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01
INTRODUCTION
This Annual Report provides information on
the main activities carried out by the Centre
for German and European Studies (CGES) at
St. Petersburg State University—Bielefeld University in 2016. The report draws conclusions
about the Centre's activities and its future
potential.
The Centre‘s most important goals are:

·
·
·
·
·
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Co-operation in the field of education,
development of joint teaching programmes,
and support for graduate and postgraduate
students and junior scholars;
Co-operation and support for academic
exchange at all levels (undergraduate and
postgraduate students, PhD students, junior
and senior scholars);
Co-operation in research, development of
contacts between academic communities
in Russia, Germany, and Europe;
Support of scientific dialogue with conferences and workshops, with a special emphasis
on junior researchers;
Information and outreach activities through
public lectures and events, as well as publications and access to the library.

In the field of education and teaching, the most
important activities are related to the MA Programme "Studies in European Societies", which
is taught in English at the Faculty of Sociology
of St. Petersburg State University. Further activities are focused on bidirectional student,
lecturer and researcher exchange as well as
German-language teaching.
In terms of research, the CGES concentrates on
interdisciplinary studies of different aspects of
contemporary German and European societies.
In addition to the general focus on support for
junior social scientists, the CGES also runs
a PhD Fellowship Programme.

RUSSIAN DIRECTOR

Prof. Dr. Nikolay Skvortsov,
Dean of the Faculty of Sociology
of St. Petersburg State University

GERMAN DIRECTOR

Prof. Dr. Andreas Vasilache,
Professor for European Studies at the Faculty
of Sociology of Bielefeld University

Scientific dialogue between Russian, German,
and European academic communities is supported by the CGES through regular large-scale
international conferences, research seminars
and workshops, Summer and Winter Schools
for MA and PhD students, methodological
workshops, public lectures and other events.
In 2016, the Centre‘s activities in these fields
attracted a large number of students, scholars, and participants from the broader public.
We are happy to present this insight into our
work in teaching, exchange and research.

SCIENTIFIC MANAGER

Dr. Nikita Basov, Senior researcher at the
Faculty of Sociology of St. Petersburg State
University

HEAD OF THE MA SES PROGRAMME

Dr. Anisya Khokhlova, Associate professor
at the Faculty of Sociology of St. Petersburg
State University
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MA

PROGRAMME
One of the CGES‘ pivotal tasks in the field of education in 2016 was the
further progress of the Master‘s Degree Programme “Studies in European Societies” (MA SES) taught at the Faculty of Sociology, St. Petersburg
State University (SPbSU), with contributions from colleagues representing Bielefeld University and other educational institutions. The programme has been running successfully since 2004.

STUDENTS
IN THE MA SES
PROGRAMME
With competition for entries remaining strong,
in 2016 MA SES enrolled students with outstanding academic and research achievements who had their BAs in sociology, political
science, social work, liberal arts, PR, international economics, intercultural communication
studies and other fields.
2016 MA SES applicants graduated from:

·
·
·
·
·
·
·

European-University Viadrina Frankfurt
(Oder);
China Youth University of Political
Studies (Beijing);
St. Petersburg State University;
National Research University "Higher
School of Economics";
Institute for Management and Economics;
St. Petersburg State University of Economics;
Russian Presidential Academy of National Economy and Public Administration.

The Programme also received 10 international
students, who participated in one-semester
academic exchange programmes. Alongside
the visitors from Bielefeld University, there
were also other students from Germany, Finland and the Netherlands who came to study
at SPbSU in the framework of the Erasmus
Mundus Project and other exchange programmes, and chose to join MA SES.

28

MA SES
students
in 2016

In summer 2016, 9 MA SES students successfully defended their Master‘s degree theses.
The three best MA theses were selected for
publication in the CGES Working Paper Series.

PG. 08
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MA SES
WINTER SCHOOL
The Winter School is an important part of MA
SES that offers first year students the chance
to get in touch with Germany and Europe
in real life and embraces social, political,
economic and cultural aspects reflecting the
four main study pillars of the Master´s degree
programme. In 2016, students familiarised
themselves Bielefeld University and smaller
cities close to it, as well as visited various
kinds of both governmental and non-governmental organisations in Bielefeld itself. Moreover, during the stay at Bielefeld an intensive
German language course helped the students
to get equipped with German language skills

and to significantly improve their conversational abilities. Later, the students visited
Cologne and stayed at the European Academy of Otzenhausen at the three-way border
of Germany, Luxembourg and France. In the
centre of old Europe, MA SES students took
part in seminars and workshops about the
recent transformations and burning problems
in Europe such as economic and political issues of European integration and the refugee
crisis. Their programme included field trips
to the Council of Europe in Strasbourg and
to the European Stability Mechanism in Luxembourg.

INTERNSHIPS
During the Master studies period of two years,
the MA SES students undertake a research
internship that enables them to reflect on
the theoretical knowledge they have obtained
in their classes, and to find an appropriate
connection to their Master’s theses. The most
popular internship places are NGOs in Russia
and internationally.
In 2016, seven out of nine second year students conducted their internship in Germany
and Europe.
Some first year students also decided to undertake their internships as early as 2016.

PG. 10

Internship partners in 2016

·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

Alfred Toepfer Stiftung E.V.S.
Internationales Begegnungszentrum Friedenshaus e.V.
RockFront
ShareNL
OstPost Berlin
Bielefeld University
The Alfred Schnittke Akademie
International
KVPS
World Heritage Watch
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THINK TANK
"EUROPEAN POLITICS"
In 2015-2016, five students of MA SES again
took part in a think tank "European Politics" for
MA students co-organized by Radboud Honours Academy and the CGES. The think tank
was supervised by Prof. Evert van der Zweerde
and MA Gaard Kets from Radboud University,
and MA SES director Dr. Anisya Khokhlova. Young scholars with diverse educational
backgrounds jointly analysed the factors that
influence the credibility of the World Heritage
List (WHL), one of the five strategic objectives
of the World Heritage Convention. They also
examined the ways in which the credibility of
the WHL was socially constructed by UNESCO
decision makers and different stakeholders.

PG. 12

STUDENT
EXCHANGE
During their nine months of collaboration, the
students met for workshops in Nijmegen and
in Saint Petersburg. Finally, the international
research group submitted a policy paper to the
National Commission for UNESCO where they
offered recommendations on how to increase
the credibility of the WHL. They also gave
several public presentations of the project
results, and a paper at the Scientific Environment session “Credibility and Exclusion in European Cultural Policies” in Saint Petersburg
(April 2016). The findings of the think tank
stirred profound interest in the audience, and
the recommendations formulated in the policy
paper were eagerly taken on board.

Co-operation agreements allow up to nine
students from St. Petersburg State University
to spend one semester at Bielefeld University
(6 students) and the University of Magdeburg
(3 students) each year.
German students, as well as students from other
European countries visiting the St. Petersburg
State University Faculty of Sociology, not only
participate in educational activities but also have
an opportunity to conduct a small independent
research project at the German-Russian Centre
of the Faculty. In 2016, exchange students coming
from both Russia and European countries provided very positive feedback about their studies.

