German and European scholars and to
promote innovative comparative analysis
of European societies. In particular,
CGES research seeks to provide new
perspectives on the interdisciplinary international field of European Studies, to
promote academic networking, to concentrate on the combination of research and
education (both within the MA SES and
PhD education) and to integrate follow-up
as well as public implementation activities
into its research.
In 2012, the CGES research activities
were pursued in three research areas and
according to the principles as outlined on
the left.

Research Area ‘Civil
Society, Networks and
Participation in Europe’
Civil society development and different
kinds of public participation and civic engagement in Europe and Russia are at the
core of this research area, which is highly
relevant in contemporary Russian society
since relations between the state and citizens are in constant flux and not free from
tensions. An important issue is the comparison of Russia, Germany and Europe.
All topics in this area are oriented towards
possible interdependencies between democracy development, global political
processes, conceptions of citizenship and
participation in Europe.
The new emphasis on network research,
understood as a kind of non-hierarchical
social relationship between citizens, interest groups and other organisations, including state and local authorities, is a

Research Area ‘Civil Society, Networks and Participation in Europe’
new research priority within CGES research
areas. This thematic field was developed in 2012
due to the intensive interest of scholars and an
international conference in St. Petersburg, which
was organised with the support of the CGES.

•

Measurement of the Sustainability Index of St.
Petersburg NGOs in 2011;

•

European Context of the Citizenship and Participation Construction and Teaching: Citizenship, Participation, Diversity and European
Identity as Teaching Categories and Conceptions of Educational Policy;

•

Follow-up of the project “Participation as Conception of Citizenship Education: European
and National Contests”;

•

Intellectual Communication Network
Source of Innovation in Europe;

•

Cognitive Regimes and Policy Networks in the
European Union;

Research activities within this research area are
organised in various research projects such as:

•

Political Network Organization in Germany:
Case Study of “Left Forum Paderborn”;

•

•

Environmental Journalism in Europe and Russia.

The interest in civil society-related topics increased in 2012 with the social protest movements in Russia and contradictory legislation on
NGOs adopted later in response to these protests.
Public and academic discussions on these topics
were especially popular in 2012, and CGES’ academic contributions and expertise in the field of
civil society was important, in particular because
of the inclusion of the European and comparative
perspectives into the Russian discussions.

Models of Social Policy and New Forms of
Solidarity in Russia and Europe;

as

a

Research Area ‘Sub-National Regionalism: Regional and
Local Communities, Identities and Public Spaces’
therefore play an important role in EU-Russian
border cooperation. As a result, different dimensions of sub-national regionalism are being studied within the framework of this research area.
Different interdisciplinary approaches were united
under the roof of this research area.
Research activities in this area include different
individual research projects:

This area is oriented towards the study of development of sub-national regions and cities in Europe and Russia and cross-border cooperation
between those regions. It adds a new level of analysis and perspective to examining international
relations between states and high-level politics
and widens the state-centric view, which is predominant in Russia. The sub-national level of cooperation and regional development is a relevant
topic for study. In St. Petersburg, it is even more
important because of the surrounding regions of
the Russian North-West, which border the EU and

•

Building of Political Community or Communities
in the Russian North-West: Between the Federal Centre and Cross-Border Cooperation;

•

Media as an Identity Resource for German
Speaking Minorities in Belgium and Poland;

•

Public Space Concepts in Europe and Russia;

•

Contested Urban Spaces: Cases of Russia and
Europe in Comparative View;

•

Creative Industries and Public Spaces in Europe and Russia;

•

European Cities in Times of Globalisation:
Dealing with Cultural and Historical Heritage.
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Research Area ‘Europe in World Society’
This research area centres on the external relations of the European Union and its role in the
world. While being interested in Europe’s international and interregional policies, for instance in
relation to CIS states, Central and East Asia, the
work within this research area also includes a
broader perspective on the inter- and transnational dimension of regionalism in comparative
terms. This research area aims at analysing Europe’s role, potential and obstructing factors towards its becoming a coherent international actor,
and in doing so looks at intra-European as well as
national structures and dynamics on the political
and societal level, at European relations towards
other regional entities and Europe’s incentives for
regional integration in other parts of the world.

•

Patterns of Regional and Interregional Cooperation: Central Asia, its Neighbouring Countries,
and Europe;

•

The Systems of Status’ Symbolic in the Academic World: Comparative European Analysis
and Assessment;

•

International Organisations in Development
and Global Inequality: the Influence on Eastern
European States.

Research activities within this area are organised
in presentations, publications and outreach activities as well as two research projects, as listed:

Further Research Development
In the future, the CGES will maintain and further
advance its research focus on German and European societies. By designing and conducting research in the future, CGES will follow the general
organisational principles already mentioned, as
well as strengthen the following principles:
Integration of CGES research into partner universities and third-party funding: The CGES will further engage in research applications put together
by the universities of St. Petersburg and Bielefeld.
The CGES collaborates with many different faculties, departments and institutes within both partner
universities.
An interdisciplinary approach: Although CGES has
a strong sociological dimension, it also develops
the integration of other disciplines into its research. As a result, the subjects of political science, cultural studies, anthropology, international
relations, social linguistics, history, and even architectural studies became more involved in the
research areas in the past years. This development as well as the development in all CGES activity areas, is reflected at an institutional level by
the close cooperation between the institutions and
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faculties both from within the two partner universities and other Russian, German and international
universities.
Implications for policy and society: The CGES will
strengthen outreach of policy-oriented knowledge
on Germany and Europe to the broader academic
and non-academic public in Russia. The expertise
on Europe produced as a result of CGES research
and events is useful for the relevant NGOs, thinktanks, regional and local authorities in Russia. The
CGES invites politicians and practitioners from
both governmental and non-governmental sectors
to take part in its public events and provides them
with the opportunity for their own presentations
during academic events. Thus, a special day for
the practitioners’ round tables is an obligatory
element of the big conference organised by the
CGES in cooperation with the European University at St. Petersburg. In 2012, it was again held
during the conference on “Migration and Integration in Europe and Russia”. Outreach as result of
public discussions and media coverage has become one of the features of this work.

CGES Graduate Programme
In its activities, CGES continuously interconnects starting and senior researchers, providing both groups
with possibilities of scientific exchange and at the same time reacting on the specific needs of both groups.
The education of PhD scholars and enforcement of the interdisciplinary and international networking
among this group is part of the permanent agenda of CGES work. The CGES attracts PhD students from
social sciences and humanities who specialise in studies of European societies. The CGES offers many
activities and services to PhD scholars, for instance presentation of their research results during academic
conferences on an equal basis with senior scholars, scholarships for research trips and field research,
discussion of their research projects with their fellow students and mentors from St. Petersburg and Bielefeld, participation in summer and winter schools in Russia, Germany and other European countries.
The CGES bases its PhD activities on the following pillars:
•

Methodological seminars and trainings;

•

Summer schools and conferences for PhD scholars;

•

Inclusion of presentations from PhD researchers in the major international conferences;

•

Publications (in particular as CGES Working Papers).