EXCHANGE
SEMESTERS

GERMAN
LANGUAGE

MA SES students are traditionally highly active in their efforts to deepen their knowledge
of social sciences and enrich their skills of
empirical research by doing part of their education in international universities. In 2016,
eight of the programme’s 2nd year students
spent their exchange semesters in universities in Germany and the Czech Republic;
and two 1st years successfully applied for
scholarships at Bielefeld University and the
Centre for German Studies at the European
Forum at The Hebrew University of Jerusalem.

Throughout the academic year, MA SES students have the opportunity to select German
language as an elective course. In the study
year 2015/2016, German language groups for
beginner, intermediate and advanced level
were established exclusively for the students
of the Programme.
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RESEARCH
The CGES conducts research in promising areas in the interdisciplinary international field
of German and European Studies. It initiates and coordinates international research projects,
encourages academic networking, and seeks to integrate research and education.
CGES research activities are run within four main research areas:

·
·
·
·

Network Structures in Germany, Europe and Russia. Coordinator: Dr. Nikita Basov;
Creativity, Communities and Public Spaces of European and Russian Cities. Coordinator:
Dr. Nikita Basov;
Civil Society and Participation in Europe and Russia. Coordinator: Dr. Elena Belokurova;
Europe in World Society. Coordinator: Prof. Dr. Andreas Vasilache.

The 2016 research activities within these research areas are described in the following chapters.

RESEARCH AREA
"NETWORK STRUCTURES
IN GERMANY, EUROPE
AND RUSSIA"
This research area responds to the growing
role of heterogeneous network structures,
which bring together individuals, organisations, regions and states in present day society. The structural transformations it brings
to science, education, business, politics and
other spheres in Germany, Europe and Russia
require the joint efforts of the various scientific perspectives within the field of network
analysis.
Research work in this area in 2016 was primarily organized as part of a 4-year interdisciplinary international research project
KNOCOMM: “Co-evolution of Knowledge

PG. 14

and Communication Networks: Structural
Dynamics of Creative Collectives in European
Cultural Capitals” (2014-2017), supported by
the Russian scientific foundation for Humanities and the Ministry of Education and Science
of the Russian Federation. This project
explores the internal mechanisms of social
and cultural dynamics of creative collectives
by applying mixed methods to rich longitudinal ethnographic, interview and textual data
on five large European cities: St. Petersburg,
Hamburg, Barcelona, Madrid, and London.
Multiple mobilities and scientific exchange
events between Russia, Germany, and Europe
were organized as part of the project.

6

In
2016:

events

22

6

talks

papers
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Institutions of KNOCOMM
project participants

·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

St. Petersburg State University
NRU ITMO
Bielefeld University
Autonomous University of Barcelona
Institute of Sociology—RAS
European University at St. Petersburg
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Closely related to this research area are three
high-profile international events organized
by the CGES in 2016: an International Conference “Networks in the Global World 2016”
at St. Petersburg; an organized session on
“Socio-Semantic Networks” at 36th International Sunbelt Social Network Conference;
and a roundtable “Community vs difference:
Network analyses of interpersonal relations
and cultures sharing in art groups” within
the framework of the 9th Midterm Conference
of RN-Sociology of the Arts.

King’s College London
Charles III University of Madrid
University of Amsterdam
NRU "Higher School of Economics"
Moscow State University

RESEARCH AREA
"CREATIVITY, COMMUNITIES
AND PUBLIC SPACES OF
EUROPEAN AND RUSSIAN CITIES"
In
2016:

17

publications

34

presentations

15

events

PG. 16

This research area involves comparative explorations of European and Russian cities as sites of interplay between various actors and their groupings.
The studies focus on the mechanisms and conditions under which communities within city landscapes emerge, develop and generate culture. To achieve
this goal, a wide range of inter-disciplinary research fields, including social,
cultural, urban, organisational and cognitive studies are brought together using
networks, systems, social space and constructivist theoretical frameworks
and methodologies.
Considering the particular economic, political and cultural contexts of European and Russian cities, we take into account the ideological orientations, cultural
and professional backgrounds, and the stylistic preferences of individual actors
and communities in influencing their (inter)actions in city spaces, as well as
the meanings they generate and the places they create.

Intertwined with the area Network Structures
in Germany, Europe and Russia, in 2016 the
research work was carried out mainly as part
of the project “Co-evolution of Knowledge
and Communication Networks: Structural
Dynamics of Creative Collectives in European
Cultural Capitals” outlined above. However,
several other projects are also being conducted in this area.
The “Arts for the City” (short—ARTS4CITY)
project, which started in September 2015
in collaboration with European National
Institutes of Culture network (EUNIC), was
continued. ARTS4CITY promotes the multidisciplinary research and development of
contemporary urban culture in St. Petersburg.
The project pinpoints issues in urban areas to
be addressed with cultural means, surveys social, cultural and urban aspects of the chosen
areas. Research techniques combine sociological, anthropological and artistic tools, such
as observations, interviews, polls, visual ethnographies, mental mapping, design-thinking,
research walks and games, and many others.
The project “Educational practices of Russian
and Russian-mixed families in Spain: The role
of parents’ values and beliefs and/or structural constraints” conducted by Raisa Akifyeva
(National Research University "Higher School
of Economics") studies the child-rearing strategies of Russian-speaking women who live in
Madrid, Spain, by focusing on their children's
participation in structured activities. Analysis
focused on class distinctions of the child-rearing strategies of migrant women and resulted
in the conclusion that class differences in the
structured activities of children are largely
determined by structural factors rather than
the cultural logic of parents. The findings were
published as a CGES working paper.
The project “Cross-gender Roleplaying:
Gender Attitudes in Russian and European
Live-Action Role-Playing Games” conducted
by Olga Vorobyeva (European University at
St. Petersburg) focuses on LARPs (live-action
role-playing games), a kind of improvisational
interactive performance where participants
act through fictional characters in a fictional game world, but no professional acting
skills are required from participants and no

separate audience is targeted. At the focus of
this study is the relation between player’s and
character’s gender. Empirical data collected in
Russia and Europe highlighted that different
communities have diverse attitudes and practices concerning cross-gender play. The comparative analysis of implicit gender attitudes
was published as a CGES working paper.

Institutions of research
collaborators

·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

St. Petersburg State University
Bielefeld University
Autonomous University of Barcelona
King’s College London
University of Amsterdam
NRU ITMO
Institute of Sociology—RAS
NRU "Higher School of Economics"
European University at St. Petersburg
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RESEARCH AREA
"EUROPE IN WORLD
SOCIETY"

11

publications
in 2016

This research area focuses on the international dimension of regionalism in a comparative
perspective and, in particular, on the external
relations of the European Union and its role in
interregional settings as well as in global society. While European integration is the most
visible and most advanced framework for
regional integration both in economic terms,
and also in terms of the preservation of peace
and security within its geographic setting, its
external policy dimension still lacks clarity,
coherence and assertiveness. This becomes
visible particularly in the field of security
policy, situations of international crisis, but
also with regard to different approaches by the
EU and European countries to particular world
regions.
Research activities within this area are organized in both collaborative and individual
research projects. In 2016, a new three-year
research and professionalization project was
initiated (“Between Stability and Transformation: Regional and Transnational Cooperation
in Central Asia and between Central Asia and
Europe”) at Bielefeld University. This project
will include conferences, a seminar series as
well as research publications. In addition, several international conference participations,
presentations and field research journeys took
place in this research area, as for instance the
fieldwork in Kyrgyzstan of Dr. Chiara Pierobon
on the role of the European Union in promoting development and strengthening civil society in the country.

PG. 18

CGES ANNUAL ACTIVIT Y REPORT 2016 ⋅ 03 RESEARCH

RESEARCH AREA
"CIVIL SOCIETY AND PARTICIPATION
IN EUROPE AND RUSSIA"
This research area is focused on the issues
of civil society, and different kinds of public
participation and civic engagement in Germany, Russia and Europe. Since the current situation of civil society and especially non-governmental organisations is keenly debated in
contemporary Russia, a better understanding
of the role which NGOs can play in society,
and in international relations, is needed.
Within the framework of the research area,
these questions are addressed through the
comparison of Russia and Europe, bringing
the Russian case into a comparative and international perspective.

In
2016:

19

presentations

8

publications

4

events

In 2016, research activities in this area focused
on the role of NGOs in international relations.
Dr. Elena Belokurova conducted analysis of
previously collected empirical data on Russia.
Furthermore, in cooperation with the EU-Russia Civil Society Forum, an empirical comparative study of Russian civil society organisations
was conducted. The results of this study were
summarized in the “Report on the State of Civil
Society in the EU and Russia”. Discussion on
the role of civil society and NGOs in Europe and
Russia was continued at the annual conference
on protection of World Heritage properties
co-organized by CGES in cooperation with
the World Heritage Watch in Istanbul.
The research in this area was conducted in
Russia, Germany and other European countries.
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04
GRADUATE

PROGRAMME

The CGES continuously links junior and
senior researchers in its activities, providing
both groups with opportunities for scientific
exchange and at the same time responding
to their specific needs. The education of junior scholars and supporting interdisciplinary
and international networking among them
are always on the CGES’ agenda.
The heart of the CGES’ work with graduate
students is the CGES PhD Fellowship Programme. The Programme was launched in
2014 in order to provide academic, financial
and organisational support of up to 3 PhD
Students at universities in St. Petersburg,
whose dissertations are related to German
and European Studies. The duration of the
fellowship is between 1 and 3 years. Fellows
get deeply involved in CGES research, are
provided with a work place at the CGES office
in St. Petersburg, receive access to CGES
and SPbSU libraries, as well as organisational, informational, and advisory support.
In 2016, two students from St. Petersburg
universities continued to participate in the
CGES Graduate Programme: Artem Antoniuk
(St. Petersburg State University) and Margarita Kuleva (Higher School of Economics).
In order to respond to the challenges of
working within an international and interdisciplinary space, the CGES provides general
methodological training which offers an
international interdisciplinary perspective
and supervision for PhD students. CGES summer schools, workshops, seminars, training
sessions, and other types of events for junior
scholars bring interdisciplinary German and
European experts to Russia for consultations
and intensive discussions. Within this framework, in 2016 the CGES organized 15 activities
involving PhD students in particular.

PG. 20

80

PhD students
supported
in 2016
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EVENTS

SCIENTIFIC
ENVIRONMENT
PLACE / TIME
Faculty of Sociology, St. Petersburg State
University, March-December

An essential aspect of the CGES’ long term work is the development
and intensification of scientific dialogue between Russian, German,
and European researchers, students, junior scholars, and well-known
senior researchers. CGES workshops, conferences, public lectures,
schools and other public scientific events are thus key activities for
the centre.

ORGANIZING PARTNERS
Council of Young Scientists at the Faculty
of Sociology, St. Petersburg State University
PARTICIPANTS
Lecturers, researchers, PhD students,
MA and BA students, representatives
of civil society, politicians, press
and business

Open interdisciplinary research seminars for
junior scholars “Scientific Environment” are
a platform for MA and PhD students, and also
for social scientists from Russia and Europe
who are at the beginning of their careers, to
present their theoretical and empirical projects
devoted to topical scientific problems to an interested and friendly audience—and to receive
extensive feedback.
Involving Russian and European colleagues,
“Scientific Environment” seminar has become
a popular and established discussion platform
for social scientists from St. Petersburg, other
Russian cities and internationally.

PG. 22

“Scientific Environment” meetings in 2016

·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

Modern Transformations of Creative Industries and Media Business
Communities and Discourses in Internet
Space

10

meetings
in 2016

European Union: New Identities and Political Contexts
Credibility and Exclusion in European
Cultural Policies
Socio-materiality and Users of Urban
Infrastructures: New Approaches
in Urban Studies
Representation and Reality Creation:
Constructing Norms in the Media
Memory or Oblivion? (Re)construction
of Cultural Trauma in Post-Socialist Space
Digitalization of Fashion in Contemporary
Symbolic Economy
Care: Between Informal Relations
and Institutionalization
The Construction of Ethnic Stereotypes
and Social Exclusion in School System
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WORKSHOP "SOCIAL
AND SEMANTIC NETWORK ANALYSIS
OF THE EUROPEAN PUBLIC SPHERE"
PLACE / TIME
CGES, St. Petersburg State University,
February 20
GUEST SPEAKERS
Elena Pavan (Scuola Normale Superiore, Pisa),
Adina Nerghes (Free University Amsterdam)
MODERATOR
Artem Antoniuk (CGES, St. Petersburg State
University)
PARTICIPANTS
MA SES students, MA and PhD students from
St. Petersburg universities, researchers

The seminar aimed at presenting a network
analysis perspective on how different facets of
public sphere function. The speakers discussed

various political phenomena occurring online
and offline. Elena Pavan focused on issue framing and network structures in the governance
of global communications, while Adina Nerghes
discussed a socio-semantic analysis of European Parliament speeches. Broader discussions
with participants have touched on how network
analysis can be applied to study key actors,
issue and discourse networks, deliberation and
representation of diverse opinions. MA and PhD
students from different academic fields including sociology, politics, economics and journalism presented their own projects and engaged
in discussion with those presenting. Particular
attention was paid to network analysis techniques appropriate to study relations between
social and semantic networks.

ARTS4CITY

11

events
in 2016

PLACE / TIME
St. Petersburg, January-December
GENERAL PARTNERS
European National Institutes of Culture
network (EUNIC), Goethe Institute in St. Petersburg, Consulate General of Germany in St. Petersburg, Italian Cultural Institute in St. Petersburg, Danish Cultural Institute, Finnish
Cultural Institute, Consulate General of Finland
in St. Petersburg, Friedrich Ebert Foundation

PARTICIPANTS
European creative communities and researchers, Russian creative professionals, experts,
researchers, students and citizens

Combining scientific, educational and artistic elements, the project is based on CGES
research and invites participants to experiment
and learn in action while transforming different
non-central areas of St. Petersburg, using
site-specific participatory artistic activities such
as urban games, happenings, pop-up events,
temporary installations, prototyping of public
infrastructure, masquerade and others.