As in the previous years, methodological seminars and the Strelna Summer School included a competition
for a research scholarship abroad and the lecturers were asked to select the best presenter. In 2012, five
PhD students were granted a short-term scholarship (up to one-month) for a stay in Germany or in another
European country.
Altogether, 99 PhD students participated in methodological workshops in St. Petersburg in 2012. Together
with the summer schools and PhD conference, a total number of about 140 PhD students from Russia,
Germany and also from the USA and from other countries benefited from the methodological support of
the CGES.
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Scientific Dialogue: CGES Events
As an essence of its long-term work, CGES concentrates on the development and intensification of the
scientific dialogue between Russian, German and other European researchers, students, young and
senior renowned scholars. CGES workshops, conferences, public lectures, schools and other public scientific events are thus an essential part of the activities of the centre.
The CGES public lecture series emphasises on current
political, social, economic, and societal problems and
challenges in Germany and wider Europe. With this series of
public lectures, the CGES aims at both bringing current
research into the multidisciplinary academic discussion and
breaking down current research questions and results for a
wider audience, including students, postdoctoral fellows, and
interested members of the public. This initiative gives German
scholars the opportunity to present their research to and
discuss it with Russian colleagues, while it gives the Russian
audience an insight into current academic work being
undertaken in Germany in the social sciences.

Public Lectures
Time:
year-round series
Place:
St. Petersburg,
various faculties at St. Petersburg
State University
Participants:
lecturers, researchers and PhD students in St. Petersburg

The lectures of 2012 took place at the Faculty of Sociology, the Faculty of Liberal Arts and Sciences and
the Faculty of Political Sciences. Another two public lectures were held outside the university, in locations
where many people from different universities and a wider audience from St. Petersburg could be invited
to and involved. This strategy succeeded in reaching even more participants than expected.
In 2012, the Public Lecture series at St. Petersburg State University continued with the following events:
•

Dr. Ulrike Schulz (FernUniversität Hagen): “Voices and Choices: Changes in the Judiciary DecisionMaking through Feminization”;

•

Prof. Dr. Claus Leggewie (Kulturwissenschaftliches Institut Essen): „Klimawandel ist Kulturwandel. Was
die Energiewende für Europa bedeuten kann";

•

Prof. Lothar Brock (Goethe-University, Frankfurt am Main): “Democratic Peace and the Wars of Democracies – A Contradiction?”;

•

Dr. Angelos Giannakopoulos (University of Konstanz), Prof. Dr. Ralf Rogowski (University of Warwick,
UK, University of Konstanz), Prof. Dr. Dirk Tänzler (University of Konstanz): “Corruption and AntiCorruption in the EU: Research Evidence on Perceptions of Corruption and New Trends in the Corruption Fight”;

•

Prof. Natalia Malakhovskaya (University of
Salzburg, Austria): “Russian Feminism: Search of
the Roots and Influence of the European Feminist
Thought”;

•

Dr. Guy Harpaz (Hebrew University of Jerusalem,
President of the Israeli Association for European
Integration): “The EU – Trade, Politics and Law:
An Outsiders Perspective from Israel”.
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Film Presentation and Discussion ‘Women’s Emancipatory Projects in the Former Soviet Union Today’
Time: February 8, 2012
Place: St. Petersburg, Porjadok Slov
Book Store
Participants: Kirill Adibekov (Moscow),
Olga Jitlina (St. Petersburg), authors of
the film, Dr. Elena Belokurova (CGES),
Dr. Svetlana Yaroshenko (St. Petersburg State University), Tatjana Barandova (Higher School of Sociology),
broader public

Methodological Workshops
‘What is Objective Hermeneutics? Patterns of Sociolinguistic Understandings
and Interpretations’
Time and Place: February 24–25, 2012
at St. Petersburg, CGES; March 16–17
at Samara State University
Trainer: Dr. Tatjana Zimenkova.
Participants: young and senior researchers, lecturers and PhD students

CGES Methodological
Seminar Series ‘Comparative Methodologies,
Operationalization and
Specifics of European
Studies Research’
Time: March 3, 2012
Place: St. Petersburg, CGES
Moderators: Dr. Elena Belokurova, Dr.
Tatjana Zimenkova and Dr. des. Levke
Harders
Participants: PhD students from St.
Petersburg

The event was organised for a broader public in order to
discuss different aspects of women’s emancipation in comparative perspective. First, the film '”Montage on the Basis of
Dziga Vertov‘s “Three Songs about Lenin''’ was presented
by its authors Kirill Adibekov and Olga Jitlina. The film highlights the principles of early soviet director's ideological montage. The film screening was followed by a very interesting
and
lively
discussion
about women’s
emancipation
in
different
historical and
national
contexts.

Methodological
workshops are part of the CGES activities for young scholars, bringing specific German expertise in qualitative methods of sociological research, in this case the method of objective hermeneutics, to Russia. Developed by the German
scholar and former Bielefeld Luhmann-visiting Professor
Ulrich Oeverman, and very popular among qualitative researchers in social sciences in Germany, the method of objective hermeneutics was also very interesting to the Russian scholars. Functioning on the cutting edge of sociology,
social sciences and (social) linguistics, the method is relevant for a broad group of researchers. This was mirrored in
the interdisciplinary group of participants, including linguists,
journalists, sociologists and social anthropologists from St.
Petersburg, the St. Petersburg region and Samara.
In 2012, CGES continued its annual methodological seminars for PhD students started in 2008, and much in demand
since then. The workshop addresses young Russion scholars dealing with comparative research projects on Germany
and Europe. It offers them the opportunity to discuss their
research design in English with international experts.
By presenting their topics in the methodological workshop,
the participants benefited from the presence of a multidisciplinary group of moderators: Dr. Elena Belokurova from political science, Dr. Tatjana Zimenkova from sociology and Dr.
des. Levke Harders from history, representing Bielefeld
Graduate School in History and Sociology. The discussion
was further enriched by peer dynamics with an intensive
exchange taking place among the participants. On the basis
of the methodological workshop, two short-term scholarships
were selected for a research stay grant in Europe.
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Dr. Denis Gruber conducted a methodological workshop in
the CGES St. Petersburg, during which he introduced
MAXqda, a software tool used to analyse qualitative interviews. The students were given an overview about what
coding means and how collected data can be coded and
used for further steps of analysis. The workshop consisted of
a mixture of demonstrations and guided exercises, which
were centred on the practical knowledge required for using
MAXqda in the analysis of qualitative data. The aim was to
help participants become familiar with the basic functions of
the programme, from creating and managing a code system
to coding documents to retrieving coded segments.