Launched in September 2015, ARTS4CITY
focuses on the means of increasing the liveability, interactivity and attractiveness of urban
spaces with research-based participatory
creative projects. In pursuing this goal, the

In 2016 ARTS4CITY has implemented projects
which can be classified into 5 main areas:
(a) activating neighbourhoods, (b) animating
non-places, (c) activating central city locations,
(d) redesigning public spaces, and (e) educational and public events.

COORDINATOR
Alexandra Nenko (CGES, ITMO University)

PG. 24

project builds a dialogue between European creative communities and researchers
exploring ways to stimulate creativity in their
cities on the one hand, and Russian experts,
creatives, researchers, students, and local
citizens on the other.

ARTS4CITY events in 2016

·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

StoolFest in Miracle creative space
Day of the Yard, Miracle creative space
Street Kitchen and celebration of the local library birthday
Urban Masquerade
Lively Streets festival
“Feel the Space” workshop
“Meeting Point” workshop for Okhtinsky College students
Neighbours’ Centre on the basis of “Sovremennik” Library and Children Library №2
Public space for school children, gymnasium 271. “Week of Change” project
Workshop “Prototyping Public Spaces” in the framework of the Week of Germany 2016
Session on DIY Urban Culture, International Spatial Development Forum 2016

These projects involved creative professionals and scholars from Germany, Finland, Denmark,
Spain, Lithuania, Latvia, Poland, Estonia and Russia.
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3000
participants
since 2015
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The community around the project totals up to
2500 people, who follow its social media pages
and participate in events. By 2016, a multidisciplinary team was created, engaging junior
sociologists, cultural managers, and designers
as the project’s core.

6

1

5
2

3

4
1. Day of Yard, Miracle creative space. Photo: Iolanta Skavidis
2. StoolFest, Miracle creative space. Photo: Alexandra Nenko
3. Lively Streets Festival
4. Feel the Space. Photo: Iolanta Skavidis
5-6. Illustrations for ARTS4CITY by Margarita Rudykh
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ANNUAL METHODOLOGICAL
WORKSHOP "METHODOLOGY
OF COMPARATIVE RESEARCH
AND PROJECT DESIGN"
PLACE / TIME
CGES, St. Petersburg State University, March 12
LECTURERS
Verena Molitor (CGES, Bielefeld University),
Tatjana Zimenkova (TU Dortmund University)
PARTICIPANTS
MA and PhD students from St. Petersburg
Since 2008, the CGES has had a tradition of
offering an annual methodological seminar for
MA and PhD students. It initially emerged as a
reaction to the need for closer interdisciplinary
and international supervision of junior scholars.
In 2016, 10 junior scientists were selected for
participation on the basis of an application

and a short essay. Presenting their topics within
the methodological workshop, they benefited
from multidisciplinary discussions with moderators whose background is in political science,
sociology, and history (Prof. Dr. Tatjana Zimenkova, TU Dortmund University and Dr. Verena
Molitor, CGES, Bielefeld University) and from
discussions within the group of their fellow MA
and PhD students.
In the course of the methodological workshop,
participants had the opportunity to participate
in a competition for a short research stay in
Europe. As a result, Marina Novikova, who presented the paper “Transformation of urban space
under the conditions of commercialization: The
cases of UNESCO sites in Saint Petersburg and
Berlin”, was awarded a travel grant to collect
empirical data for her research project.

JOINT GERMAN-RUSSIAN SEMINAR
"RUSSIAN SPRING ACADEMY 2016.
UNDERSTANDING RUSSIA: BUILDING
MUTUAL TRUST FOR A COMMON FUTURE
AND PARTNERSHIP"
PLACE / TIME
CGES, St. Petersburg State University,
March 13-20
MODERATORS / ORGANIZERS
Elena Belokurova (CGES, St. Petersburg State
University), Sebastian Zeitzmann (European
Academy Otzenhausen), Verena Molitor (CGES,
Bielefeld University)
ORGANIZING PARTNERS
ASKO Foundation, European Academy Otzenhausen (EAO), Stiftung Deutsch-Russischer
Jugendaustausch
PARTICIPANTS
Students from German universities
and St. Petersburg State University

PG. 28

The Joint German-Russian Seminar “Russian
Spring Academy” was held in Saint Petersburg
for the fourth time as the continuation of the
Summer European Academy organized with
German and Russian students in July 2015. The
St. Petersburg seminar was dedicated to the
different aspects of Russian politics and society.
15 German BA students came from Bielefeld
University, Würzburg University and University
of Koblenz-Landau to take part in the “Russian
Spring Academy”. The goal of the Seminar was
to give the participants a better understanding
of Russian politics, history, society and culture
in an international atmosphere and mutual
learning from each other. In order to further the
sustainability of this activity, students of St. Petersburg State University, who took part in the

German-Russian Seminar at the European Academy Otzenhausen in July 2015, also participated
in the lectures and events of the Seminar.
The programme of the Seminar consisted of lectures delivered by professors of St. Petersburg
State University, interactive training and group work, with excursions to different organisations
in St. Petersburg such as the Consulate General of the Federal Republic of Germany, the Siemens
Factory, creative spaces, the Open Space for civil societies initiatives, the Erarta Museum for Contemporary Arts, and the German-Russian Exchange.
In the framework of the Seminar, an open public discussion entitled "German and European
Perspective on the Relations with Russia” was organized on March 17, in one of St. Petersburg’s
creative spaces. The German guests Prof. Dr. Siegmar Schmidt (University of Koblenz-Landau),
Prof. Dr. Müller-Brandeck-Bocquet (University of Würzburg), and Sebastian Zeitzmann (European Academy Otzenhausen) presented their visions of different factors determining the policy
of Germany and the European Union towards Russia, changes of this policy in the recent years,
as well as the representation of these changes in German media, in political and public debates
and in public opinion about Russia.

PG. 29

CGES ANNUAL ACTIVIT Y REPORT 2016 ⋅ 05 EVENTS

CGES ANNUAL ACTIVIT Y REPORT 2016 ⋅ 05 EVENTS

PUBLIC LECTURE
BY LESTER SALAMON
"10 MYTHS ABOUT NGO SECTOR
IN RUSSIA AND IN THE WORLD"
PLACE / TIME
Faculty of Sociology, St. Petersburg State
University, April 15
ORGANIZING PARTNERS
Council of Young Scientists at the Faculty
of Sociology of St. Petersburg State University
PARTICIPANTS
MA and BA students, teachers and researchers,
NGO representatives
MODERATOR
Elena Belokurova (CGES, St. Petersburg State
University)
The public lecture by Prof. Dr. Lester Salamon
from John Hopkins University (USA) and Higher

School of Economics in Moscow was organized
at the Faculty of Sociology in order to discuss
the results of international comparative research by non-governmental organisations
(NGOs) in different countries around the world.
By being one of the leading academic scholars
in the world on studies of the global civil society
and non-governmental non-profit sector, as well
as head of the leading research centres and
projects, he shared his research experiences,
results and ideas about the most important
trends and factors influencing NGO development.
The public lecture was well attended: about
50 people came to listen and to discuss the
lecture, including students, young scholars and
experienced professors as well as NGO representatives.

RESEARCH WORKSHOP
"METHODOLOGY OF COMPARATIVE
STUDY ON CIVIL SOCIETY
IN THE EU AND RUSSIA"
PLACE / TIME
CGES, St. Petersburg State University,
April 16-17
ORGANIZING PARTNERS
EU-Russia Civil Society Forum
PARTICIPANTS
scholars from different EU countries and Russia
MODERATOR
Elena Belokurova (CGES, St. Petersburg State
University)
The Research Workshop was organized with the
goal to review various participatory methods
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of civil society studies as well as to discuss and
choose an optimal method for annual/biannual
analytical reports on a civil society in various
EU countries and Russia. It was organized in
cooperation with the EU-Russia Civil Society
Forum, a network of about 150 NGOs from the
EU and Russia, who initiated the preparation of
the annual Report on the State of Civil Society in
the EU and Russia. The Research Workshop was
aimed at finding the gaps and needs in this field,
the most appropriate research methodology
and methods for preparation of such a Report.
The participants were 14 researchers from the
tertiary sector and NGO representatives from
Germany, Hungary, Norway, the Netherlands,
and different research institutions in St. Petersburg and Moscow.

PUBLIC LECTURE SERIES “CIVIL SOCIETY
AND PARTICIPATION IN EUROPE, RUSSIA,
AND THE POST-SOVIET NEIGHBOURHOOD"
PLACE / TIME
Bielefeld University, Germany, April 12 and May 17
ORGANIZER/MODERATOR
Chiara Pierobon (CGES, Bielefeld University)
PARTICIPANTS
BA, MA, PhD students and researchers from
Bielefeld University
The first lecture “Russian NGOs between State
and Civil Society: Current Trends and Problems”
was by Elena Belokurova and aimed at familiarizing BA, MA and PhD students with the civil society

development characterizing post-Soviet Russia.
A particular emphasis was on recent history and
the political context of Russian non-governmental
organisations (NGOs).
The second lecture “Russian Non-profit Sector
Divided: Between Neoliberal and Paternalistic
Social Policy Models” by Anna Tarasenko provided an in-depth analysis of the involvement of
NGOs in service provision within the framework
of the welfare transformations taking place in
contemporary Russia.
This public lecture series will also continue in
2017, enlarging the geographic focus on Eastern
Europe and the post-Soviet area more generally.

GERMAN WEEK IN ST. PETERSBURG.
SIMULATION GAME "FEDERALISM
IN ACTION: DEFINING THE CONTENT
OF THE HISTORY LESSONS TOGETHER"
PLACE / TIME
Open space “Taiga”, St. Petersburg, April 16
ORGANIZING PARTNERS
Konrad Adenauer Stiftung, CRISP e.V.,
Consulate General of Germany in St. Petersburg,
German-Russian Exchange
MODERATORS
Florian Dunkel (CRISP e.V.),
Elena Razumovskaya (CGES)
PARTICIPANTS
Experts from German NGO CRISP e.V., BA and
MA students from St. Petersburg universities,
representatives from St. Petersburg universities
and schools
Simulation game “Federalism in action: Defining
the content of the history lessons together“ was
developed specially for German Week 2016 by
experts from German organisation CRISP e.V.
The game was dedicated to the topic of federalism, something highly relevant to Russia and
Germany, as suggested by the Consulate General
of Germany in St. Petersburg as one of the thematic priorities of German Week 2016.

18 participants took part in the game. All participants performed the roles of representatives
from various society groups of the imaginary
country of Reksania (government and municipal
officials, scientists, sociologists, members of the
clergy and civil society associations). The task of
the game was to work out an agreement on the
contents of a history course in their country. After
the lively discussion in groups, the participants
managed to formulate the common solution
supported by the majority.
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WORKSHOP FOR THE UNIVERSITY
AND SCHOOL TEACHERS
ON DEVELOPING AND ADAPTING
OF SIMULATION GAMES
PLACE / TIME
German-Russian Exchange, St. Petersburg,
April 16
ORGANIZING PARTNERS
CRISP e.V, German-Russian Exchange, Konrad
Adenauer Stiftung, Consulate General of Germany in St. Petersburg
MODERATOR
Florian Dunkel (CRISP e.V.)
PARTICIPANTS
experts from German NGO CRISP e.V.,
BA and MA students from St. Petersburg universities, representatives from St. Petersburg
universities and schools

The aim of this workshop was to provide people
working in education spheres with an opportunity to learn more about simulation games
as a modern interactive educational method.
Participants continued to explore the method after the simulation game “Federalism in
action: Defining the content of history lessons
together“, which took place a day earlier. During
the workshop participants discussed the details
of a simulation game and analysed the decision-making process.
The invited expert Florian Dunkel (CRISP e.V.)
moderated the workshop. He presented the
main principles of simulation game development and explained to participants how to
design and conduct a game of your own.

PUBLIC LECTURE
"DIY CULTURE OF THE CITY
OPEN CODE AND PROTOTYPE"
BY JUAN CHACON
AND NATALIA HOSIE
PLACE / TIME
Open space “Taiga”, April 14-15
ORGANIZING PARTNERS
ARTS4CITY, Consulate General of Germany
in St. Petersburg, Friedrich Ebert Foundation,
Goethe Institute in St. Petersburg, “Taiga” creative space
MODERATOR
Aleksandra Nenko (CGES, SNRU ITMO)
PARTICIPANTS
over 50 people, architects, designers, sociologists, urbanists, and urban activists
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The quality of the infrastructure of public spaces
is crucial for the liveability of said public spaces.
Collectives of artists, architects and designers,
together with social researchers, see public infrastructure as their objective in many European
cities. Their experience shows that well-designed public infrastructure enables interesting
and meaningful leisure, public communication
and general good mood for people in the city and
makes the atmosphere of shared spaces more
lively. Better design of public infrastructure is
variable, sustainable and open-coded. The proposed workshop and seminar highlight concepts
and tools of free urban culture and good public
infrastructure, such as “do it yourself” and “do it
together” approaches, open access to prototypes, the use of cheap recyclable materials and
the artistic re-working of day-to-day objects.