In 2012, the CGES organised two major events on the topic
of migration, which were very interesting and in demand
among social scientists both in Russia and Europe. The first
event was an international workshop in Bielefeld, which
brought together sociologists, social anthropologists, political
scientists, historians and economists, who focus on the
complex interconnection between patterns of migration and
social inequality from a multidisciplinary perspective.
About 30 scholars from ten different countries discussed
results from current empirical research, addressing such
topics as Inequality and Mobility; Transnational Labour Markets in Enlarged Europe; Transnational Fields of Care; Migration and Transformation of Welfare; Transnational Circulation of Talents.
The scholars discussed current research and new approaches as well as sets of theoretical and analytical tools to
grasp novel patterns of migration in a changing world. A joint
publication is planned as result of the workshop.
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Methodological Workshop
‘From Hand-Coded Material to the Use of Computers in Analyzing Qualitative Data: The Software
MAXqda – An Introduction’
Time: March 31, 2012
Place: St. Petersburg, CGES
Moderators: Dr. Denis Gruber
Participants: young and senior researchers, lecturers and PhD students
in St. Petersburg

International Workshop
‘Changing Patterns
of Migration – Changing
Patterns of Social
Inequalities? Borders and
Boundaries in the Enlarged
Europe’
Time:
April 12–13, 2012
Place:
Bielefeld University, Germany
Organizers:
Dr. Anna Amelina,
Prof. Dr. Andreas Vasilache,
Dr. Tatjana Zimenkova
Participants:
scholars from different countries

Training of Debating Skills
Time:
April 13–14, 2012
Place:
St. Petersburg, CGES
Moderator:
Milan Vignjević
Participants:
MA SES students, young and senior
researchers, lecturers and PhD students in St. Petersburg

German Week
in St. Petersburg
‘A Typical German Seminar: Simulation of a Form
of University Teaching’
Time: April 17, 2012
Place: St. Petersburg, Café D
Moderator: Elena Razumovskaya,
Centre for German and European
Studies, St. Petersburg
Participants: Dr. Denis Gruber, DAAD
Lecturer SPbSU; students, lecturers,
broader public

German Week
in St. Petersburg
‘Only Welcome
is Not Enough!’
Time:
April 17, 2012
Place:
St. Petersburg, Café D
Moderators:
Elena Razumovskaya, CGES St.
Petersburg,
Natalia Kudryavzeva, German-Russian
Exchange, St. Petersburg
Participants:
see description of event

Demand for understanding and training of basic academic
skills in English language among scholars is high, especially
in terms of debating skills on academic topics in different
settings such as conferences, workshops or big symposia.
This was the reason for organising the workshop and inviting
Milan Vignjević, an experienced trainer of the European Debating Council for Central and Eastern Europe, as a moderator. The first day of the workshop was open only to students
of the MA SES programme. During the second day, students
and young scholars from different faculties of SPbSU and
other St. Petersburg institutions were also welcome.

“Café D” is a
platform at the
Goethe
Institute
in
St.
Petersburg,
organised specifically for the
German Week.
Together with
the CGES staff members, students who had been to Germany for the winter term 2011–2012 simulated a typical
seminar at a German university. In this way, they shared
their German experience with a Russian audience. Three
presentations about everyday life, fashion and leisure time in
Germany drew attention to both, German-Russian similarities and differences. The presentations and the seminar
were then discussed in comparison with Russian ones.
CGES organised this event as part of the German Week
2012 in cooperation with the German-Russian Exchange
and with the support of the German Consulate General in St.
Petersburg. The goal was to highlight how foreign students,
volunteers and au-pairs experience the support from the
universities and institutions inviting them. The presentations
pointed out the complexity of the issue and the differences
between individual experiences, concluding that there is no
golden rule that applies to everyone. The discussion raised
much public interest, with a total of about 40 people of different age and status crowding into the room.
Among the participants were Dr. Denis Gruber, DAAD Lecturer, SPSU and CGES; Dr. Thomas Lüttenberg, Head of
International Office, Bielefeld University; Michael Bielecki,
EVS Coordinator, Essen; Vera Zagel, Head of Au-pairProgram, Hamburg; Christine Mueller, Head of Au-pairProgram, St. Petersburg; experts from different universities,
students, interested public and volunteers.
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Dr. Thomas Lüttenberg participated in several meetings with
alumni of different exchange programmes of BU, SPbSU
and other universities in St. Petersburg in the German
Week. The exchange programmes between the Faculty of
Sociology of SPbSU and of BU are successfully running
since 1994: more then 130 students from St. Petersburg
already benefited from this programme. At the alumni meeting, Dr. Lüttenberg gave a presentation on key areas in education, research and exchange at BU, including statistics on
admissions and graduations. The event also served for updating of the BU database created with contact information
for the alumni to foster their integration in the international
academic
community.

This year’s
PhD conference
took
place at BU
and
was
organised
and financed
by the cooperating partners CGES, the Bielefeld Graduate School in
History and Sociology, the University of Notre Dame and the
European University at St. Petersburg. For the third time, the
conference brought together 20 PhD students from Germany, Russia and USA. The main focus was on research
presentations by the participants, opening an interdisciplinary academic dialogue on the sociological and historical
study of German and Russian identity patterns and their
change. The discussions on PhD students’ papers were
combined with intense feedback by a multidisciplinary group
of senior researchers.
Moderated by Dr. Elena Belokurova of the CGES and Dr.
Svetlana Yaroshenko of the Faculty of Sociology at SPbSU,
this international research workshop was organised in the
context of the CGES research area on “Civil Society in Europe and Russia” and as follow-up of the CGES Conference
on “NGOs and Civil Society in Europe and Russia” held in
2010. The emphasis was on forms of solidarities within
NGOs and methods of public involvement in NGOs in Europe and Russia. The CGES scholars and researchers from
Moscow presented the results of their research. Afterwards,
a round table on NGO research and its role in St. Petersburg
was organised. The workshop was evaluated as very successful. More then 40 participants from different research
institutions and NGOs participated in the event.
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German Week in
St. Petersburg:
Bielefeld University
Alumni Meeting
Time: April 28, 2012
Place: St. Petersburg, CGES
Moderator: Dr. Elena Belokurova,
CGES St. Petersburg
Participants: Dr. Thomas Lüttenberg,
Head of the International Office, BU;
Alumni of Go West and other exchange
programmes between St. Petersburg
and Bielefeld

International
PhD Conference
‘Culture, Society and
Memory: The Challenges
of Historical and Sociological Research on Russia,
Germany and the US’
Time: May 12–14, 2012
Place: Bielefeld, Germany
Organisers: Dr. D. Wulff (BU), Dr. L.
Harders (BGHS), Dr. T. Zimenkova
(CGES), Prof. Dr. A. Vasilache
(CGES), Prof. Dr. S. Lyandres (UND)
Participants: PhD students from Bielefeld-BGHS, St. Petersburg/CGES,
UND/USA

International Research
Workshop ‘Civil Society
and New Solidarities:
Research Results and Agenda for Future Studies in
Europe and Russia”
Time: June 13, 2012
Place: St. Petersburg, Hall of the
Centre for NGO Development
Participants: Prof. Dr. A. Zimmer, University of Muenster, Germany, scholars
from Moscow and St. Petersburg

International Conference
‘Networks in the Global
World: Structural Transformations in Europe, the
US and Russia’
Time: June 22–24, 2012
Place: SPbSU
Organising and funding partners:
CGES, Inter-University Centre for Science and Education Programmes in
Social Communication, St. Petersburg
StatJunior Sociologists, Network of
International Sociological University,
Russian Political Science Association
Participants: leading network researchers and international scholars

International Forum
‘NGOs in Support of the
World Heritage’
Time: June 22–24, 2012
Place: St. Petersburg
Organising and funding partners:
CGES St. Petersburg; RussianGerman Office for Ecological Information, St. Petersburg; Green Wave, St.
Petersburg; ECOM, St. Petersburg;
VOOPIK, St. Petersburg, Greenpeace,
St. Petersburg / Moscow
Participants: representatives of the
UNESCO World Heritage Center,
international experts and representatives of international, national and local
NGOs and other civil organizations

This conference aimed at uniting the efforts of various scientific perspectives of network research and at responding to
the challenges conditioned by structural transformations in
the US, Russia and Europe, catalysed by the growing importance of networks in the present world. 148 researchers
from 18 countries took part in the sessions, panels and discussions. Leading network researchers gave their presentations at the plenary sessions, including M. Everett (University of Manchester, UK), J. Sydow (Free University of Berlin,
Germany), D. Knoke (University of Minnesota, US), and
K.M. Carley (Carnegie Mellon University, US). Selected papers by conference participants were published in a special
thematic
issue of the
Journal
of
Sociology
and
Social
Anthropology
in
English
and Russian.

In continuation of its interest in the issues of urban development and historical heritage protection in the cities, the
CGES St. Petersburg participated in organising the International Forum “NGOs in Support of the World Heritage
Properties” together with numerous institutions in St.
Petersburg, prior to the 36th annual Session of the
UNESCO World Heritage Committee, which also took
place in the city on June 24–July 7, 2012. The forum’s
objective was to attract the attention of the global community to numerous problems related to the protection of
World Heritage properties, to initiate a dialogue between
civil organisations and the World Heritage Committee and
to exchange experience of successfully solving the heritage properties’ conservation problems. More than 150
participants from 22 countries took part in the Forum. Organisations as the UNESCO World Heritage Committee
and World Heritage Centre, international expert organisations, think-tanks, universities, international, national and
regional NGOs and other civil organizations were represented. The forum had not only academic, but also some
practice- and policy-consulting impact: resolutions concerning civic participation in cultural and natural heritage
protection were discussed and presented to the World
Heritage Committee. As a result of the forum, World Heritage Watch, a global network of NGOs and civic initiatives
involved in world heritage protection, was initiated.
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The Strelna Summer School gives young scholars an opportunity to present and discuss their research in front of a
group of international scholars. It offers intensive training in
methodological and theoretical aspects of European Studies.
Professors and lecturers from Russia and Germany provide
insights into the methodological problems and the state of
European studies from an interdisciplinary perspective. Beside traditional topics of lectures connected with the state of
art in the European studies, special lectures were delivered
on regionalisation and environmental policy in the EU in
2012. The fourth annual “Meeting on the Neva”, a lively,
open panel discussion during a canal cruise in St. Petersburg, was dedicated to “Dimensions of the German-Russian
Relationships: Economy, Culture, Education, Soft Power”
with the participation of experts from the German Consulate
General and the DAAD office in St. Petersburg.

The second German-Russian Summer School was organised together with the ASKO Foundation and the European
Academy Otzenhausen. The target group were Russian BA
students from St. Petersburg State University and German
students from the Universities of Bielefeld, Koblenz-Landau
and Wuerzburg. The goal of the summer school was to give
the participants a better understanding of the European and
Russian politics in an international atmosphere and the opportunity for mutually learning from each other. Aside the
lectures and seminars in the European Academy Otzenhausen, the participants visited the European Parliament
and the Council of Europe in Strasburg as well as the European Central Bank in Frankfurt am Main. Since both the
students and organising partners evaluated the second
school as very successful, the third German-Russian Summer School in Otzenhausen is planned for July 2013. The
cooperation between the CGES and European Academy
Otzenhausen also led to the idea of a new exchange, so that
the German students are scheduled to visit St. Petersburg
for a study week on Russian politics and society in 2013.
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Sixth Summer School in
Strelna “European Union
Studies: Methodological
Opportunities and Limits”
Time: June 27–July 1, 2012
Place: St. Petersburg, Strelna
Organising and funding partners:
CGES, Friedrich-Ebert-Foundation
Russia, Centre for European Studies –
EU Centre of the European University
at St. Petersburg
Participants: PhD students, professors
and lecturers from Europe and Russia

German-Russian Summer
School ‘Encounter Europe
and Russia: An Introduction to the Cultural, Political
and Security Issues Shaping the EU and Its Relations to Russia’
Time: July 22–August 1, 2012
Place: Otzenhausen, Germany
Organising and funding partners:
CGES, ASKO Foundation, European
Academy Otzenhausen, Bundeszentrale für politische Bildung, Stiftung
Deutsch-Russischer Jugendaustausch
Moderators:
Dr. Elena Belokurova, CGES, Hans
Beitz, Dr. Elisabeth Schmidt, European
Academy Otzenhausen
Participants:
BA students from Germany and Russia
(BU, SPbSU and other universities)

Seminar
‘Media and Politics. Who
Influences Whom? The Relationship between the
Media, Public Opinion and
Foreign Policy’
Time: September 29–30, 2012
Place: St. Petersburg, CGES
Participants: MA and PhD students
from political sciences, international
relations, sociology, communication
science and journalism

Exhibition and
Theatre Performance on
Urban Development in
St. Petersburg and Berlin
“100 Beautiful Deads”
Time:
October 4–16, 2012
Place:
St. Petersburg, Tkachi Art Space
Participants:
sociologists, artists from Germany and
Russia, broader public

Moderated by Kerstin Schulz from the Berlin Graduate
School for Transnational Studies at the Freie Universität
Berlin, this seminar took place at the CGES in cooperation
with the Centre for European Studies – EU Centre of the
European University at St. Petersburg. The idea of this
workshop came to Kerstin Schulz, an intern at the European
University at St. Petersburg, as a way to discuss her research interests with Russian and international students as
well as to share her methodological questions and solutions
with other PhD students working on similar topics or facing
similar methodological problems. As a result, nine Russian
and international students from diverse disciplines were
introduced to prominent concepts and theories dealing with
press-state relations from an interdisciplinary perspective.

Social empirical research on urban development in St.
Petersburg and Berlin led to an exhibition and a theatre
performance, which were supported within the CGES
research area “Sub-National Regionalism: Regional and
Local Communities, Identities and Public Spaces”. Social
scientists and artists from Russia and Germany cooperated in creating this science art project to broadcast the
results of social research. The project was selected for
the German Year in Russia and supported by the Goethe
Institute St. Petersburg. The exhibition included many
elements. The focal point were 100 pictures of destroyed
St. Petersburg houses and their reflection in the Berlin
urban space and other installations. The theatre performance was prepared and conducted alongside the exhibition by the theatre group Oper Dynamo West from Berlin,
Russian actors and a singer from
St. Petersburg. The public discussion “Artistic Reflection of
Data on the City Space Transformation” was another important
moment of the project. Both, exhibition and performance lasted
for 11 days and were very well
attended. About 700 people
visited the exhibition and about
200 attended the theatre performance.