WORKSHOP "PROTOTYPING
INFRASTRUCTURES
OF PUBLIC SPACES"
PLACE / TIME
“Klass Truda”, April 16-17
ORGANIZING PARTNERS
ARTS4CITY, Consulate General of Germany
in St. Petersburg, Friedrich Ebert Foundation,
Goethe Institute in St. Petersburg
ORGANIZERS/MODERATORS
Juan Chacon, Zuloark (Berlin), Natalia Hosie,
i collective (Berlin), Alexandra Nenko (CGES,
NRU ITMO)
PARTICIPANTS
Junior architects, designers, urbanists, sociologists
During the workshop, representatives of two
Berlin creative communities, Zuloark and i collective, shared their experience with workshop
participants on imagining, prototyping and designing public space. 25 participants were
chosen via an open call, these being young architects, designers, urbanists, sociologists, etc.
Participants were divided into multidisciplinary
teams, each of which designed its own prototype
for Tovstonogov square (Petrogradskaya area
of St. Petersburg).
The prototypes were exhibited at the local Troitskaya library. Citizens voted for the prototypes,
then a jury, which consisted of representatives
of the local administration, Troitskaya library
and a union of apartment owners, as well as
a professional architect and sociologist, chose
the winner based on the opinion of citizens.
The prototype “Feel the Space” won the competition and was implemented in August 2016 at
Tovstonogov square together with local citizens
and administration.
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RUSSIA AND EUROPE—
RUSSIA IN EUROPE?
DISCUSSIONS ON EUROPE
PLACE / TIME
Anna Akhmatova Museum, St. Petersburg,
May 16-17
ORGANIZING PARTNERS
S. Fischer Foundation, Allianz Cultural
Foundation, German Academy of Language
and Literature, Open Library Project,
Goethe Institute St. Petersburg
PARTICIPANTS
Scholars, writers and artists from Germany,
Europe and Russia, BA, MA and PhD students
from St. Petersburg universities
The St. Petersburg Debates on Europe were conducted within the framework of the 2015/2016

Programme “Neighbourhood in Europe—Perspectives of a Common Future” consisting of
Symposiums and Round Table Discussions in
Belarus, Estonia, Russia and Ukraine, organized
by the S. Fischer Foundation in co-operation with
other partners. The St. Petersburg Debates were
dedicated to the different aspects of European
culture and identity, their influence on St. Petersburg’s history and identity, civil society and
historical memory in Europe and Russia. Wellknown writers, scholars and journalists from
Moscow and St. Petersburg discussed general
and specific aspects of these topics together with
30 guests from 11 other European countries.
The open public part of the Debates attracted
about 200 students, scholars, artists and intellectuals, which indicates a strong interest in the
discussion of broader topics related to Europe.

INTERNATIONAL
CONFERENCE
"NETWORKS IN THE GLOBAL
WORLD—2016"
PLACE / TIME
Faculty of International Relations, St. Petersburg
State University, July 1-3
MAIN ORGANIZING PARTNERS
Council of Young Scientists at the Faculty of Sociology, St. Petersburg State University, Junior
Sociologists Network (International Sociological
Association)
PARTICIPANTS
BA, MA and PhD students, Russian and international researchers
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The primary goal of the “Networks in the Global
World” conference series is to bring together
networks of researchers from around the globe.
It seeks to unite the efforts of various scientific
disciplines in response to the key challenges
faced by network studies today, and to exchange
local research results, thus enabling analysis
of global social processes as well as theoretical
and methodological advancements.

The 2016 NetGloW conference discussed relations between diverse networks. At the conceptual level it offered a discussion on relations
between networks of different kinds—like
inter-personal networks, semantic networks,
organisational networks and material object
networks.
The conference became a platform for the deliberation on how network structures and their
dynamics can be compared across cultures,
societies, states, economies, and cities,—with
a primary focus on European societies.
Participants represented various disciplinary
backgrounds. 12 sessions were dedicated to
network analysis tools, techniques and methods
in various thematic areas.
The programme also included a set of workshops
on software tools for network analysis.

NetGloW’16 sessions

·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

Qualitative Analysis of Multimodal Networks
Networks in Science, Technology, and
Innovation
Network Perspectives on Knowledge,
Communication, and Culture
Words and Networks
Statistical Modelling of Multimodal
Networks
Networks in Art
Big Network Data
Socio-Material Network Analysis
Networked City
Social Media Networks
Network Analysis of Cultural and Social
Duality
Network Analysis of Political and Policy-making Domains

Keynote talks

·
·

Ronald Breiger, University of Arizona
Michael Batty, University College
London

Invited talks

·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

Peng Wang, Swinburne University
of Technology in Melbourne

150

participants

30

countries

Jan Fuhse, Humboldt University
of Berlin
Wouter van Atteveldt, VU University
Amsterdam
Julia Brennecke, Swinburne University
of Technology in Melbourne
Iina Hellsten, VU University Amsterdam
Johan Koskinen, University of Manchester
Frederic Godart, INSEAD, France
Adina Nerghes, VU University Amsterdam

Social Movements and Collective Action
as Network Phenomena
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SEMINAR
“SOCIAL HUMAN RIGHTS
FOR EVERYONE?”
PLACE / TIME
Bielefeld University, Germany, July 8
ORGANIZER / MODERATOR
Chiara Pierobon (CGES, Bielefeld University)
and Katrin Weible (Research Group FLOOR:
Social Security as a Human Right, Bielefeld
University)

The seminar was held on the occasion of the
50th anniversary of the International Covenant
on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and was
aimed at stimulating a reflection on the implementation of the UN-Sozialpakt in 2016. Thanks
to the workshop, students were able to enhance
their knowledge of social rights, such as the
right to social security, housing, a decent living
standard, health and education.

JOINT GERMAN-RUSSIAN SEMINAR
“SUMMER EUROPEAN ACADEMY 2016. WHAT
FOLLOWS ON 70 YEARS OF PEACE? MUTUAL
UNDERSTANDING AND MUTUAL TRUST—BASIS
FOR A JOINT FUTURE EU/GERMANY AND
RUSSIA”

ORGANIZING PARTNERS
Gertrud Falk (FIAN Germany) in collaboration
with Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation
and Development and Stiftung Umwelt und Entwicklung NRW
PARTICIPANTS
BA and MA students from Bielefeld University

WORKSHOP “EUROPEAN
CREATIVE LABOUR REVISITED:
CULTURAL PRODUCTION
IN DISTINCT INSTITUTIONAL
ENVIRONMENTS”
PLACE / TIME
Museum of sound, St. Petersburg,
October 14-15
ORGANIZING PARTNERS
NRU HSE St. Petersburg, Museum of Sound,
Goethe Institute St. Petersburg
ORGANIZER / MODERATOR
Margarita Kuleva (CGES, NRU Higher School
of Economics)
PARTICIPANTS
Russian and international researchers, artists,
cultural managers, MA and BA sociology and
art-history students
Over the last 20 years, a number of studies have
been devoted to creative professionals, such as
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artists, designers, IT-specialists, and journalists. The central concept of cultural (creative)
labour studies would be precariousness—a fickle, unstable employment without many social
guarantees. However, these studies have mainly
been focused on Great Britain and West European countries. In Russia the working environment
of creative professionals still remains in the
shadows.
Over two days, seminar participants discussed
European and Russian cultural policies, gender
dimension of the creative labour, and the working
conditions of specialists in Russian cultural institutions, both in the country’s capital cities and
beyond. The programme also included a special
cultural event—the movie premiere of Pavel
Braila’s documentary on Manifesta 10 team
"The Hottest Summer in the Winter Palace",
which took place at Goethe Institute.