19

After the successful celebration of the 20-year anniversary of the German re-unification, the CGES organised
another German-speaking party for students in 2012. A
competition among students from the Faculty of Sociology
was an essential part of the programme. A month before
the event, the 16 German federal states were distributed
among interested participants for oral presentations. Two
students shared the first place and won the opportunity to
participate in the winter school for MA SES students in
January 2013.
German music, room decorations, drinks and snacks provided a typical “German atmosphere”. The high level of
interest among the students and the success of the event
support the CGES in its intention to continue with such
events in the future.
This seminar for lecturers, teachers and disseminators from
Russia, Germany and other European countries was organised in cooperation with the ASKO Foundation and the
European Academy Otzenhausen in continuation of the joint
organisation of the summer schools for students.
16 applicants, members of six different faculties of St.
Petersburg State University and three other universities,
were selected for participation. Two lecturers from St.
Petersburg as well as a disseminator, who works with visiting students of the German-Russian Exchange, provided the
comparative basis for the group of university teachers. Apart
from the Russian university teachers, there were also teachers from Germany and Italy, who attended the seminar.
The motivation for offering this seminar was to give the participants a better understanding of European integration,
democracy and training in teaching methodology and didactics in an international environment. The participants also
visited the European Parliament and the Council of Europe.
The excursions contributed to the better
understanding of the EU institutional system.
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German Party on the Day
of the German ReUnification: Students’
Presentations on the
German Bundesländer
Time: October 5, 2012
Place: St. Petersburg, Ligovsky 87
Moderator: Dr. Denis Gruber
Participants: students of SPbSU

Seminar for Lecturers,
Teachers and Disseminators in Otzenhausen
‘Teaching Europe and
Democracy’
Time: October 7–13, 2012
Place: Otzenhausen, Germany
Organising and funding partners:
CGES, ASKO Foundation, European
Academy Otzenhausen, Centre International de Formation Européenne,
Landesinstitut für Pädagogik und
Medien Saarbrücken
Moderators: Dr. Elena Belokurova,
Hans Beitz, Dr. Elisabeth Schmidt
Participants: lecturers of SPbSU

Students’ Competition for
Presentations on Europe
Time:
November 14, 2012
Place:
St. Petersburg, CGES
Moderators:
Dr. Denis Gruber, Prof. Dr. Jürgen
Feldhoff, Dr. Elena Belokurova
Participants:
students from different faculties of
SPbSU

International Conference
‘Migration and Integration
in Europe and Russia:
New Challenges and Opportunities’
Time:
November 16–18, 2012
Place:
St. Petersburg, SPbSU
Organising and funding partners:
CGES, Bielefeld University, Centre for
European Studies – EU Centre of the
European University at St. Petersburg,
Centre for Independent Social Research in St. Petersburg
Participants:
international scholars and experts in
migration and integration studies

As before, the first round of the Student Competition for
Presentations on Europe (in English language) was organised at three faculties of St. Petersburg State University by
the faculties’ English teachers. The winners of the internal
faculty competitions were invited to participate in the final
conference, which forms the second round of the competition and which took place at the CGES in 2012.
Four students were invited to give presentations, which were
evaluated by the commission. The main prize for the first
place winner was the participation in the CGES winter
school for students of the MA Programme “Studies in European Societies” in January 2013.

This conference was one of the CGES’ major events in
2012. It was organised in close cooperation with the Centre
for European Studies – EU Centre of the European University at St. Petersburg and the Centre for Independent Social
Research.
The first day of the conference was dedicated to practiceoriented round tables, which took place at the European
University at St. Petersburg. For the second and third day,
St. Petersburg State University was the main venue, where
plenary sessions and panels were held to deepen the discussions, narrow down the problems and identify possible
solutions.
The goal of the conference was to reflect on the main challenges and opportunities that migratory systems are facing
in the contemporary world. A particular focus was on Russia,
Germany and European countries and on the on-going academic and public discussion in this field.
The conference gathered together around 75 speakers from
17 different countries and ten different Russian cities. The
public was also very interested in these issues, so that the
conference attracted a
constant flow of visitors,
who joined the events during these three days. In
total, about 110 people
participated.
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This interdisciplinary workshop in Bielefeld succeeded in
bringing together more than 20 doctoral, post-doctoral
and senior researchers from 13 countries, who work in a
variety of scientific fields. They were selected as a result
of an open call for papers.
The main highlight of the workshop was on contributions
of media and music that produce and spread local, regional and/or national identity in a comparison of European and Russian experiences. The scholars addressed
issues such as imaginary geographies and mythologizing
narratives that are widespread through media and music
and how they are embedded in national and transnational
cultural dynamics. A
selection of the best
contributions will be
published as a special
issue.

Interdisciplinary Workshop
‘National, Regional and
Local Identity/ies in Media
and Music: Evidence from
Europe and Russia’
Time: December 7–8, 2012
Place: Bielefeld, Germany
Organisers:
Verena Molitor and Dr. Chiara Pierobon, Bielefeld University
Funding partners:
CGES and Bielefeld Graduate
School in History and
Sociology, BU
Participants:
doctoral, post-doctoral and
senior researchers from
Germany, Europe and Russia

Essay Competitions for the Cogita.ru Website:
‘Civil Initiatives in European and Russian Cities’ and
‘Migration and Integration of Migrants in Europe and Russia’
Organising students’ competitions on topics related to the main CGES research activities has proved to be
an effective instrument for attracting broad interest among scholars. The cooperation with the Internet information platform Cogita.ru is particularly effective in terms of addressing a broad public. Together with
Cogita.ru, the CGES has been organising an annual essay competition on German and European topics
relevant to the Russian public sector since 2009.
Two essay competitions were organised in 2012. “Civil Initiatives in European and Russian Cities” went
into its fourth round and received 34 essays from scholars in ten different cities in Russia. The evaluation
board awarded four first prizes to the best essays, which were then published by Cogita.ru.
“Migration and Integration of Migrants in Europe and Russia” was organised for the fifth time and received
89 essays from all over Russia. Papers were also delivered from Ukraine, Armenia, Uzbekistan, Kasakhstan, Kirgizstan and Hungary. The evaluation board awarded five participants the first prize (200 euros and
publication on Cogita.ru), and nine participants the second prize (100 euros and publication on Cogita.ru).
Three participants were honoured with a certificate and publication on Cogita.ru.

22

CGES Publications
As an institution for research, education and networking, the CGES places particular emphasis on
publication activities in German and European
Studies relating to different activities of the CGES.
One such publication in 2012 was the fourth collected volume of articles by participants of the
CGES summer schools. The CGES research activities are oriented towards scholarly publications
(articles, books, collective volumes). Aiming at
fostering the scientific dialogue, papers presented
at conferences and lectures as well as selected
and reviewed Master’s theses are also published.

The latter are mainly published in the CGES Working Papers Series, which attract much attention.
This series presents work in progress of CGESrelated scholars to an international academic environment. Amongst others, the best MA theses
defended by graduates of the MA SES Programme were selected for publication, based on
recommendations of the respective examination
boards. One paper of a student from Bielefeld was
published due to the high quality of his research
and relevance of the topic. The following list includes all CGES Working Papers in 2012.

CGES Working Papers 2012


Olga Malkina, Representation of corporate social responsibility on the
websites of а multinational company (The case of European branches
of PricewaterhouseCoopers). WP 2012-1 // Bielefeld / St. Petersburg,
2012;



Olga Kokhanova, Europeanization of National Public Spheres:
Comparative analysis of the readers’ online debate on European
issues in German and Spanish newspapers. WP 2012-2 // Bielefeld /
St. Petersburg, 2012;



Natalia Nefedyeva, Factors of shaping discourses on European
Integration and Europeanization in Britain. WP 2012-3 // Bielefeld / St.
Petersburg, 2012;



Elena Rudneva, City Branding as an Instrument of Urban Strategic Development in Russia and Finland (cases: Vyborg, Russia and Lappeenranta, Finland). WP 2012-4 // Bielefeld / St. Petersburg,
2012;



Philipp Steltemeier, Das Wahlergebnis der Partei Bündnis 90/Die Grünen bei der Landtagswahl in
Baden Württemberg 2011. Ein theoretischer Erklärungsversuch mithilfe des Ann-Arbor-Ansatzes.
WP 2012-5 // Bielefeld / St. Petersburg, 2012;



Daria Klishevich, Development of Youth Voluntary Service Organizations in Russia and Germany.
WP 2012-6 // Bielefeld / St. Petersburg, 2012;



Anna Zhelnina, Public Space in Europe and Russia: ‘Europeanness’ and Re-Interpretation of Urban
Public Space. WP 2012-7 // Bielefeld / St. Petersburg, 2012;



Nikita Basov, Daniela Wühr, Intra-Organizational Communication Networks and Success in Innovation Projects: Comparing the Cases of German Mechanical Engineering Companies. WP 2012-8 //
Bielefeld / St. Petersburg, 2012;



Elena Tykanova, Contested Urban Spaces: Russia and Europe in Comparative Perspective. WP
2012-9 // Bielefeld / St. Petersburg, 2012.
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Book Publications from CGES Projects and CGES Members


Basov, Nikita / Nenko, Oleksandra (eds.): Understanding Knowledge Creation: Intellectuals in Academia, the Public Sphere and the Arts. Amsterdam/New York, NY: Rodpoi, 2012.



Belokurova, Elena (ed.): European Politics and Society: Studies of Young Scholars, vol. 4, St.
Petersburg: Svoe Publishing House, 2012;



Belokurova, Elena / Yarovoy, Gleb: European Union for Russian Regions: What Should and Can the
Regions Know about the European Union”, St. Petersburg: Norma, 2012;



Hedtke, Reinhold / Zimenkova, Tatjana (eds.) Education for Civic and Political Participation. A Critical Approach. Routledge research in Education Series, 2012;



Journal of Sociology and Social Anthropology. Thematic Issue “Networks in the Global World”. Ed.
By N. Basov, V. Minina and V. Vasilkova, Vol. XV, 5 (64), 2012;



Research Report “Ergebnisse der Umfrage unter gemeinnützligen Organisationen im Rahmen des
Projekts ‚NO-VISA‘“, Studienfassung von Daria Bobrovskaya, Felix Keitel, Veronika Gontscharov,
Maria Stahl, Maria Babkina, Svetlana Tichomirova, Benazir Arbatova, Anna Hochrjakova, 2012.

Selected Articles from CGES Projects and CGES Members


Basov, Nikita: Sozdaniye Znanija v Social’noj Interaczii (Knowledge Creation in Social Interaction),
in: Sociologicheskiy Zhurnal (Journal of Sociology), 1, 2012, pp. 67-90;



Basov, Nikita: Knowledge Creation: Structural Coupling in the Intellectual Networks, in: Besednjak,
Tamara/Valič, Dolores/Modic, Urša Lamut (eds.): Multifaceted nature of collaboration in contemporary world, London: Vega Press, 2012, pp. 207-234;



Basov Nikita / Vasilkova V.: University science in heterogeneous intellectual landscape, in: Proceedings of the Second Forum of International Sociological Association Social justice and democratization. Buenos Aires, 2012;



Belokurova Elena / Nozhenko, Maria: Regional Community-Building and Cross-Border Interaction,
in: Eskelinen H., Liikanen I., Scott J. (eds.): The EU-Russia Borderland: New Contexts for Regional
Cooperation, Routledge, 2013, pp. 31-43;



Belokurova, Elena / Nozhenko, Maria: Federal Reforms, Interregional Relations, and Political Integration in Northwest Russia, in: Eskelinen H., Liikanen I., Scott J. (eds.) The EU-Russia Borderland:
New Contexts for Regional Cooperation, Routledge, 2013, pp. 15-30;



Belokurova, Elena: Staroe i novoe v diskurse grazhdanskogo obshestva i kharaktere obshestvennykh dvizhenii [Old and New in the Civil Society Discourse and Social Movements Character], in:
Neprikosnovenny Zapas 4, 2012, 4, pp. 60-66;



Fröhlich, Monika: Politik und Partizipation bei deutschen und polnischen Jugendlichen, in: Aktuelle
Ostinformationen, 2012, Jahrgang 44, Heft 3/4 2012;



Koch, Martin: International Organizations in Development and Global Inequality: The example of the
World Bank’s pension policy. UNU-WIDER Working Paper 2012/103, 2012, pp. 1-28;



Koch, Martin: Weltorganisationen – der „andere Blick” auf internationale Organisationen. In: Koch,
Martin (ed.): Weltorganisationen. Von der Organisation der Welt zur Weltorganisation. Wiesbaden:
Verlag für Sozialwissenschaften, 2012, pp. 259-268;

24

Selected Articles from CGES Projects and CGES Members


Nenko, A./Penkova, A./Hayrapetyan, Z./Mestvishvili, M./Pasisnychenko, A./Solnyshkina, A.: Construction of Europeanness and Discourse on Europe in NEE Countries, in Sociology of New Eastern
Europe. Handbook. Aberdeen, Kyiv (in print);



Molitor, Verena: The German-Speaking Radio in Silesia (Poland)”; in: Oliveira, Madalena, Portela,
Pedro, Santos, Luis Antonio Santos (ed.): Radio Evolution, Braga, 2012, pp. 505-512;



Pierobon, Chiara: Rechtsrock: White Power Music in Germany, in: Anton Shekhovtsov, Paul Jackson (eds.) White Power Music: Scenes of Extreme Right Cultural Resistance, Islington: Searchlight
and RNM Publications, 2012, pp. 7-23;



Tykanova, Elena: Strategii i taktiki osparivanija gorodskogo prostranstva gruppami interesov (na
primere konfl iktov vokrug gorodskogo razvitija v Sankt-Peterburge) [Strategies and tactics of contesting for city spaces by groups of interest (The case of conflicts around the urban development in
St Petersburg)], in: St. Petersburg State University Review, Series 12. 2012;



Vasilache, Andreas. The Rise of Executive Sovereignty in the Era of Globalization, in: Telò, Mario
(ed.): State, Globalization and Multilateralism. The Challenges of Institutionalizing Regionalism.
United Nations University Series on Regionalism, Vol. 5. Dordrecht/New York u.a.: Springer, 2012,
pp. 137-157;



Vasilache, Andreas: Sicherheit, Entgrenzung und die Suspendierung des Privaten. Ein grenzanalytischer Versuch, in: Daase, Christopher et. al. (eds.): Sicherheitskultur. Soziale und politische Praktiken der Gefahrenabwehr. Frankfurt am Main/New York: Campus, 2012, pp. 133-155.
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Management Structure
Since its 2009 re-launch, the CGES works on the basis of a lean organisation structure, facilitating management and decision-making on the one hand and strengthening the St. Petersburg office on the other
hand, while being based on the intense exchange and cooperation between the two offices.

Coordinating Committee

Joint Leadership

The Coordinating Committee (CC) consists of one
representative of each partner, including the two
university rectors and one representative of the
DAAD. It meets once a year and takes all major
decisions regarding the basic structure of the
centre, its development and functioning. The Russian and the German Directors as well as the Scientific Manager of the CGES are represented in
the Coordinating Committee.