PLACE / TIME
Otzenhausen, Germany, July 20-30
MODERATORS/ORGANIZERS
Elena Belokurova (CGES, St. Petersburg State
University), Sebastian Zeitzmann (European
Academy Otzenhausen), Verena Molitor (CGES,
Bielefeld University)
ORGANIZING PARTNERS
ASKO Foundation, European Academy Otzenhausen, Centre for Political Education, Stiftung
Jugendaustausch
PARTICIPANTS
BA and MA students from Germany
and BA students from St. Petersburg State
University
The German-Russian Summer School for BA
students was organized in 2016 for the sixth
time.

14 students from seven different faculties of
St. Petersburg State University were selected to participate in the Seminar. 16 German
students from different disciplines came from
three partner universities in Germany: Bielefeld
University, Würzburg University and University of
Koblenz-Landau.
The goal of the Summer European Academy was
to give the participants a better understanding of
the German and EU policies and societies as well
as EU-Russia relations in an international environment, and to foster mutual learning from each
other. In the framework of the Seminar, such
topics as the EU political system, financial crisis
and stability mechanism, mass media, migration,
foreign policy and international relations were
discussed during the lectures and interactive
workshops. In addition to excursions to the Council of Europe, the Schengen Museum, the European Stability Mechanism, study trips to Strasbourg
and Luxembourg were also organized.
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PUBLIC LECTURE
BY ALEX ANDER KONDAKOV
PLACE / TIME
Bielefeld University, October 18
LECTURER
Alexander Kondakov (European University
at St. Petersburg)
ORGANIZERS
Verena Molitor (CGES, Bielefeld University),
Tatjana Zimenkova (TU Dortmund University)
PARTICIPANTS
Professors, researchers and students
from Bielefeld University
The topic of the public lecture held by Alexander
Kondakov at Bielefeld University was “Everyone Hates Politics in Russia: How the legacy

of the USSR influences the political engagement
of LGBT citizens”.
Alexander Kondakov is a researcher and teacher
at the European University at St. Petersburg and
the Centre for Independent Social Research at
St. Petersburg. He is the author of different international publications on topics of sexuality, human
rights, gender regimes, and citizenship, with
special expertise in sociology of human rights and
social movements. In his talk, the lecturer offered
some explanations for the low rate of participation by LGBTI-persons in conventional political
activity in Russia (such as rallies, petitioning,
and LGBT-pride parades). On the basis of urban
studies and queer theory, he analysed how power
was employed after the 1917 Revolution in order
to control citizens in every aspect of their lives.
The lecture was attended by around 40 listeners.

TRAINING
“SOLVING INTERCULTURAL
CONFLICTS”
PLACE / TIME
St. Petersburg, December 17-18
MODERATOR
Elena Razumovskaya (CGES)
PARTICIPANTS
MA SES students, Students from St. Petersburg
universities, representatives from St. Petersburg
universities and schools

separation of facts and opinions, awareness
of feelings and needs, active listening and "return of sense".
Some exercises enabled the participants to analyse their behaviour strategy in a conflict situation. The training was followed by a very intensive
discussion about the difference between "intercultural" and "transcultural" approaches.

This training had a particular practical orientation, which allowed 10 participants to understand
better their attitude towards conflict situations.
The participants analysed real conflict cases
from their experience and acquired some practical skills to tackle such conflicts, for example,

TRAINING “STEREOTYPES
IN INTERCULTURAL COMMUNICATION”
PLACE / TIME
St. Petersburg, January 30-31
MODERATOR
Elena Razumovskaya (CGES)
PARTICIPANTS
MA SES students, students from St. Petersburg
universities, representatives from St. Petersburg
universities and schools
In 2016, CGES continued to organise training
session on intercultural communication for the
broader public.

Thematic blocks of the training

·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

Role of stereotypes in our life and their
functions
Definition of stereotypes and prejudges
Sources of stereotypes
Culture as a source of stereotypes; culture and personal identity
Stereotyping as a feature of human
perception

PLACE / TIME
CGES, St. Petersburg State University, November 25

Stereotypes: For and against debates

ORGANIZING PARTNER
Council of Young Scientists at the Faculty
of Sociology, St. Petersburg State University

My stereotypes towards others, ways
to overcome them
Stereotypes of others towards myself:
How to behave
Discrimination as one of the consequences of using stereotypes

The participants emphasized a pleasant and
open seminar atmosphere and interesting interactive working formats.
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COMPETITION
OF SCIENTIFIC ARTICLES
BY JUNIOR SOCIAL SCIENTISTS

MODERATORS
Nikita Basov (CGES, St. Petersburg State University), Verena Molitor (CGES, Bielefeld University)
PARTICIPANTS
MA and PhD students from Russian and European
Universities
In 2016, around 20 research papers in various
scientific domains, including sociology, political
science, economics and international relations,

were submitted to an annual competition. Written
by MA and PhD students from Russian and European institutions, the papers covered topical issues
of Russian and European societies, as well as of
international relations between Russia and Europe.
As a final part of the competition, 4 selected
authors presented their papers. The best paper
award went to Anastasia Golofast, an MA student
from the Moscow State Institute of International
Relations.
The winner received a grant to undertake a research trip to Europe in early 2017 and collect
empirical data in order to develop the paper for
publication in the CGES Working Papers series
in 2017. All finalists were invited to take part in
the workshop "International Papers Writing and
Publishing" on March 24 2017.
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As an institution focused on research, education, and exchange the CGES puts particular
emphasis on publications by affiliated researchers in the area of German and European
Studies. Research publications often result
from CGES research and conference activities.

BOOKS
AND ARTICLES
Akifyeva, R. N. (2016). Child-rearing practices
of Russian-speaking women from a migration
perspective. Basic Research Programme.
National Research University Higher School
of Economics. Series HUM "Humanities".
№ WP BRP 140/HUM/2016.
Akifyeva, R., & Erashova, V. (2016) Cultural
and integration practices of Russian-speaking
women in the marriage migration process
in the Netherlands. In S. Panarin (Ed.), East
in the East, Russia and West: Cross-border migration and diasporas (pp. 271-296).
St. Petersburg: Izdatelstvo Nestor-Istoriya [in
Russian].
Antoniuk, A. M. (2016). Conceptualising the
problem of freedom of speech in neoinstitutional theory. SPBSU Bulletin. Series 12.
Sociology. Vol. 2, pp. 60-74 [in Russian].
Antoniuk, A. M. (2016). Virtual Public Sphere:
The Potential of Democratization. TSU Bulletin. Philosophy. Sociology. Political Science,
1(33), pp. 144-152 [in Russian].
Basov, N., & Brennecke, J. (in press). Duality
beyond Dyads: Multiplex patterning of social
ties and cultural meanings. Research in the
sociology of organisations. Vol. 53: Structure,
Content and Meaning of Organisational Networks.
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In
2016:

40

publications

Basov, N., & Minina, V. (forthcoming). Personal
Communication Ties and Organisational Collaborations in Networks of Science, Education
and Business. Journal of Business and Technical Communication.
Basov, N., Lee, J-S, & Antoniuk, A. (2016).
Social Networks and Construction of Culture:
A Socio-Semantic Analysis of Art Groups. In H.
Cherifi, S. Gaito, W. Quattrociocchi, A. Sala
(Eds.), Studies in computational intelligence.
693: Complex Networks & Their Applications V.
(pp. 785-796). Springer International Publishing.
Franke, U., & Koch, M. (2016). Sociological Approaches. In R. Biermann, J. A. Koops (Eds.),
The Palgrave Handbook of Inter-Organisational Relations in World Politics (pp. 169-187).
London: Palgrave Macmillan.
Koch, M. (2016). International organizations
in the world society. Bielefeld. Habilitation
Thesis [in German].
Kuleva, M. (2016). Contemporary art as a profession: Career path of young artists with
dissimilar educational background (case of
St. Petersburg). Journal of sociology and social
anthropology, 19(1), pp. 110-125
Kuleva, M. (2016). Old factories, new stakhanovites: Moscow contemporary art-centres as
workplaces. Basic Research Programme.
Series HUM "Humanities", No. 138.
Nenko, A., Khokhlova, A., & Basov, N. (2017).
Communication and Knowledge Creation in
Urban Spaces: The Tactics of Artistic Collectives. In G. Aiello, M. Tarantino and K. Oakley (Eds.), Communicating the City. Urban
communication series. Peter Lang.
Nenko, A. (in press). Starting a Creative City
from Below: Artistic Communities in St. Petersburg as Actors of Urban Change. The
Impact of Artists on Contemporary Urban
Development in Europe. Springer: GeoJournal
library series.
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Pierobon, C. (2016). Civil Society in the EU development and human rights agenda: The case
of DG DEVCO-EIDHR”. In: R. Marchetti (Ed.),
Partnership in International Policy Making:
Civil Society and Public Institutions in Global
and European Affairs (pp. 195-213). London:
Palgrave Macmillan.
Pierobon, C. (2016). The Development of
state-civil society relations in Kazakhstan.
Eurasiatica, Vol. 6, pp. 203-223.
Pierobon, C. (2016). The European Union and
the empowerment of Civil Society in Kazakhstan: An evaluation of the EIDHR and NSA/LA.
Central Asian Policy Review, Vol. 2(2), pp.
11-15.
Pivovarov, А. М., & Nikiforova, O. A. (2016).
Communication in Creative Process of Art
Communities. Indian Journal of Science
and Technology, Vol. 9(25)
Pivovarov, A.M. (2016). Communication in Creative Process of Art Communities. Discourse,
3, pp. 72-84 [in Russian].
Rohde-Abuba, C. (2016). "A Real Woman has
to do it all—with the kids and in the office":
Doing Femininity in the Transcultural Context
of Russian-German Migration. Gender,
Place & Culture, 23(6), pp. 753-768.
Rohde-Abuba, C. (2016). Au pair—an old idea,
yet successful and popular. Radio interview
with Dr. Caterina Rohde-Abuba, SWR1—Der
Abend, September 15, 2016 [in German].
Rohde-Abuba, C. (2016). “The good girl from
Russia can do it all": Au pairs’ perceptions
of exploitation in intersections of gender and
nationality and their strategies of resistance.
Nordic Journal of Migration Research. Special
Issue Article, 6(4), pp. 215-223.
Smolentceva, N. (2016). Depiction of Russia in
Guardian’s New East Network. Contemporary
Media Environment: Traditions, Topical Practical Aspects and Tendencies, 16, pp. 210-219.

Tykanova, E. V. (2016). Consolidation of local
communities in the situation of claiming the
public space. Petersburg Sociology Today,
Issue 7, pp. 364-388 [in Russian].
Tykanova, E. V. & Khokhlova, A. M. (2016) Key
concepts and approaches in sociological life
course studies. SPBSU Bulletin. Series 12.
Sociology. Vol. 3, pp. 4-19 [in Russian].
Tykanova, E. V. (2016) Review of the book
The cultures of cities, by S. Zukin. Laboratorium: Russian Review of Social Research, 3,
pp. 155-157 [in Russian].
Tykanova, E. V. & Moskalyova, S. M. (2016) Social
conditions of civil and expert groups’ activities
on urban environment improving. Journal of Sociology and Social Anthropology, 4 [in Russian].
Vasilache, A. (2016). Authoritarianism and Security in Central Asia. Neue Gesellschaft/Frankfurter Hefte, Issue 11, pp. 25-30 [in German].
Vasilache, A. (2016). Globalization. In R. Voigt
(Ed.), Political thought: Theory of state today
(pp. 465-472). Baden-Baden: Nomos [in German].
Venmann, S. & T. Zimenkova (2016). Dystopia
medicae. Disease prevention as an expression
of a "corrupted society". [Web log]. Retrieved
from Philosophie.ch. Swiss Portal for Philosophy [in German].
Vorobyeva, O. (in press). Designing for emotions. An overview of tools common in Russian
larps. Knutpunkt book.
Vorobyeva, O. (2016). Review of the book Sexuality in Role-Playing Games, by Ashley M. L.
Brown. Forum for Anthropology and Culture,
30, pp. 270-282.
Zimenkova, T. (2016). Sociology as consulting.
Limited application or a professional field?
In A. Froese, D. Simon, & J. Böttcher (Eds.),
Social Sciences and Society. New Locations
of Knowledge transfer (pp. 99-128).
Transkript [in German].

Zimenkova, T. (2016). Who needs LSBTTIQ
phobia (Institutional Analysis). Marta Press,
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CONCLUSION
Given that times are challenging, the CGES
is particularly happy to maintain and advance
cooperation, exchange, and understanding
between Russian and German academic landscapes. In 2016, the close ties established by
the CGES through its public presence, through
the attachment of scholars in the field of German and European Studies, as well as through
the institutionalisation of teaching, education
and supervision programmes at MA and postgraduate levels could even be furthered.
In 2016 the MA SES programme attracted
new highly qualified and motivated students.
Second-years successfully graduated from the
MA SES programme and defended interesting
and well-grounded research projects. MA SES
remains one of the largest MA Programmes at
the St. Petersburg State University Faculty of
Sociology. The exchange of students between
Germany and Russia was also actively supported in 2016.
In 2016, the CGES successfully continued its
newly established PhD Fellowship Programme
based at St. Petersburg State University. The

PG. 44

Programme fellows participated in CGES research, events, and publications preparation.
Hundreds of researchers, professors, students
and PhD students from Germany, Russia and
dozens of other countries of Europe and worldwide were involved in intense international scientific dialogue within CGES activities in 2016.
The CGES also maintains multidisciplinary cooperation with many universities and institutes
in Russia and Germany. In 2016, the Centre
further extended its networks through active
cooperation with many German, Russian and
European academic and public institutions.

840

participants
of events

80

PhD
students
supported

The activities of the CGES will remain exchange-oriented in order to support and to
strengthen international, and in particular German-Russian, contacts of students, researchers, and lecturers. The CGES will continue to
enhance research in the field of German and
European Studies, support senior scholars in interdisciplinary research in this field and provide
junior scientists with supervision, methodological training and academic networking support.
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