The two directors of the CGES hold the general
responsibility for the centre, for all fields of activity,
the centre’s academic development and for embedding the CGES within the two partner universities. Being in charge of the centre’s strategic networking activities within the respective academic
communities, they are also responsible for the
CGES’ academic involvement in Germany and
Western Europe as well as in Russia and Eastern
Europe. The Russian Director, Prof. Dr. Nikolay
Skvortsov, is professor at the Faculty of Sociology
and Vice-Rector for Research of SPbSU. These
positions provide the best institutional support for
the CGES. The German Director, Dr. Andreas
Vasilache, is Associate Professor for European
Studies at the Faculty of Sociology of BU, elected
member of the Faculty Conference and member
of the Institute for World Society Studies (IW).

Scientific Board
The CGES Scientific Board (SB) brings together
German and Russian members, who discuss and
evaluate the academic activities and development
of the CGES in order to ensure high professional
and academic quality of the work within the
centre. The SB has a consultative function and its
main purpose is to provide recommendations with
regard to the centre’s activities and publications,
as well as to major applications brought forward to
the CGES. The SB meets once a year to discuss
the yearly activity report and the centre’s scientific
activity plan.
The SB has six members: three from Russia and
three from Germany; two members of the board
are representatives of the broader civil society.
The Scientific Manager presented the Activity Report for 2011 and the Activity Plan for 2012 during
the last meeting. The SB discussed both the report and the plans, and provided advice and recommendations. In particular, the board recommended reconsidering the research areas of the
CGES. Some of them were merged into one or
reformulated. The CGES activities were evaluated
very positively. The SB was also decided to support the CGES in the development of its sustainability strategy.
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Dr. Elena Belokurova holds the position of CGES
Scientific Manager. As such, she develops the
overall research concept and strategy, presents it
to the SB and the CC and coordinates its implementation, especially with regard to activities in St.
Petersburg. In the field of education, she works
together with the head of the MA SES Programme
and the teaching staff. Based permanently in St.
Petersburg, she is also responsible for the CGES
office, the maintenance of its equipment, library,
resources and leading the team, and for the
centre’s networking and outreach activities in St.
Petersburg, Russia and Europe. The Scientific
Manager is supported by the CGES team in St.
Petersburg and Bielefeld.
The joint leadership worked very efficiently in
2012 and successfully took decisions by consensus. The centre further strengthened its cooperation with the DAAD, in particular by active participation in the conference of the DAADsupported Centres for German and European
Studies in Beijing in November 2012.

Results and Prospects
The CGES prides itself on sustainable development and progress in both qualitative and quantitative
terms in its academic as well as public presence, the attachment of scholars in the field of German and
European Studies as well as the institutionalisation of teaching, education and supervision programmes
on MA and postgraduate levels. A focussed line of development is visible in the centre’s scientific work, its
publications and public events as well as its workshop and conference activities in 2012. The following
brief outline illustrates these developments.

Teaching and Research
Teaching and research interlink closely, forming
two of the CGES’ core tasks
The MA SES programme attracts full-time students, who come from different disciplines and
have genuine interest in European Studies as well
as good English proficiency. In 2012, the MA SES
attracted 44 applications, testifying to the programme’s sustained popularity. 18 students from
the previous intakes successfully graduated with
profound and relevant MA theses. The exchange
of students between Germany and Russia was
intensely supported in 2012. Six Russian students
from the Faculty of Sociology at the SPbSU studied in Bielefeld for one semester, partly financed
through scholarships from the rector of the BU
and the SPbSU. Three students studied at the
University of Magdeburg. Twelve students from
Bielefeld and other European universities studied
at the SPbSU Faculty of Sociology.
The research mission of the CGES in the field of
German and European Studies is designed to
strengthen the interconnection of research, scientific dialogue and teaching (both within the MA
SES and PhD education). In its research activities,
the CGES intends to bring together Russian,
German and European scholars and to promote
innovative analysis of European societies. In particular, CGES research seeks to provide new perspectives in the interdisciplinary field of German
and European Studies with a particular focus on
societies, to promote academic networking and to
integrate follow-up as well as public implementation activities into its research.
Adhering to sustainable development of research
within the centre, the CGES actively participates

in developing the international research landscape
within German and European Studies. The CGES
research activities are organised along three main
research areas, which were further developed in
2012, including suggestions by the CGES Scientific Board in January 2012. The research areas
on Civil Society, Networks and Participation in
Europe, European Sub-National Regionalism:
Regional and Local Communities, Identities and
Public Spaces and Europe in World Society are
thematically based on the research projects of the
centre and build the ground of the centre’s conferences, workshops and trainings.

Graduate Programme:
Training, Support of
Exchange and Mobilities
The graduate programme aims at widening the
framework for PhD student’s support and supervision. The CGES started a trilateral cooperation
with the Bielefeld Graduate School in History and
Sociology (BGHS) and the University of Notre
Dame, South Bend, USA, by establishing a series
of PhD conferences with these institutions. Successful activities in graduate education and supervision took place in 2012: the summer school in
Strelna, methodological workshops and exchange
and publication activities. CGES PhD students
participated in the summer schools organised by
other DAAD-funded centres throughout the world.
The CGES is glad to report that the number of
scholars from the academic successor generation
interested in German and European Studies is
increasing in the social science landscape of Russia. The CGES plays a very active role in this process and will continue to do so.
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Scientific Dialogue
Academic exchange and networking in the area of
German and European Studies are main tasks of
the CGES and form a core interest in all CGES
activities.

 Conferences and Workshops
Either on its own or together with other institutions, the CGES organises international conferences in the field of German and European Studies, bringing together young and experienced
academics from Germany, Russia and various
European countries. The major international
CGES conference in 2012 on “Migration and Integration in Europe and Russia: New Challenges
and Opportunities” gathered more than 110 participants, including 75 speakers from 17 countries.
In cooperation with other institutions, the CGES
participated in organising two further big international conferences in St. Petersburg in 2012: the
conference on “Networks in the Global World:
Structural Transformations in Europe, the US and
Russia” and the international forum “NGOs in
Support of the World Heritage”.
The total number of participants in international
conferences organised by the CGES in 2012 was
410. The international research workshops of the
CGES admitted another 110 scholars. Thus, more
than 500 scholars from different countries all over
the world participated in the intensive academic
exchange offered by the CGES conferences and
research workshops in 2012.

 BA Students and

Professionalisation of Lecturers
In recent years, BA students have become another target group of the CGES activities. One
main goal consists in motivating young students to
specialise on Germany and Europe in order to
educate good MA students and PhD researchers
as well as future scholars willing to engage in this
field of study. For this purpose, a summer school
for students, including undergraduate students, on
“Encounter Europe and Russia: An Introduction to
the Cultural, Political and Security Issues Shaping
the EU and Its Relations to Russia” took place at
the European Academy Otzenhausen. It was or-
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ganised for the second time in 2012 and it brought
together 18 Russian and 19 German students.
The CGES moreover organised students’ oral
presentation competitions on Germany in German
language and on Europe in English language.
Altogether, about 40 students from different faculties of St. Petersburg State University participated
in both competitions in 2012. The first competition
was organised in the form of a “German Party”,
attracting more than 50 participants.
Targeted at the professionalisation of BA level
education, the CGES organised the seminar for
Lecturers on ”Teaching Europe and Democracy”.
One aim of this seminar was to advance the
teaching methodology of the 16 participating Russian university teachers and the 12 teachers from
Germany and Italy
In total, about 110 BA students participated in
CGES activities, especially from SPbSU, but also
from BU, other German universities and other
European countries (not including the public lectures and events within the German Week, which
addressed the broader public, including BA students).

 Getting to Know Germany and

Europe Better – Addressing the
Broader Public
Providing knowledge on cultural, political and
social structures and developments in German
and European societies and promoting knowledge
about Germany and Europe among Russian students and scientists can bring societies closer
together. This general task is essential for the
centre’s mission and activities.
The winter school for MA SES students in January
in Germany motivates the participants to improve
their German language proficiency and familiarises them with important institutions of German
cultural, political and social life. Discussions with
representatives from political institutions, social
and economic organisations and NGOs provide
opportunities for personal experiences and expand their theoretical knowledge of German and
European Societies.

Scientific Dialogue
The German Week in St. Petersburg represents a
further opportunity of bringing Germany, its society and politics to a Russian audience. With this
event, the CGES addresses a wider public and
seeks to inform St. Petersburg citizens about
manifold aspects of German politics, society and
culture. In 2012, the CGES organised student
presentations and discussions on the occasion of
the German Week, such as “A Typical German
Seminar: Simulation of a Form of University
Teaching”. Public discussions at the Café D dealt
with the integration of foreign students in universities and exchange organisations. About 90 people
took part in these events. Attracting numerous
participants from both the academic and public
spheres, the activities for the German Week provided fruitful opportunities for disseminating the
CGES’ expertise on Germany and Europe.
In 2012, the CGES Public Lectures Series with
German and European professors was intensified
once again. Six public lectures were organised,
one of them in cooperation with the DAAD-IC Science Lectures Series. A film with subsequent discussion was presented to the broader public for
the first time. Such events are aimed at increasing
the interest in Germany and Europe. About 300
people participated in these public events.
The CGES further participated in the German
Year in Russia 2012 by supporting an art exhibition and theatre performance by German and
Russian scholars and artists. The exhibition “100
Beautiful Deads” was prepared on the basis of
social empirical research on urban developments
in St. Petersburg and Berlin. The exhibition and
performance was addressed at the broader public
and attracted about 700 people.
Thus, in total, more than 1000 people participated
in the CGES events oriented towards a broader
civil society public.
Participating in major education fairs offers another excellent opportunity to disseminate the
expertise of the CGES on the German education
and academic system. At such events, visitors
receive detailed and comprehensive information
from CGES professors and CGES scholars on

opportunities to study and pursue research in the
field of German and European Studies.
Reflection on German and European experiences
regarding different ways of political and social
problem-solving are introduced into the Russian
discourse through analytical papers and essays
for a broader public published on the Cogita.ru
web page as result of essay competitions organised by the CGES.
The research report of a broad empirical survey
on visa regulations between Germany and Russia,
published both in German and Russian with the
support of the CGES, was a further research activity, which also addressed a broader audience.
The reports were disseminated among officials of
the foreign ministries, embassies and consulates
of Germany and Russia as well as among the
broader public and NGO representatives working
in the field of German-Russian relations in both
countries.
The CGES’ webpage and publications provide
information and knowledge about political and
social developments in Germany and Europe
open to scholars and also to a wider public. The
CGES library in St. Petersburg attracts visitors
from different academic and public institutions and
serves as a further dissemination point for information and knowledge on contemporary German
and European political, social, cultural and societal structures and developments. In addition, it
helps attract new, interested scholars to the activities of the CGES.

 Extension of Networks: Interdisci-

plinarity and New Partnerships
The CGES not only promotes German and European Studies in Russia and connects German and
Russian scientific communities. Another essential
task is to promote and increase interdisciplinary
cooperation. The MA SES is an example of a
lively interdisciplinary approach: Being based at
the faculty of sociology, this programme includes
professors from other faculties of SPbSU, from
different faculties of BU and from other German
universities
and
academic
institutions
in
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Scientific Dialogue
St. Petersburg and Europe. Lecturers of
the MA SES actively participate in
various CGES activities.
The most active cooperation partners of
the CGES within SPbSU are the
Faculties of Journalism, Economics,
Political Science, Liberal Arts and
Sciences as well as International
Relations. At BU, the ties to the Faculty
of Sociology, the Bielefeld Graduate
School in History and Sociology and the
new SFB 882, which resulted in
common activities and developments for
future activities, are especially close.
CGES seeks to establish multidisciplinary cooperation with other universities and institutes as well.
This resulted in extending the networks through
active cooperation with other German, Russian
and European academic institutions. To name just
a few, the most active partner institutions of the
CGES in St. Petersburg are the Centre for Independent Social Research, the European University at St. Petersburg, the German-Russian Exchange, the Goethe Institute in St. Petersburg, the
Friedrich-Ebert-Foundation,
the
KonradAdenauer-Foundation, the Higher School of Economics, the St. Petersburg Centre for NGO Development, Memorial, Cogita.ru and the Russian
Political Studies Association. Moreover, in 2012 a
new cooperation was established with the NOVISA project implemented by the working group of
the German-Russian Forum. In 2012, the CGES
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was successful in establishing both small- and
large-scale as well as long-term and active cooperation ties, both with academic as well as exchange and research-oriented civil society organisations.
The extension and intensification of cooperation
relations with German and international academic
communities progressed: alongside traditionally
strong ties with the universities of Magdeburg and
Osnabrück, new networks were established
and/or strengthened with several universities and
institutions. Within the last year, the CGES further
increased its international activities and visibility.
The centre will continue its work towards bringing
together young and senior researchers from different disciplines and different countries, motivating them to work together on challenging topics of
German and European Studies.

General Outlook
Contributing to the development
of the multidisciplinary research
field of German and European
Studies, stimulating this research field through international
cooperation and strengthening it
within the Russian academic
landscape are genuine tasks of
the CGES. These tasks led the
activities of the CGES in 2012
and will continue to direct the
centre’s activities.
As a bilateral institution of St.
Petersburg State University and
Bielefeld University, the centre
represents their respective traditions of cooperation. The CGES
is embedded in the academic
and intellectual contexts of both
institutions and participates in as
well as initiates research, teaching and exchange in the field of
German and European Studies
in both universities and beyond.
In 2012, about 1500 scholars,
students and participants from
the broader public took part in
academic and public events
organised by the CGES. The
vast majority of CGES activities
are funded and organised in
cooperation with different partners. CGES is both active and
successful in third-party funding
for its activities. The CGES will
continue this sustainable strategy. The centre was successful
in maintaining its status as an
important address for scientific
research, teaching and expertise
in German and European Studies and as a major reference
point for students and scholars
on all levels of academic qualification interested in this field.
Therefore, the activities of the
CGES will remain exchange-

oriented in order to support and
to enhance international and, in
particular, German-Russian contacts of students, cooperation of
researchers and lecturers as
well as exchange of ideas and
discourses. The CGES will continue to enhance research in the
field of German and European
Studies, support young and
senior researchers in interdisciplinary research in this field and
provide students and PhD
scholars with supervision, methodological trainings and network
support.
Through this work, the CGES
will further organise, enhance
and enrich dialogues between
students and researchers from
German, Russian and European
academic institutions as well as
address a broader audience and
contribute to topics and discussions within and between German, Russian and European
scientific landscapes and civil
societies.
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